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MOTTO, VISION STATEMENT, MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES

Yolo County
Sheriff's Office

Motto

Honored to Serve

Vision Statement

To provide the highest level of law enforcement service
in Yolo County, in partnership with our communities.

Mission Statement

With a commitment to professionalism, integrity,
and collaboration, we strive to uphold and respect
the rights of all to liberty, equality, and justice.

Core Values

Service

We proudly provide professional service to our community
in a manner that is fair, courteous, consistent, and effective.

Integrity

We pledge to uphold our position of trust by maintaining the highest
ethical standards that merits the respect of the people we serve.

Community

We value working together to create mutual trust
with a goal of shared success and accomplishment.

Courage

We strive to maintain strength of character and display
bravery despite difficulties, obstacles, or challenges.
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Motto, Vision Statement, Mission Statement and Core Values

Commitment

We will reflect our motto, “Honored to Serve,” through our
steadfast dedication to public service and the community we serve.

Leadership

We are committed to leading by example and expect all of our members
to be leaders within the organization and within the community.

Respect

We treat all members of our community and
organization with fairness, impartiality, and dignity
by recognizing that respect is not granted, but earned.
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Chapter 1 - Law Enforcement Role and Authority
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Law Enforcement Authority

100.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to affirm the authority of the members of the Yolo County Sheriff's

Office to perform their functions based on established legal authority.

100.2 PEACE OFFICER POWERS
Sworn members of this office are authorized to exercise peace officer powers pursuant to

applicable state law (Penal Code § 830.1 et seq.).

100.2.1 ARREST AUTHORITY OUTSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE YOLO COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
The arrest authority outside the jurisdiction of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office includes (Penal

Code § 830.1; Penal Code § 836):
(@) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person committed a felony.

(b) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a
misdemeanor in the presence of the deputy and the deputy reasonably believes there
is immediate danger to person or property or of escape.

(c) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a
misdemeanor for which an arrest is authorized even if not committed in the presence of
the deputy such as certain domestic violence offenses and there is immediate danger
to person or property or of escape or the arrest is mandated by statute.

(d)  When authorized by a cross jurisdictional agreement with the jurisdiction in which the
arrest is made.

(e) In compliance with an arrest warrant.

On-duty arrests will not generally be made outside the jurisdiction of this office except in cases of
hot or fresh pursuit, while following up on crimes committed within the County, or while assisting
another agency.

On-duty deputies who discover criminal activity outside the jurisdiction of the County should
when circumstances permit, consider contacting the agency having primary jurisdiction before
attempting an arrest.

100.2.2 TIME OF MISDEMEANOR ARRESTS
Deputies shall not arrest a person for a misdemeanor between the hours of 10:00 p.m. of any day
and 6:00 a.m. of the next day unless (Penal Code § 840):

(@) The arrest is made without a warrant pursuant to Penal Code § 836 which includes:
1. A misdemeanor committed in the presence of the deputy.
2. Misdemeanor domestic violence offenses (See the Domestic Violence Palicy).

(b) The arrest is made in a public place.
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Law Enforcement Authority

(c) The arrest is made with the person in custody pursuant to another lawful arrest.

(d) The arrest is made pursuant to a warrant which, for good cause shown, directs that it
may be served at any time of the day or night.

100.2.3 ARREST AUTHORITY INSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE YOLO COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE
The arrest authority within the jurisdiction of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office includes (Penal Code

§ 830.1; Penal Code § 836):

(@8 When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a felony,
whether or not committed in the presence of the deputy.

(b) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a
misdemeanor in this jurisdiction and in the presence of the deputy.

(c) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a public
offense outside this jurisdiction, in the presence of the deputy and the deputy
reasonably believes there is an immediate danger to person or property, or of escape.

(d) When the deputy has probable cause to believe the person has committed a
misdemeanor for which an arrest is authorized or required by statute even though
the offense has not been committed in the presence of the deputy such as certain
domestic violence offenses.

(e) In compliance with an arrest warrant.

100.3 POLICY
It is the policy of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office to limit its members to only exercise the authority

granted to them by law.

While this office recognizes the power of peace officers to make arrests and take other
enforcement action, deputies are encouraged to use sound discretion in the enforcement of the
law. This office does not tolerate the abuse of law enforcement authority.

100.4 CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS
All members shall observe and comply with every person’s clearly established rights under the
United States and California Constitutions.
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Chief Executive Officer

101.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) has mandated that
all sworn officers and dispatchers employed within the State of California shall receive certification
by POST within prescribed time periods.

101.1.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REQUIREMENTS

Any chief executive officer of this department appointed after January 1, 1999, shall, as a condition
of continued employment, complete the course of training prescribed by POST and obtain the
Basic Certificate by POST within two years of appointment (Penal Code § 832.4).

101.1.2 SHERIFF CANDIDATE REQUIREMENTS
Prior to filing for the Office of Sheriff, any candidate shall at minimum meet the requirements of
Government Code § 24004.3.
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Oath of Office

102.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that oaths, when appropriate, are administered to

department members.

102.2 POLICY

It is the policy of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office that, when appropriate, department members
affirm the oath of their office as an expression of commitment to the constitutional rights of those
served by the Department and the dedication of its members to their duties.

102.3 OATH OF OFFICE

All department members, when appropriate, shall take and subscribe to the oaths or affirmations
applicable to their positions. All sworn members shall be required to affirm the oath of office
expressing commitment and intent to respect constitutional rights in discharging the duties of a
law enforcement officer (Cal. Const. Art. 20, 8§ 3; Government Code § 3102). The oath shall be
as follows:

“I, (employee name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support and defend the Constitution
of the United States and the Constitution of the State of California against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the United States
and the Constitution of the State of California; that | take this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that | will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon
which | am about to enter.”

102.4 MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS
The oath of office shall be filed as prescribed by law (Government Code § 3105).
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Policy Manual

103.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The manual of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office is hereby established and shall be referred to as

the Policy Manual or the manual. The manual is a statement of the current policies, rules and
guidelines of this department. All members are to conform to the provisions of this manual.

All prior and existing manuals, orders and regulations that are in conflict with this manual are
rescinded, except to the extent that portions of existing manuals, procedures, orders and other
regulations that have not been included herein shall remain in effect, provided that they do not
conflict with the provisions of this manual.

103.2 POLICY

Except where otherwise expressly stated, the provisions of this manual shall be considered
as guidelines. It is recognized that the work of law enforcement is not always predictable and
circumstances may arise which warrant departure from these guidelines. It is the intent of this
manual to be viewed from an objective standard, taking into consideration the sound discretion
entrusted to members of this department under the circumstances reasonably available at the
time of any incident.

103.2.1 DISCLAIMER

The provisions contained in the Policy Manual are not intended to create an employment contract
nor any employment rights or entittements. The policies contained within this manual are for the
internal use of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office and shall not be construed to create a higher
standard or duty of care for civil or criminal liability against the County, its officials or members.
Violations of any provision of any policy contained within this manual shall only form the basis for
department administrative action, training or discipline. The Yolo County Sheriff's Office reserves
the right to revise any policy content, in whole or in part.

103.3 AUTHORITY

The Sheriff shall be considered the ultimate authority for the content and adoption of the provisions
of this manual and shall ensure compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws. The
Sheriff or the authorized designee is authorized to issue Special Orders, which shall modify those
provisions of the manual to which they pertain. Special Orders shall remain in effect until such
time as they may be permanently incorporated into the manual.

103.3.1 COMMAND STAFF
Command Staff shall consist of the following:

*Sheriff
eUndersheriff

*The Captain from each division
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Policy Manual

The command staff shall review all recommendations regarding proposed changes to the manual
at staff meetings.

103.4 FORMATTING CONVENTIONS / DEFINITIONS FOR THE POLICY MANUAL
The purpose of this section is to provide examples of abbreviations and definitions used in this
manual.

Acceptable abbreviations

The following abbreviations are acceptable substitutions in the manual:
Policy Manual sections may be abbreviated as "Section 106.X" or "§106.X"
DEFINITIONS:

The following words and terms shall have these assigned meanings throughout the Policy Manual,
unless it is apparent from the content that they have a different meaning:

Adult - Any person 18 years of age or older.

CCR - California Code of Regulations (Example: 15 CCR 1151).
CHP- The California Highway Patrol.

CFR - Code of Federal Regulations.

County - The County of Yolo

Civilian - Employees and volunteers who are not sworn peace officers.
Department/YCSO - The Yolo County Sheriff's Office.

DMV - The Department of Motor Vehicles.

Employee/personnel - Any person employed by the Department.
Juvenile - Any person under the age of 18 years.

Manual - The Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual.

May - Indicates a permissive, discretionary or conditional action.

Member - Any person employed or appointed by the Yolo County Sheriff's Office, including full-
time sworn deputies, reserve deputies, civilian employees and volunteers.

Deputy - Those employees, regardless of rank, who are sworn peace officers of the Yolo County
Sheriff's Office.

On-duty - A member's status during the period when he/she is actually engaged in the
performance of his/her assigned duties.

Order - A written or verbal instruction issued by a superior.
POST - The California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training.

Rank - The title of the classification held by a deputy.
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Shall or will - Indicates a mandatory action.

Should - Indicates a generally required or expected action, absent a rational basis for failing to
conform.

Supervisor - A person in a position of authority regarding hiring, transfer, suspension, promotion,
discharge, assignment, reward or discipline of other department members, directing the work of
other members or having the authority to adjust grievances. The supervisory exercise of authority
may not be merely routine or clerical in nature but requires the use of independent judgment.

The term "supervisor" may also include any person (e.g., deputy-in-charge, lead or senior worker)
given responsibility for the direction of the work of others without regard to a formal job title, rank
or compensation.

When there is only one department member on-duty, that person may also be the supervisor,
except when circumstances reasonably require the natification or involvement of the member's
off-duty supervisor or an on-call supervisor.

USC - United States Code.

103.5 ISSUING THE POLICY MANUAL / DISTRIBUTION

An electronic version of the Policy Manual will be made available to all members on the department
network for viewing and printing. No changes shall be made to the manual without authorization
from the Sheriff or the authorized designee.

Each member shall acknowledge that he/she has been provided access to, and has had the
opportunity to review the Policy Manual and Special Orders. Members shall seek clarification as
needed from an appropriate supervisor for any provisions that they do not fully understand.

103.5.1 MANUAL ACCEPTANCE

As a condition of employment, all employees are required to read and obtain necessary
clarification of this department's policies. All employees are required to sign a statement of receipt
acknowledging that they have received a copy, or have been provided address to the Policy
Manual and understand they are responsible to read and become familiar with its contents.

103.6 PERIODIC REVIEW OF THE POLICY MANUAL
The Sheriff will ensure that the Policy Manual is periodically reviewed and updated as necessary.

103.7 REVISIONS TO POLICIES

All revisions to the Policy Manual will be provided to each member on or before the date the policy
becomes effective. Each member will be required to acknowledge that he/she has reviewed the
revisions and shall seek clarification from an appropriate supervisor as needed.

Members are responsible for keeping abreast of all Policy Manual revisions.

Each Division Commander will ensure that members under his/lher command are aware of any
Policy Manual revision.
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All department members suggesting revision of the contents of the Policy Manual shall forward
their written suggestions to their Division Commanders, who will consider the recommendations
and forward them to the command staff as appropriate.
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104.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all peace officers are aware of their individual
responsibilities to maintain their integrity and that of their office at all times.

104.2 POLICY
The Law Enforcement Code of Ethics shall be administered to all peace officer trainees during
the Basic Academy course and to all other persons at the time of appointment (11 CCR 1013).

104.3 LAW ENFORCEMENT CODE OF ETHICS

AS A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, my fundamental duty is to serve; to safeguard lives and
property; to protect the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation,
and the peaceful against abuse or disorder; and to respect the constitutional rights of all to liberty,
equality and justice.

| WILL keep my private life unsullied as an example to all; maintain courageous calm in the face of
danger, scorn, or ridicule; develop self-restraint; and be constantly mindful of the welfare of others.
Honest in thought and deed in both my personal and official life, | will be exemplary in obeying the
laws of the land and the regulations of my office. Whatever | see or hear of a confidential nature or
that is confided to me in my official capacity will be kept ever secret unless revelation is necessary
in the performance of my duty.

I WILL never act officiously or permit personal feelings, prejudices, animosities or friendships to
influence my decisions. With no compromise for crime and with relentless prosecution of criminals,
I will enforce the law courteously and appropriately without fear or favor, malice or ill will, never
employing unnecessary force or violence and never accepting gratuities.

I RECOGNIZE the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith, and | accept it as a public
trust to be held so long as | am true to the ethics of the police service. | will constantly strive to
achieve these objectives and ideals, dedicating myself before god to my chosen profession... law
enforcement.

104.3.1 OBJECTION TO RELIGIOUS AFFIRMATION
Reference to religious affirmation in the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics may be omitted where

objected to by the deputy.
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200.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The organizational structure of this department is designed to create an efficient means to
accomplish our mission and goals and to provide for the best possible service to the public.

200.2 DEFINITION OF ORGANIZATIONAL GROUPS
DIVISION

The largest group within the office, which performs numerous similar functions, i.e.; Detention
Division. A Division is usually the direct responsibility of a Division Commander. The Division
Commanders report directly to the Undersheriff.

SECTION

A section is a group, usually dedicated to a specific function within the Division, i.e., the Civil
Section is within the Field Operations Division. Sections may be supervised by line supervisors or
mid-management personnel. Section supervisors will report to mid-management positions within
their chain, if none, they will report to the Division Commander.

UNIT

A unit is a sub-group within a section. Usually a unit will be assigned very specific tasks within
a section that assists towards the performance of an overall task.; i.e., the C.S.l. Unit is in the
Investigations Section. Unit members or supervisors will report to the Section Supervisor.

200.3 DIVISIONS
The Sheriff is responsible for administering and managing the Office. There are three divisions in
the Yolo County Sheriff's Office as follows:

o Administration Division
o Detention Division

. Field Operations Division

200.3.1 ADMINISTRATION DIVISION

The Administration Division is commanded by a Captain whose primary responsibility is to provide
general management direction and control for the Administration Division. The Administration
Division consists of the following sections:

(a) Office of the Sheriff
(b) Personnel

(c) Planning

(d) Legal Services

(e) Professional Standards
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(f) Coroner

(g) Finance

(h) Workers Compensation / Risk management

(i) Civil

() Training

200.3.2 DETENTION DIVISION

The Detention Division is commanded by a Captain whose primary responsibility is to provide

general management direction and control for that Division. The Detention Division consists of
the following sections:

(a) Detention Facility
(b) Court Holding

(c) Records

(d) Court Security
(e) Baliffs

(f) Transportation

(9) Medical

(h) Kitchen

(i) Work furlough

200.3.3 FIELD OPERATIONS DIVISION

The Field Operations Division is commanded by a Captain whose primary responsibility if to
provide general management direction and control for that Division. The Field Operations Division
consists of the following sections:

(a) Patrol

(b) Marine Patrol

(c) Investigations

(d) Animal Services

(e) Reserves

() Aero Squadron

(g) Community Services
(h) S.T.AR.S.

(i) Search and Rescue
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200.4 COMMAND PROTOCOL

200.4.1 SUCCESSION OF COMMAND
The Sheriff exercises command over all personnel in the Sheriff's Office. During planned absences
the Sheriff will designate the Undersheriff or a Division Commander to serve as the acting Sheriff.

Except when designated as above, the order of command authority in the absence or unavailability
of the Sheriff is as follows:

(@) Undersheriff

(b)  Administrative Division Commander
(c) Field Operations Division Commander
(d) Detention Division Commander

(e) Sworn Lieutenant

()  Sworn Sergeant

200.4.2 UNITY OF COMMAND

The principles of unity of command ensure efficient supervision and control within the Office.
Generally, each employee shall be accountable to one supervisor at any time for a given
assignment or responsibility. Except where specifically delegated authority may exist by policy or
special assignment (e.g., CNT, SWAT), any supervisor may temporarily direct any subordinate if
an operational necessity exists.

200.4.3 ORDERS
Members shall respond to and make a good faith and reasonable effort to comply with the lawful
order of superior officers and other proper authority.

200.4.4 OPEN DOOR POLICY

Our administration philosophy provides that Sheriff, Undersheriff, and all managers and
supervisors will have an open door policy for all of our members. The open door policy provides
members an opportunity to contact any level of supervisor/manager, etc, for the discussion of
philosophies, personal problems, and general contact with those leaders where contact is not
otherwise available. The open door policy is not for short cutting the chain of command or
bypassing immediate supervisors. Each manager and supervisor is charged with responding to
all members with any issue particular to the member, but not with day to day issues. As many
issues may combine personal situations with day to day issues. The supervisor/manager will refer
a member to the appropriate individual for any issues pertinent to day to day issues.

200.5 OFFICER IN CHARGE

The Officer in Charge (OIC) is a member of the agency who has been specifically designated
by his/her supervisor or other appropriate authority to be in charge of a particular shift during
the absence of the immediate supervisor. Unless otherwise stated, this will be for one shift only.
The supervisor may appoint an OIC for a specific period during extended absences. The OIC is
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charged with the routine duties normally carried out by his/hersupervisor on a given shift. The OIC
is charged with the responsibility of recording the information on any breach of rules, regulations,
laws, etc., which occur during his/her time as an OIC. If this breach is of an emergency nature
he/she will notify a supervisor immediately. When time off is requested, the OIC will forward the
request to the next higher level of supervision for a decision or wait until the return of the absent
supervisor.

200.6 COMPLIANCE
All members of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office shall be responsible to adhere to the policies and
procedures set forth in this manual.

Any member violating his/her oath and trust by committing an offense punishable under the laws
or statutes of the United States, the State of California, or the ordinances of the County of Yolo,
or who violates any provision of the Rules and Regulations in this manual or written orders of the
Yolo County Sheriff's Office, or who disobeys any lawful verbal order, or who is incompetent to
perform his/her duties is subject to appropriate disciplinary action.
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201.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Special Orders establish an interdepartmental communication that may be used by the Sheriff
to make immediate changes topolicy and procedure consistent with the current Memorandum
of Understanding and as permitted by Government Code § 3500 et seq. Special Orders will
immediately modify or change and supersede sections of this manual to which they pertain.

201.1.1 SPECIAL ORDER PROTOCOL

Special Orders will be incorporated into the manual as required upon approval of Staff. Special
Orders will modify existing policies or create a new policy as appropriate and will be rescinded
upon incorporation into the manual.

All existing Special Orders have now been incorporated in the updated Policy Manual as of the
below revision date.

Any Special Orders issued after publication of the manual shall be numbered consecutively
starting with the last two digits of the year, followed by the number 01. For example, 12-01 signifies
the first Special Order for the year 2012.

201.2 RESPONSIBILITIES

201.2.1 COMMAND STAFF
The command staff shall review and approve revisions of the Policy Manual, which will incorporate
changes originally made by a Special Order.

201.2.2 SHERIFF
The Sheriff shall issue all Special Orders.

201.3 ACCEPTANCE OF SPECIAL ORDERS

All employees are required to read and obtain any necessary clarification of all Special Orders. All
employees are required to acknowledge in writing the receipt and review of any new Special Order.
Signed acknowledgement forms and/or e-mail receipts showing an employee's acknowledgement
will be maintained by the Training Manager.
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202.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
Administrative communications of this department are governed by the following policies.

202.2 INFORMATION BULLETIN

Information Bulletins may be issued periodically by the Sheriff to announce and document all
promotions, transfers, hiring of new personnel, separations, personnel and group commendations,
or other changes in status.

202.3 CORRESPONDENCE

In order to ensure that the letterhead and name of the Department are not misused, all external
correspondence shall be on Department letterhead. All Department letterhead shall bear the
signature element of the Sheriff. Personnel should use Department letterhead only for official
business and with approval of their supervisor.

202.4 SURVEYS
All surveys made in the name of the Department shall be authorized by the Sheriff or a Division
Commander.

202.5 FORWARDING COMMUNICATIONS VIA CHAIN OF COMMAND

It is the responsibility of all members that appropriate written communications shall be transmitted
through the member's chain-of-command. A supervisor receiving a written communication from a
subordinate shall use the following procedure:

(@) Review

(b) Discuss, or make comments, recommendations of approval or disapproval.
(c) Initial

(d) Forward to addressee through the next level of the chain-of-command.

(e) Return to originator with comments if appropriate, down through chain-of-command.
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203.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

It is the policy of this department to administer a training program that will provide for the
professional growth and continued development of its personnel. By doing so, the Department will
ensure its personnel possess the knowledge and skills necessary to provide a professional level
of service that meets the needs of the community.

203.2 PHILOSOPHY

The Office seeks to provide ongoing training and encourages all personnel to participate in
advanced training and formal education on a continual basis. Training is provided within the
confines of funding, requirements of a given assignment, staffing levels, and legal mandates.
Whenever possible, the Office will use courses certified by the California Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST).

203.3 OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Training Program are to:
(@) Enhance the level of law enforcement service to the public.
(b) Increase the technical expertise and overall effectiveness of our personnel.
(c) Provide for continued professional development of office personnel.
(d) Ensure compliance with POST rules and regulations concerning law enforcement

training.

203.4 TRAINING PLAN

A training plan will be developed and maintained by the Training Manager. It is the responsibility
of the Training Manager to maintain, review, and update the training plan on an annual basis.
203.5 TRAINING PROCEDURES

(a)  All employees assigned to attend training shall attend as scheduled unless previously
excused by their immediate supervisor. Excused absences from mandatory training
should be limited to the following:

1 Court appearances

2 First choice vacation

3. Sick leave

4 Physical limitations preventing the employee’s participation.
5 Emergency situations

(b)  When an employee is unable to attend mandatory training, that employee shall:
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1. Notify his/her supervisor as soon as possible but no later than one hour prior
to the start of training.

2. Document his/her absence in a memorandum to his/her supervisor.

3. Make arrangements through his/her supervisor and the Training Manager to
attend the required training on an alternate date.

203.6 DAILY TRAINING BULLETINS

The Lexipol Daily Training Bulletins (DTBSs) is a web-accessed system that provides training on
the Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual and other important topics. Generally, one training
bulletin is available for each day of the month. However, the number of DTBs may be adjusted
by the Training Manager.

Personnel assigned to participate in DTBs should only use the password and login name assigned
to them by the Training Manager. Personnel should not share their password with others and
should frequently change their password to protect the security of the system. After each session,
employees should log off the system to prevent unauthorized access. The content of the DTBs is
copyrighted material and shall not be shared with others outside of the Office.

Employees who are assigned to participate in the DTB program should complete each DTB at the
beginning of their shift or as otherwise directed by their supervisor. Employees should not allow
uncompleted DTBs to build up over time. Personnel may be required to complete DTBs missed
during extended absences (e.g., vacation, medical leave) upon returning to duty. Although the
DTB system can be accessed from any Internet active computer, employees shall only take DTBs
as part of their on-duty assignment unless directed otherwise by a supervisor.

Supervisors will be responsible for monitoring the progress of personnel under their command to
ensure compliance with this policy.

203.7 POLICY

The Office shall administer a training program that will meet the standards of federal, state, local,
and POST training requirements. It is a priority of this office to provide continuing education and
training for the professional growth and development of its members.

203.8 TRAINING MANAGER

The Sheriff shall designate a Training Manager who is responsible for developing, reviewing,
updating, and maintaining the office training plan so that required training is completed. The
Training Manager should review the training plan annually.

203.8.1 TRAINING RESTRICTION

The Training Manager is responsible for establishing a process to identify deputies who are
restricted from training other deputies for the time period specified by law because of a sustained
use of force complaint (Government Code § 7286(b)).
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204.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the proper use and application of
the Department’s electronic mail (email) system by employees of this department. Email is a
communication tool available to employees to enhance efficiency in the performance of job duties
and is to be used in accordance with generally accepted business practices and current law
(e.g., California Public Records Act). Messages transmitted over the email system must only be
those that involve official business activities or contain information essential to employees for the
accomplishment of business-related tasks and/or communication directly related to the business,
administration, or practices of the Department.

204.2 EMAIL RIGHT OF PRIVACY

All email messages, including any attachments, that are transmitted over department networks are
considered department records and therefore are department property. The Department reserves
the right to access, audit or disclose, for any lawful reason, any message including any attachment
that is transmitted over its email system or that is stored on any department system.

The email system is not a confidential system since all communications transmitted on, to or from
the system are the property of the Department. Therefore, the email system is not appropriate
for confidential communications. If a communication must be private, an alternative method to
communicate the message should be used instead of email. Employees using the Department’s
email system shall have no expectation of privacy concerning communications utilizing the system.

Employees should not use personal accounts to exchange email or other information that is related
to the official business of the Department.

204.3 PROHIBITED USE OF E-MAIL
Sending derogatory, defamatory, obscene, disrespectful, sexually suggestive and harassing or
any other inappropriate messages on the e-mail system is prohibited and may result in discipline.

E-mail messages addressed to the entire department are only to be used for official business
related items that are of particular interest to all users and must be approved by the Sheriff or a
Division Commander. Personal advertisements are not acceptable.

It is a violation of this policy to transmit a message under another user's name. Users are
strongly encouraged to log off the network when their computer is unattended. This added security
measure would minimize the misuse of an individual's e-mail, name and/or password by others.

Examples of prohibited uses are as follows:

Commercial purposes- County resources for electronic communication shall not be used for
personal commercial purposes.

Sending copies of documents in violation of copyright laws

Sending messages, access to which is restricted by laws or regulations
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Capturing and opening of undeliverable electronic communication except as required in order for
authorized employees to diagnose and correct delivery problems.

Intimidating others or interfering with the ability of others to conduct County business
"Spoofing," i.e., constructing electronic communication so it appears to be from someone else.

"Snooping," i.e., obtaining access to the files or communications of others for the purpose of
satisfying idle curiosity or otherwise without a substantial County business purpose.

"Spamming,” i.e., sending mass mailings not directly related to County business

Unauthorized access or attempting to breach any security measures on any electronic
communication system, or attempting to intercept any electronic communication transmissions
without proper authorization.

Forwarding chain letters

Forwarding virus alerts and/or warnings (many of these are hoaxes and should be sent to the
helpdesk for validation and dissemination).

Sending or forwarding attachments not related to County business.

204.4 PERMISSIBLE USES
The use of any County resources for electronic communications should be related to County
business.

Authorized persons

Only County staff and other authorized persons conducting County business may use the
electronic communication systems.

Personal use

The County acknowledges that incidental personal use can and will occur. This is considered an
acceptable use provided that such use does not cause direct cost to the County or significantly
hinders productivity in the workplace. (An example of a use that does not create a direct cost is
receiving an email from a friend. An example of a use that does create a direct cost is receiving
an electronic book from a friend that involves printing, thus creating a direct cost.)

204.5 MANAGEMENT OF E-MAIL

Email storage is limited to 15 megabytes per user. Notification will be sent out each month to all
users that exceed this limit. Notification will be sent to the appropriate department head for any
user that exceeds this limit for two consecutive months and the account will temporarily be disabled
until such time that the mailbox size is reduced by the user. The user is responsible for maintaining
their mailbox(es). Delete or archive files frequently. Contact the helpdesk with questions regarding
archiving. Because the e-mail system is not designed for long-term retention of messages, e-mail
that the employee desires to save or that becomes part of an official record should be printed
and/or stored in another database. Users of e-mail are solely responsible for the management
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of their mailboxes. Messages should be purged manually by the user at least once per week. All
messages in excess of one month will be deleted at regular intervals from the server computer.

204.6 COUNTY ACCESS AND DISCLOSURE
Grounds required for access

The county reserves the right to access and disclose the contents of staff and other authorized
users' electronic communications, but will do so only when there is a legitimate business need and
only with explicit authorization from the County Administrative Office in conjunction with County
Counsel.

Monitoring of messages

The County will not monitor electronic messages as a routine matter. It will do so only in the course
of an investigation triggered by suspicions of misconduct or in response to legal processes to fulfil
County obligations.

Messages sent or received by an authorized user in the course and scope of his or her duties
for the County, and which are protected by privileges and confidentiality guaranteed by the
Constitution and Other laws of the United States and the State of California, are considered
"confidential information” under this policy. All County officers, agents and employees. including
but not limited to the Information Technology Division, its staff and all other persons who undertake
monitoring activities or otherwise monitor, intercept or receive messages on this system, shall
respect the privileges and confidentiality that apply to such confidential information. In the event
that any message containing such confidential information is monitored, intercepted or received
by any person other than the intended recipient, that person or persons shall be "agents" of
the office from which the intercepted originated or was directed, being subject to all ethical and
legal restrictions such agency entails. In the event that any reports are generated as a result of
messages being intercepted by any of the aforementioned parties, a detailed report concerning
such information may only be communicated to the Department head of the person sending or
receiving the message being intercepted. Any other report generated concerning such monitored
message shall be general in nature and not name either sender or recipient, nor refer to the
content, or disclose the content of the message.

204.7 DISCIPLINARY ACTION
Appropriate disciplinary action will be taken against individuals found to have engaged in
prohibited use of the County's electronic communications systems.

204.8 INTERNET MAIL ATTACHMENTS

All email attachments can contain hazards. Always use caution; do not open attachments unless
the sender is known and trusted. Otherwise, forward the email and attachment to the helpdesk
for inspection.
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204.9 EMPLOYEE DEPARTURE
When an employee leaves the County service, the department shal notify the information

technology division immediately. The email account will be assigned to the departing employee's
supervisor for action and will be deleted from the system thirty days after the employee's departure
date.
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205.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide a written process for the application, issuance, denial,
appeal, and revocation of a license to carry a firearm (Penal Code § 26150; Penal Code § 26155).

205.1.1 APPLICATION OF POLICY

Nothing in this policy shall preclude the Chief or other head of a municipal police agency from
entering into an agreement with the Sheriff of the county or preclude the Sheriff of the county
from entering into an agreement with the Chief of any municipal police agency to process all
applications and license renewals for the carrying of concealed weapons (Penal Code § 26150;
Penal Code § 26155).

205.2 POLICY
The Yolo County Sheriff's Office will fairly and impartially consider all applications to carry firearms
in accordance with applicable law and this policy.

205.3 QUALIFIED APPLICANTS
In order to qualify for a license to carry a firearm, the applicant must:

(@) Be deemed not to be a disqualified person as provided in Penal Code § 26202.

(b) Be deemed not to be prohibited by state or federal law from possessing, receiving,
owning, or purchasing a firearm (Penal Code § 26185; Penal Code § 26195).

(c) Be aresident of the County of Name of your jurisdiction: (Penal Code § 26150; Penal
Code § 26155).

1.  Non-resident applicants may be eligible for a license if they are members of the
California Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc., Gun Owners of America, Inc., Gun
Owners of California, Inc., the Second Amendment Foundation, or the Firearms
Policy Coalition and are not otherwise prohibited from possessing firearms under
federal or California law. Proof of membership is required.

(d) Be atleast 21 years of age, and present clear evidence of identity and age as defined
in Penal Code § 16400 (Penal Code § 26150; Penal Code § 26155).

(e) Fully complete the California Department of Justice (DOJ) application (Penal Code §
26175).

(H  Submit fingerprints and a complete criminal background check (Penal Code § 26185).
(g) Pay all assaciated application fees (Penal Code § 26190).

(h)  Bethe recorded owner of the firearm, with the California DOJ, for which the license will
be issued, as determined by the Yolo County Sheriff's Office (Penal Code § 26162).

(i) Be free from any psychological conditions that might make the applicant unsuitable
for carrying a firearm (Penal Code 8§ 26190).

() Complete required training described in Penal Code § 26165.
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205.4 APPLICATION PROCESS

The application process for a license to carry a firearm shall consist of two phases. Upon the
successful completion of each phase, the applicant will advance to the next phase until the process
is completed and the license is either issued or denied.

205.4.1 PHASE ONE (TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL APPLICANTS)

(@) Any individual applying for a license to carry a firearm shall first fully complete a
California DOJ application to be signed under penalty of perjury. Any applicant who
provides false information or statements on the application will be removed from
further consideration and may be prosecuted for a criminal offense (Penal Code §
26180).

1. If an incomplete application package is received, the Sheriff or the authorized
designee may do any of the following:

(@) Require the applicant to complete the package before any further
processing.

(b) Advance the incomplete package to phase two for conditional processing
pending completion of all mandatory conditions.

(c) Issue a denial if the materials submitted at the time demonstrate that
the applicant would not qualify for a license to carry a firearm even if
the package was completed (e.g., not a resident, disqualifying criminal
conviction).

(b) Applicant fees shall be submitted and processed according to office-established
procedures and Penal Code § 26190.

1. Additional fees may be required for fingerprinting, training, or psychological
testing, in addition to the application fee.

2. Full payment of the remainder of the application fee will be required upon
issuance of a license.

3. Payment of related fees may be waived if the applicant is a duly appointed
reserve peace officer as defined in Penal Code § 830.6 (a) or (b) (Penal Code
§ 26170).

(c) Additional documents may be requested of the applicant as required to complete the
application process (e.g., photograph, proof of residency).

(d) The applicant shall submit proof of ownership or registration of each firearm to be
licensed.

Within 90 days of receiving the completed application for a new license, the Office shall give written
notice to the applicant of the Office's initial determination, based on its preliminary investigation,
whether or not the applicant is a disqualified person (Penal Code § 26202).

If the determination is that the applicant is not a disqualified person, the notice shall inform the
applicant to proceed with the training requirements as specified in Penal Code § 26165.
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205.4.2 PHASE TWO
This phase is to be completed only by those applicants successfully completing phase one.

(@) Fingerprints and related information required by the California DOJ shall be submitted
to the California DOJ as provided in Penal Code § 26185.

(b) The Sheriff may, based upon criteria established by the Sheriff, require that the
applicant be referred to an authorized psychologist used by the Office for psychological
testing. The cost of such psychological testing shall be paid by the applicant but shall
not exceed the reasonable costs to the Office (Penal Code § 26190).

(c) The applicant shall complete a course of training approved by the Office, which
complies with Penal Code § 26165.

(d) The applicant shall submit any firearm to be considered for a license to the
Rangemaster or other office authorized gunsmith, at no cost to the applicant, for a
full safety inspection. The Sheriff reserves the right to deny a license for any firearm
that has been altered from the manufacturer's specifications or that is unsafe (Penal
Code § 31910).

(e) The applicant shall successfully complete a firearms safety and proficiency
examination with the firearm to be licensed, to be administered by the office
Rangemaster, or provide proof of successful completion of another office-approved
firearms safety and proficiency examination, including completion of all releases and
other forms. The cost of any outside inspection/examination shall be the responsibility
of the applicant.

Once the Sheriff or authorized designee has verified the successful completion of phase two, the
license to carry a firearm will either be granted or denied (Penal Code § 26170).

205.5 ISSUED FIREARMS PERMITS
In the event a license to carry a firearm is issued by the Sheriff, the following shall apply:

(@) The license will be subject to any and all reasonable restrictions or conditions the
Sheriff has deemed warranted, including restrictions as to the time, place, manner, and
circumstances under which a person may carry the firearm (Penal Code § 26200(b)).

1.  All such restrictions or conditions shall be conspicuously noted on any license
issued (Penal Code § 26200(c)).

2. The licensee will be required to sign a Restrictions and Conditions Agreement.
Any violation of any of the restrictions and conditions may result in the immediate
revocation of the license.

(b) The license shall clearly identify the licensee, bear a photograph and fingerprints of
the licensee with the expiration date, type of firearm, restrictions, and other pertinent
information as described by Penal Code 8§ 26175. The license may be laminated
(Penal Code § 26175).

(c) The license will be valid for a period not to exceed two years from the date of issuance
(Penal Code § 26220).
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(d)

(e)

1. Alicense issued to a state or federal magistrate, commissioner, or judge will be
valid for a period not to exceed three years.

2. A license issued to any reserve peace officer as defined in Penal Code 8§
830.6(a) or (b), or a custodial officer employed by the Sheriff as provided in
Penal Code § 831.5 will be valid for a period not to exceed four years, except
that such license shall be invalid upon the individual's conclusion of service as
a reserve officer.

If the licensee's place of residence was the basis for issuance of a license and the
licensee moves out of the county of issuance, the license shall expire 90 days after
the licensee has moved (Penal Code § 26210).

The licensee shall notify this office in writing within 10 days of any change of place of
residency. Within 10 days of receiving such notice, the Office shall notify the California
DOJ (Penal Code § 26210).

205.5.1 LICENSE RESTRICTIONS

(@)

(b)
(©)

The Sheriff may place special restrictions limiting time, place, manner and
circumstances under which any license shall be valid. In general, these restrictions
will prohibit the licensee from:

Consuming any alcoholic beverage while armed.

Falsely representing him/herself as a peace officer.

Unjustified or unreasonable displaying of a firearm.

Committing any crime.

Being under the influence of any medication or drug while armed.

Interfering with any law enforcement officer's duties.

N o g s~ w DR

Refusing to display his/her license or firearm for inspection upon demand of any
peace officer.

8. Loading the permitted firearm with illegal ammunition.
The Sheriff reserves the right to inspect any license or licensed firearm at any time.

The alteration of any previously approved firearm including, but not limited to adjusting
the trigger pull, adding laser sights or modifications shall void any license and serve
as grounds for revocation.

205.5.2 AMENDMENTS TO LICENSES

Any licensee may apply to amend a license at any time during the period of validity by completing
and submitting a new Application for License Amendment along with the current processing fee
to the Office in order to (Penal Code § 26215):

(@) Add or delete authority to carry a firearm listed on the license.
(b) Change restrictions or conditions previously placed on the license.
Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. License to Carry a Firearm - 36

Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

License to Carry a Firearm

(c) Change the address or other personal information of the licensee (Penal Code §
26210).

In the event that any amendment to a valid license is approved by the Sheriff, a new license will
be issued reflecting the amendment. An amendment to any license will not serve to extend the
original expiration date and an application for an amendment will not constitute an application for
renewal of the license.

205.5.3 REVOCATION OF LICENSES
Any license issued pursuant to this policy shall be revoked by the Sheriff for any of the following
reasons (Penal Code § 26195):

(@) Thelicensee is prohibited by state or federal law from owning or purchasing a firearm.

(b) The licensee has become a disqualified person and cannot receive such a license in
accordance with the standards set forth in Penal Code § 26202.

(c) The licensee has breached any of the conditions or restrictions described in Penal
Code § 26200.

(d) Any information provided by a licensee in connection with an application for a new
license or a license renewal is inaccurate or incomplete.

(e) If the license is one to carry "loaded and exposed," the license shall be revoked
immediately upon a change of the licensee's place of residence to another county
(Penal Code § 26210).

The issuance of a license by the Sheriff shall not entitle the holder to either a property or liberty
interest as the issuance, amendment, or revocation of such license remains exclusively within the
discretion of the Sheriff as set forth herein.

If any license is revoked, the Office will immediately notify the licensee in writing and the California
DOJ (Penal Code § 26225).

205.5.4 LICENSE RENEWAL
No later than 90 days prior to the expiration of any valid license to carry a firearm, the licensee
may apply to the Sheriff for a renewal by:

(@) Verifying all information submitted in the original application under penalty of perjury.
(b) Completing a training course pursuant to Penal Code § 26165.

(c) Submitting any firearm to be considered for a license renewal to the Rangemaster for
a full safety inspection. The Sheriff reserves the right to deny a license for any firearm
that has been altered from the manufacturer's specifications or that is unsafe (Penal
Code § 31910).

(d) Paying the applicable renewal application fee.

Within 90 days of receiving the completed application for a renewal license, the Office shall give
written notice to the applicant of the office's initial determination whether or not the applicant is a
disqualified person (Penal Code § 26202).
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If the determination is that the applicant is not a disqualified person, the notice shall inform the
applicant to proceed with the training requirements as specified in Penal Code 8§ 26165. The Office
shall then submit the renewal notification to the California DOJ as provided in Penal Code § 26185.

Once the Sheriff or the authorized designee has verified the successful completion of the renewal
process, the renewal of the license to carry a firearm will either be granted or denied.

205.6 OFFICE REPORTING AND RECORDS
The Office shall maintain a record of the following and immediately provide copies of each to the
California DOJ (Penal Code § 26225):

(@) The denial of a license

(b) The denial of an amendment to a license
(c) The issuance of a license

(d) The amendment of a license

(e) The revocation of a license

The Sheriff shall annually submit to the State Attorney General the total number of licenses to
carry firearms issued to reserve peace officers and judges.

205.7 CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS

The home address and telephone numbers of any peace officer, public defender, prosecutor,
magistrate, court commissioner, or judge contained in an application shall not be considered a
public record (Government Code § 7923.805).

205.8 LIMITED BUSINESS LICENSE TO CARRY A CONCEALED FIREARM

The authority to issue a limited business license to carry a concealed firearm to a non-resident
applicant is granted only to the Sheriff of the county in which the applicant works. A chief of a
municipal police office may not issue limited licenses and these applicants should be referred to
the Sheriff's Office (Penal Code § 26150).

An individual who is not a resident of the county but who otherwise successfully completes all
portions of phases one and two above, may apply for and be issued a limited license subject to
approval by the Sheriff and subject to the following:

(@) The applicant physically spends a substantial period of working hours in the applicant's
principal place of employment or business within the County of Name of your
jurisdiction: (Penal Code § 26150).

(b)  Such alicense will be valid for a period not to exceed 90 days from the date of issuance
(Penal Code § 26220).

(c) The applicant shall provide a copy of the license to the licensing authority of the city
or county in which the applicant resides (Penal Code § 26220).

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. License to Carry a Firearm - 38
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

License to Carry a Firearm

(d)  Any application for renewal or reissuance of such a license may be granted only upon
concurrence of the original issuing authority and the licensing authority of the city or
county in which the applicant resides (Penal Code § 26220).

205.9 WRITTEN NOTICE FOR DENIAL OF LICENSE

The Sheriff or the authorized designee shall give written notice to the applicant for a new license
that the license is approved or denied within 120 days of the initial application or within 30 days
after receipt of the applicant's criminal background check from the California DOJ, whichever is
later (Penal Code § 26205).

Written notice to an applicant for a renewal license that is approved or denied shall be given within
120 days of receiving the completed application (Penal Code § 26205).

Additionally, regardless of the type of license, if the license is denied, the notice shall state which
requirement was not satisfied (Penal Code § 26205).

205.9.1 ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

If an application for a new license, renewal of a license, or revocation is denied based on a
determination that the person is a disqualified person as provided by Penal Code § 26202, the
Sheriff or the authorized designee shall provide the person with the notice of determination as
provided by Penal Code § 26202(d), Penal Code § 26205, or Penal Code § 26195(b)(3). The
notice shall state the reason why the determination was made and inform the applicant that they
may request a hearing from a court. The Office shall also provide the most recent California DOJ
hearing request form to the applicant (Penal Code § 26206).

If an application for a new license, renewal of a license, or revocation is denied for any other
reason as described in Penal Code § 26206(i), the Sheriff or the authorized designee shall provide
the person with the notice required under Penal Code 8 26205 or Penal Code 8§ 26195(b)(3), as
applicable, and inform the applicant they may apply to the county Superior Court for a writ of
mandate pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure § 1085 (Penal Code 8§ 26206).

205.10 POLICY AVAILABILITY
This policy shall be made accessible to the public as provided by Penal Code § 26160.
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206.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the issuance, denial, suspension or
revocation of Yolo County Sheriff's Office identification cards under the Law Enforcement Officers'
Safety Act (LEOSA) and California law (18 USC § 926C; Penal Code § 25455).

206.2 POLICY
It is the policy of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office to provide identification cards to qualified former
or retired deputies as provided in this policy.

206.3 LEOSA
The Sheriff may issue an identification card for LEOSA purposes to any qualified former deputy
of this office who (18 USC § 926C(c)):

(@) Separated from service in good standing from this office as a deputy.

(b) Before such separation, had regular employment as a law enforcement officer for an
aggregate of 10 years or more or, if employed as a law enforcement officer for less
than 10 years, separated from service after completing any applicable probationary
period due to a service-connected disability as determined by this office.

(c) Has not been disqualified for reasons related to mental health.

(d) Has not entered into an agreement with this office where the deputy acknowledges
that he/she is not qualified to receive a firearm qualification certificate for reasons
related to mental health.

(e) Is not prohibited by federal law from receiving or possessing a firearm.

206.3.1 LEOSA IDENTIFICATION CARD FORMAT
The LEOSA identification card should contain a photograph of the former deputy and identify him/
her as having been employed as a deputy.

If the Yolo County Sheriff's Office qualifies the former deputy, the LEOSA identification card or
separate certification should indicate the date the former deputy was tested or otherwise found by
the Office to meet the active duty standards for qualification to carry a firearm.

206.3.2 AUTHORIZATION
Any qualified former law enforcement officer, including a former deputy of this office, may carry a
concealed firearm under 18 USC § 926C when he/she is:

(@ In possession of photographic identification that identifies him/her as having been
employed as a law enforcement officer, and one of the following:

(@) An indication from the person's former law enforcement agency that he/she
has, within the most recent 12-months, been tested or otherwise found by the
law enforcement agency to meet agency-established active duty standards for
qualification in firearms training to carry a firearm.
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(b) A certification, issued by either the state in which the person resides or by a
certified firearms instructor who is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification
test for active duty law enforcement officers within that state, indicating that the
person has, within the most recent 12-months, been tested or otherwise found to
meet the standards established by the state or, if not applicable, the standards
of any agency in that state.

(b) Not under the influence of alcohol or another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug or
substance.

(c) Not prohibited by federal law from receiving a firearm.

(d) Notin alocation prohibited by California law or by a private person or entity on his/her
property if such prohibition is permitted by California law.

206.4 CALIFORNIA IDENTIFICATION CARD ISSUANCE

Any full-time sworn deputy of this office who was authorized to, and did, carry a concealed firearm
during the course and scope of his/her employment shall be issued an identification card with a
Carrying Concealed Weapon endorsement, "CCW Approved," upon honorable retirement (Penal
Code § 25455).

(@) For the purpose of this policy, honorably retired includes all peace officers who have
qualified for, and accepted, a service or disability retirement. It shall not include any
deputy who retires in lieu of termination.

(b) No CCW Approved endorsement shall be issued to any deputy retiring because of a
psychological disability (Penal Code § 26305).

206.4.1 CALIFORNIA IDENTIFICATION CARD FORMAT
The identification card issued to any qualified and honorably retired deputy shall be 2 inches by
3 inches, and minimally contain (Penal Code § 25460):

(@) A photograph of the retiree.

(b) The retiree’s name and date of birth.
(c) The date of retirement.

(d) The name and address of this office.

(e) A stamped CCW Approved endorsement along with the date by which the
endorsement must be renewed (not more than one year). If a CCW endorsement has
been denied or revoked, the identification card shall be stamped “No CCW Privilege.”

206.4.2 QUALIFIED RETIREES FROM INCORPORATED JURISDICTION

The Yolo County Sheriff's Office shall provide an identification card with a CCW Approved
endorsement to honorably retired peace officers from any jurisdiction that this office now serves
under the following conditions (Penal Code § 25905):

(@) The retiree's previous agency is no longer providing law enforcement services or the
relevant government body is dissolved.
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(b)  This office is in possession of the retiree's complete personnel record or can verify the
retiree's honorably retired status.

(c) The retiree is in compliance with all of the requirements of this office for the issuance
of a CCW Approved endorsement.

206.4.3 QUALIFIED RETIRED RESERVES
Qualified retired reserve officers who meet the office requirements shall be provided an
identification card with a CCW Approved endorsement (Penal Code § 26300).

206.5 FORMER DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES

A former deputy with a card issued under this policy shall immediately notify the Shift Supervisor
of his/her arrest or conviction in any jurisdiction, or that he/she is the subject of a court order, in
accordance with the Reporting of Employee Convictions policy.

206.5.1 RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER LEOSA
In order to obtain or retain a LEOSA identification card, the former deputy shall:

(@) Sign a waiver of liability of the Office for all acts taken related to carrying a concealed
firearm, acknowledging both his/her personal responsibility as a private person for all
acts taken when carrying a concealed firearm as permitted by LEOSA and also that
these acts were not taken as an employee or former employee of the Office.

(b) Remain subject to all applicable office policies and federal, state and local laws.

(c) Demonstrate good judgment and character commensurate with carrying a loaded and
concealed firearm.

(d)  Successfully pass an annual criminal history background check indicating that he/she
is not prohibited by law from receiving or possessing a firearm.

206.5.2 MAINTAINING A CALIFORNIA IDENTIFICATION CARD CCW ENDORSEMENT
In order to maintain a CCW Approved endorsement on an identification card issued under
California law, the retired deputy shall (Penal Code § 26305):

(@) Qualify annually with the authorized firearm at a course approved by this office at the
retired deputy's expense.

(b) Remain subject to all applicable office policies and federal, state and local laws.
(c) Not engage in conduct that compromises public safety.
206.6 DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF A LEOSA IDENTIFICATION CARD
A LEOSA identification card may be denied or revoked upon a showing of good cause as

determined by the Office. In the event that an identification card is denied, suspended, or revoked,
the former deputy may request a review by the Sheriff. The decision of the Sheriff is final.
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206.7 DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF A CALIFORNIA CCW
ENDORSEMENT CARD

A CCW endorsement for any deputy retired from this office may be denied or revoked only upon
a showing of good cause. The CCW endorsement may be immediately and temporarily revoked
by the Shift Supervisor when the conduct of a retired peace officer compromises public safety
(Penal Code § 25470).

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

In the event that a CCW endorsement is initially denied, the retired deputy shall have
15 days from the date of denial to request a formal hearing. The failure to submit
a timely written request for a hearing shall be deemed a waiver of such right. The
hearing, absent written agreement between the parties, shall be held no later than 120
days after the request is received.

Prior to revocation of any CCW endorsement, the Office shall provide the affected
retiree with written notice of a hearing by either personal service or first class mail,
postage prepaid, return receipt requested to the retiree’s last known address (Penal
Code § 26315).

1.  The retiree shall have 15 days from the date of service to file a written request
for a hearing.

2. The hearing, absent written agreement between the parties, shall be held no
later than 120 days after the request is received (Penal Code § 26315).

3.  The failure to submit a timely written request for a hearing shall be deemed a
waiver of such right.

A hearing for the denial or revocation of any CCW endorsement shall be conducted
before a hearing board composed of three members, one selected by the Office,
one selected by the retiree or his/her employee organization, and one selected jointly
(Penal Code § 26320).

1.  Thedecision of such hearing board shall be binding on the Office and the retiree.

2. Any retiree who waives the right to a hearing or whose CCW endorsement has
been revoked at a hearing shallimmediately surrender his/her identification card.
The Office will then reissue a new identification card which shall be stamped
“No CCW Privilege.”

Members who have reason to suspect the conduct of a retiree has compromised public
safety shall notify the Shift Supervisor as soon as practicable. The Shift Supervisor
should promptly take appropriate steps to look into the matter and, if warranted,
contact the retiree in person and advise him/her of the temporary suspension and
hearing information listed below.

1. Notification of the temporary suspension should also be promptly mailed to the
retiree via first class mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested (Penal Code
§ 26312).

2. The Shift Supervisor should document the investigation, the actions taken and, if
applicable, any notification made to the retiree. The memo should be forwarded
to the Sheriff.
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3.  The personal and written notification should be as follows:

(&) The retiree’s CCW endorsement is immediately and temporarily
suspended.

(b) The retiree has 15 days to request a hearing to determine whether the
temporary suspension should become permanent revocation.

(c) The retiree will forfeit his/her right to a hearing and the CCW endorsement
will be permanently revoked if the retiree fails to respond to the notice of
hearing within the 15-day period.

4. In the event that personal contact with the retiree cannot be reasonably achieved
in atimely manner, the Shift Supervisor should attempt to make the above notice
of temporary suspension through another law enforcement officer. For example,
if a retiree was arrested or detained by a distant agency, the Shift Supervisor
may request that a law enforcement officer from that agency act as the agent of
the Office to deliver the written notification.
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300.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This policy establishes standards of conduct that are consistent with the values and mission of
the Yolo County Sheriff's Office and are expected of all office members. The standards contained
in this policy are not intended to be an exhaustive list of requirements and prohibitions but they
do identify many of the important matters concerning conduct. In addition to the provisions of
this policy, members are subject to all other provisions contained in this manual, as well as any
additional guidance on conduct that may be disseminated by this office or a member’s supervisors.

300.2 POLICY
The continued employment or appointment of every member of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office

shall be based on conduct that reasonably conforms to the guidelines set forth herein. Failure to
meet the guidelines set forth in this policy, whether on- or off-duty, may be cause for disciplinary
action.

300.3 DIRECTIVES AND ORDERS
Members shall comply with lawful directives and orders from any office supervisor or person in a

position of authority, absent a reasonable and bona fide justification.

300.3.1 UNLAWFUL OR CONFLICTING ORDERS

Supervisors shall not knowingly issue orders or directives that, if carried out, would result in
a violation of any law or office policy. Supervisors should not issue orders that conflict with
any previous order without making reasonable clarification that the new order is intended to
countermand the earlier order.

No member is required to obey any order that appears to be in direct conflict with any federal
law, state law or local ordinance. Following a known unlawful order is not a defense and does not
relieve the member from criminal or civil prosecution or administrative discipline. If the legality of
an order is in doubt, the affected member shall ask the issuing supervisor to clarify the order or
shall confer with a higher authority. The responsibility for refusal to obey rests with the member,
who shall subsequently be required to justify the refusal.

Unless it would jeopardize the safety of any individual, members who are presented with a
lawful order that is in conflict with a previous lawful order, office policy or other directive shall
respectfully inform the issuing supervisor of the conflict. The issuing supervisor is responsible
for either resolving the conflict or clarifying that the lawful order is intended to countermand the
previous lawful order or directive, in which case the member is obliged to comply. Members who
are compelled to follow a conflicting lawful order after having given the issuing supervisor the
opportunity to correct the conflict, will not be held accountable for disobedience of the lawful order
or directive that was initially issued.

The person countermanding the original order shall notify, in writing, the person issuing the original
order, indicating the action taken and the reason.
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300.3.2 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
Supervisors and managers are required to follow all policies and procedures and may be subject
to discipline for:

(@) Failure to be reasonably aware of the performance of their subordinates or to provide
appropriate guidance and control.

(b) Failure to promptly and fully report any known misconduct of a member to his/her
immediate supervisor or to document such misconduct appropriately or as required
by policy.

(c) Directing a subordinate to violate a policy or directive, acquiesce to such a violation,
or are indifferent to any such violation by a subordinate.

(d) The unequal or disparate exercise of authority on the part of a supervisor toward any
member for malicious or other improper purpose.

300.4 GENERAL STANDARDS

Members shall conduct themselves, whether on- or off-duty, in accordance with the United States
and California constitutions and all applicable laws, ordinances, and rules enacted or established
pursuant to legal authority.

Members shall familiarize themselves with policies and procedures and are responsible for
compliance with each. Members should seek clarification and guidance from supervisors in the
event of any perceived ambiguity or uncertainty.

Discipline may be initiated for any good cause. It is hot mandatory that a specific policy or rule
violation be cited to sustain discipline. This policy is not intended to cover every possible type of
misconduct.

300.5 CAUSES FOR DISCIPLINE

The following are illustrative of causes for disciplinary action. This listis not intended to cover every
possible type of misconduct and does not preclude the recommendation of disciplinary action
for violation of other rules, standards, ethics and specific action or inaction that is detrimental to
efficient office service:

300.5.1 LAWS, RULES AND ORDERS

(@) Violation of, or ordering or instructing a subordinate to violate any policy, procedure,
rule, order, directive, requirement or failure to follow instructions contained in office
or County manuals.

(b) Disobedience of any legal directive or order issued by any office member of a higher
rank.

(c) Violation of federal, state, local or administrative laws, rules or regulations.
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300.5.2 ETHICS

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)
(f)
(@)

Using or disclosing one’s status as a member of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office in any
way that could reasonably be perceived as an attempt to gain influence or authority
for nonoffice business or activity.

The wrongful or unlawful exercise of authority on the part of any member for malicious
purpose, personal gain, willful deceit or any other improper purpose.

The receipt or acceptance of a reward, fee or gift from any person for service incident
to the performance of the member's duties (lawful subpoena fees and authorized work
permits excepted).

Acceptance of fees, gifts or money contrary to the rules of this office and/or laws of
the state.

Offer or acceptance of a bribe or gratuity.
Misappropriation or misuse of public funds, property, personnel or services.

Any other failure to abide by the standards of ethical conduct.

300.5.3 DISCRIMINATION, OPPRESSION, OR FAVORITISM

Unless required by law or policy, discriminating against, oppressing, or providing favoritism to
any person because of actual or perceived characteristics such as race, ethnicity, national origin,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, disability, economic status,
cultural group, veteran status, marital status, and any other classification or status protected
by law, or intentionally denying or impeding another in the exercise or enjoyment of any right,
privilege, power, or immunity, knowing the conduct is unlawful.

300.5.4 RELATIONSHIPS

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Unwelcome solicitation of a personal or sexual relationship while onduty or through
the use of one’s official capacity.

Engaging in on-duty sexual activity, including but not limited to sexual intercourse,
excessive displays of public affection, or other sexual contact.

Establishing or maintaining an inappropriate personal or financial relationship, as a
result of an investigation, with a known victim, witness, suspect, or defendant while a
case is being investigated or prosecuted, or as a direct result of any official contact.

Associating with or joining a criminal gang, organized crime, and/or criminal syndicate
when the member knows or reasonably should know of the criminal nature of the
organization. This includes any organization involved in a definable criminal activity or
enterprise, except as specifically directed and authorized by this office.

Associating on a personal, rather than official basis with persons who demonstrate
recurring involvement in serious violations of state or federal laws after the member
knows, or reasonably should know of such criminal activities, except as specifically
directed and authorized by this office.

Participation in a law enforcement gang as defined by Penal Code 8§ 13670.
Participation is grounds for termination (Penal Code § 13670).

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Standards of Conduct - 48
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Standards of Conduct

300.5.5 ATTENDANCE

(@)

(b)
(©)
(d)

Leaving the job to which the member is assigned during duty hours without reasonable
excuse and proper permission and approval.

Unexcused or unauthorized absence or tardiness.
Excessive absenteeism or abuse of leave privileges.

Failure to report to work or to the place of assignment at the time specified and fully
prepared to perform duties without reasonable excuse.

300.5.6 UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS, DISCLOSURE, OR USE

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(e)

Unauthorized and inappropriate intentional release of confidential or protected
information, materials, data, forms, or reports obtained as a result of the member’'s
position with this office.

(&) Members of this office shall not disclose the name, address, or image of any
victim of human trafficking except as authorized by law (Penal Code § 293).

Disclosing to any unauthorized person any active investigation information.

The use of any information, photograph, video, or other recording obtained or
accessed as a result of employment or appointment to this office for personal or
financial gain or without the express authorization of the Sheriff or the authorized
designee.

Loaning, selling, allowing unauthorized use, giving away, or appropriating any office
property for personal use, personal gain, or any other improper or unauthorized use
or purpose.

Using office resources in association with any portion of an independent civil action.
These resources include but are not limited to personnel, vehicles, equipment, and
nonsubpoenaed records.

300.5.7 EFFICIENCY

(@) Neglect of duty.

(b) Unsatisfactory work performance including but not limited to failure, incompetence,
inefficiency, or delay in performing and/or carrying out proper orders, work
assignments, or the instructions of supervisors without a reasonable and bona fide
excuse.

(c) Concealing, attempting to conceal, removing, or destroying defective or incompetent
work.

(d)  Unauthorized sleeping during on-duty time or assignments.

(e) Failure to notify the Office within 24 hours of any change in residence address or
contact numbers.

(H  Failure to notify the Department of Human Resources of changes in relevant personal
information (e.g., information associated with benefits determination) in a timely
fashion.
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300.5.8 PERFORMANCE

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

()

(h)

(i)

Failure to disclose or misrepresenting material facts, or making any false or misleading
statement on any application, examination form, or other official document, report or
form, or during the course of any workrelated investigation.

The falsification of any work-related records, making misleading entries or statements
with the intent to deceive or the willful and unauthorized removal, alteration,
destruction and/or mutilation of any office record, public record, book, paper or
document.

Failure to participate in, or giving false or misleading statements, or misrepresenting or
omitting material information to a supervisor or other person in a position of authority,
in connection with any investigation or in the reporting of any office related business.

Being untruthful or knowingly making false, misleading or malicious statements that
are reasonably calculated to harm the reputation, authority or official standing of this
office or its members.

Disparaging remarks or conduct concerning duly constituted authority to the extent that
such conduct disrupts the efficiency of this office or subverts the good order, efficiency
and discipline of this office or that would tend to discredit any of its members.

Unlawful gambling or unlawful betting at any time or any place. Legal gambling or
betting under any of the following conditions:

1.  While on office premises.

2. At any work site, while onduty or while in uniform, or while using any office
equipment or system.

3. Gambling activity undertaken as part of a deputy official duties and with the
express knowledge and permission of a direct supervisor is exempt from this
prohibition.

Improper political activity including:

1. Unauthorized attendance while onduty at official legislative or political sessions.

2. Solicitations, speeches or distribution of campaign literature for or against any
political candidate or position while onduty or, on office property except as

expressly authorized by County policy, the memorandum of understanding, or
the Sheriff.

Engaging in political activities during assigned working hours except as expressly
authorized by County policy, the memorandum of understanding, or the Sheriff.

Any act on or offduty that brings discredit to this office.

300.5.9 CONDUCT

(@) Failure of any member to promptly and fully report activities on his/her part or the
part of any other member where such activities resulted in contact with any other law
enforcement agency or that may result in criminal prosecution or discipline under this
policy.
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(b) Unreasonable and unwarranted force to a person encountered or a person under
arrest.

(c) Exceeding lawful peace officer powers by unreasonable, unlawful or excessive
conduct.

(d) Unauthorized or unlawful fighting, threatening or attempting to inflict unlawful bodily
harm on another.

(e) Engaging in horseplay that reasonably could result in injury or property damage.

(H  Discourteous, disrespectful or discriminatory treatment of any member of the public
or any member of this office or the County.

(g) Use of obscene, indecent, profane or derogatory language while onduty or in uniform.

(h) Criminal, dishonest, or disgraceful conduct, whether on- or off-duty, that adversely
affects the member’s relationship with this office.

()  Unauthorized possession of, loss of, or damage to office property or the property of
others, or endangering it through carelessness or maliciousness.

() Attempted or actual theft of office property; misappropriation or misuse of public funds,
property, personnel or the services or property of others; unauthorized removal or
possession of office property or the property of another person.

(k)  Activity that is incompatible with a member’s conditions of employment or appointment
as established by law or that violates a provision of any memorandum of understanding
or contract to include fraud in securing the appointment or hire.

() Initiating any civil action for recovery of any damages or injuries incurred in the course
and scope of employment or appointment without first notifying the Sheriff of such
action.

(m) Any other on or offduty conduct which any member knows or reasonably should know
is unbecoming a member of this office, is contrary to good order, efficiency or morale,
or tends to reflect unfavorably upon this office or its members.

300.5.10 SAFETY

(@) Failure to observe or violating office safety standards or safe working practices.

(b) Failure to maintain current licenses or certifications required for the assignment or
position (e.g., driver license, first aid).

(c) Failure to maintain good physical condition sufficient to adequately and safely perform
law enforcement duties.

(d) Unsafe firearm or other dangerous weapon handling to include loading or unloading
firearms in an unsafe manner, either on- or off- duty.

(e) Carrying, while on the premises of the work place, any firearm or other lethal weapon
that is not authorized by the member’s appointing authority.

(H Unsafe or improper driving habits or actions in the course of employment or
appointment.
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(g) Any personal action contributing to a preventable traffic collision.

(h) Concealing or knowingly failing to report any on-the-job or work-related accident or
injury as soon as practicable but within 24 hours.

300.5.11 INTOXICANTS

(@) Reporting for work or being at work while intoxicated or when the member’s ability to
perform assigned duties is impaired due to the use of alcohol, medication or drugs,
whether legal, prescribed or illegal.

(b) Possession or use of alcohol at any work site or while on-duty, except as authorized
in the performance of an official assignment. A member who is authorized to consume
alcohol is not permitted to do so to such a degree that it may impair on-duty
performance.

(c) Unauthorized possession, use of, or attempting to bring a controlled substance, illegal
drug or non-prescribed medication to any work site.
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Use of Force

301.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This policy provides guidelines on the reasonable use of force. While there is no way to specify
the exact amount or type of reasonable force to be applied in any situation, every member of this
office is expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in a professional, impartial, and
reasonable manner (Government Code § 7286).

In addition to those methods, techniques, and tools set forth below, the guidelines for the
reasonable application of force contained in this policy shall apply to all policies addressing
the potential use of force, including but not limited to the Control Devices and Techniques and
Conducted Energy Device policies.

Retaliation prohibitions for reporting suspected violations are addressed in the Anti-Retaliation
Policy.

301.1.1 DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Deadly force - Any use of force that creates a substantial risk of causing death or serious bodily
injury, including but not limited to the discharge of a firearm (Penal Code § 835a).

Feasible - Reasonably capable of being done or carried out under the circumstances to
successfully achieve the arrest or lawful objective without increasing risk to the deputy or another
person (Government Code § 7286(a)).

Force - The application of physical techniques or tactics, chemical agents, or weapons to another
person. It is not a use of force when a person allows him/herself to be searched, escorted,
handcuffed, or restrained.

Serious bodily injury - A serious impairment of physical condition, including but not limited to
the following: loss of consciousness; concussion; bone fracture; protracted loss or impairment
of function of any bodily member or organ; a wound requiring extensive suturing; and serious
disfigurement (Penal Code § 243(f)(4)).

Totality of the circumstances - All facts known to the deputy at the time, including the conduct
of the officer and the subject leading up to the use of force (Penal Code § 835a).

301.2 POLICY

The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern, both to the public
and to the law enforcement community. Deputies are involved on a daily basis in numerous and
varied interactions and, when warranted, may use reasonable force in carrying out their duties.

Deputies must have an understanding of, and true appreciation for, their authority and limitations.
This is especially true with respect to overcoming resistance while engaged in the performance
of law enforcement duties.
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The Office recognizes and respects the value of all human life and dignity without prejudice to
anyone. Vesting deputies with the authority to use reasonable force and to protect the public
welfare requires monitoring, evaluation and a careful balancing of all interests.

301.2.1 DUTY TO INTERCEDE

Any deputy present and observing another law enforcement officer or an employee using force
that is clearly beyond that which is necessary, as determined by an objectively reasonable deputy
under the circumstances, shall, when in a position to do so, intercede (as defined by Government
Code § 7286) to prevent the use of unreasonable force.

When observing force used by a law enforcement officer, each deputy should take into account
the totality of the circumstances and the possibility that other law enforcement officers may have
additional information regarding the threat posed by the subject (Government Code § 7286(b)).

301.2.2 FAIR AND UNBIASED USE OF FORCE

Deputies are expected to carry out their duties, including the use of force, in a manner that is fair
and unbiased (Government Code § 7286(b)). See the Bias-Based Policing Policy for additional
guidance.

301.2.3 DUTY TO REPORT EXCESSIVE FORCE

Any deputy who observes a law enforcement officer or an employee use force that potentially
exceeds what the deputy reasonably believes to be necessary shall immediately report these
observations to a supervisor (Government Code § 7286(b)).

As used in this subsection, "immediately” means as soon as it is safe and feasible to do so.

301.2.4 FAILURE TO INTERCEDE

A deputy who has received the required training on the duty to intercede and then fails to act to
intercede when required by law, may be disciplined in the same manner as the deputy who used
force beyond that which is necessary (Government Code § 7286(b)).

301.3 USE OF FORCE

Deputies shall use only that amount of force that reasonably appears necessary given the facts
and totality of the circumstances known to or perceived by the deputy at the time of the event to
accomplish a legitimate law enforcement purpose (Penal Code § 835a).

The reasonableness of force will be judged from the perspective of a reasonable deputy on the
scene at the time of the incident. Any evaluation of reasonableness must allow for the fact that
deputies are often forced to make split-second decisions about the amount of force that reasonably
appears necessary in a particular situation, with limited information and in circumstances that are
tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving.

Given that no policy can realistically predict every possible situation a deputy might encounter,
deputies are entrusted to use well-reasoned discretion in determining the appropriate use of
force in each incident. Deputies may only use a level of force that they reasonably believe is
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proportional to the seriousness of the suspected offense or the reasonably perceived level of
actual or threatened resistance (Government Code § 7286(b)).

It is also recognized that circumstances may arise in which deputies reasonably believe that it
would be impractical or ineffective to use any of the approved or authorized tools, weapons, or
methods provided by the Office. Deputies may find it more effective or reasonable to improvise
their response to rapidly unfolding conditions that they are confronting. In such circumstances, the
use of any improvised device or method must nonetheless be objectively reasonable and utilized
only to the degree that reasonably appears necessary to accomplish a legitimate law enforcement
purpose.

While the ultimate objective of every law enforcement encounter is to avoid or minimize injury,
nothing in this policy requires a deputy to retreat or be exposed to possible physical injury before
applying reasonable force.

301.3.1 USE OF FORCE TO EFFECT AN ARREST

Any peace officer may use objectively reasonable force to effect an arrest, to prevent escape,
or to overcome resistance. A peace officer who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not
retreat or desist from his/her efforts by reason of resistance or threatened resistance on the part
of the person being arrested; nor shall a deputy be deemed the aggressor or lose his/her right to
self-defense by the use of reasonable force to effect the arrest, prevent escape, or to overcome
resistance. Retreat does not mean tactical repositioning or other de-escalation techniques (Penal
Code § 835a).

301.3.2 FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE THE REASONABLENESS OF FORCE

When determining whether to apply force and evaluating whether a deputy has used reasonable
force, a number of factors should be taken into consideration, as time and circumstances permit
(Government Code 8§ 7286(b)). These factors include but are not limited to:

(@) The apparentimmediacy and severity of the threat to deputies or others (Penal Code
§ 835a).

(b)  The conduct of the individual being confronted, as reasonably perceived by the deputy
at the time (Penal Code § 835a).

(c) Deputy/subject factors (age, size, relative strength, skill level, injuries sustained, level
of exhaustion or fatigue, the number of deputies available vs. subjects).

(d) The conduct of the involved deputy leading up to the use of force (Penal Code § 835a).
(e) The effects of suspected drugs or alcohol.
() The individual's apparent mental state or capacity (Penal Code § 835a).

(o) The individual's apparent ability to understand and comply with deputy commands
(Penal Code § 835a).

(h)  Proximity of weapons or dangerous improvised devices.
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()  The degree to which the subject has been effectively restrained and his/her ability to
resist despite being restrained.

() The availability of other reasonable and feasible options and their possible
effectiveness (Penal Code § 835a).

(k)  Seriousness of the suspected offense or reason for contact with the individual prior
to and at the time force is used.

(D Training and experience of the deputy.
(m) Potential for injury to deputies, suspects, bystanders, and others.

(n)  Whether the person appears to be resisting, attempting to evade arrest by flight, or
is attacking the deputy.

(o) The risk and reasonably foreseeable consequences of escape.

(p) The apparent need for immediate control of the subject or a prompt resolution of the
situation.

(@) Whether the conduct of the individual being confronted no longer reasonably appears
to pose an imminent threat to the deputy or others.

()  Prior contacts with the subject or awareness of any propensity for violence.

(s) Any other exigent circumstances.

301.3.3 PAIN COMPLIANCE TECHNIQUES

Pain compliance techniques may be effective in controlling a physically or actively resisting
individual. Deputies may only apply those pain compliance techniques for which they have
successfully completed office-approved training. Deputies utilizing any pain compliance technique
should consider:

(@) The degree to which the application of the technique may be controlled given the level
of resistance.

(b)  Whether the person can comply with the direction or orders of the deputy.
(c) Whether the person has been given sufficient opportunity to comply.

The application of any pain compliance technique shall be discontinued once the deputy
determines that compliance has been achieved.

301.3.4 RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CAROTID CONTROL HOLD

Deputies of this office are not authorized to use a carotid restraint hold. A carotid restraint means
a vascular neck restraint or any similar restraint, hold, or other defensive tactic in which pressure
is applied to the sides of a person’s neck that involves a substantial risk of restricting blood flow
and may render the person unconscious in order to subdue or control the person (Government
Code § 7286.5).
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301.3.5 ALTERNATIVE TACTICS - DE-ESCALATION

As time and circumstances reasonably permit, and when community and officer safety would not
be compromised, deputies should consider actions that may increase deputy safety and may
decrease the need for using force:

(@) Summoning additional resources that are able to respond in a reasonably timely
manner.

(b) Formulating a plan with responding deputies before entering an unstable situation that
does not reasonably appear to require immediate intervention.

(c) Employing other tactics that do not unreasonably increase deputy jeopardy.

In addition, when reasonable, deputies should evaluate the totality of circumstances presented at
the time in each situation and, when feasible, consider and utilize reasonably available alternative
tactics and techniques that may persuade an individual to voluntarily comply or may mitigate the
need to use a higher level of force to resolve the situation before applying force (Government
Code § 7286(b)). Such alternatives may include but are not limited to:

(&) Attempts to de-escalate a situation.

(b) If reasonably available, the use of crisis intervention techniques by properly trained
personnel.

301.3.6 RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF A CHOKE HOLD

Deputies of this office are not authorized to use a choke hold. A choke hold means any defensive
tactic or force option in which direct pressure is applied to a person’s trachea or windpipe
(Government Code § 7286.5).

301.3.7 ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS

Terms such as "positional asphyxia," "restraint asphyxia,” and "excited delirium" continue to
remain the subject of debate among experts and medical professionals, are not universally
recognized medical conditions, and frequently involve other collateral or controlling factors such
as narcotics or alcohol influence or pre-existing medical conditions. While it is impractical to
restrict a deputy's use of reasonable control methods when attempting to restrain a combative
individual, deputies are not authorized to use any restraint or transportation method which might
unreasonably impair an individual's breathing or respiratory capacity for a period beyond the
point when the individual has been adequately and safely controlled. Once the individual is safely
secured, deputies should promptly check and continuously monitor the individual's condition for
signs of medical distress (Government Code § 7286.5).

301.4 DEADLY FORCE APPLICATIONS

Where feasible, the deputy shall, prior to the use of deadly force, make reasonable efforts to
identify themself as a peace officer and to warn that deadly force may be used, unless the deputy
has objectively reasonable grounds to believe the person is aware of those facts (Penal Code
§ 835a).

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Use of Force - 57
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Use of Force

If an objectively reasonable deputy would consider it safe and feasible to do so under the totality
of the circumstances, deputies shall evaluate and use other reasonably available resources and
techniqgues when determining whether to use deadly force. To the extent that it is reasonably
practical, deputies should consider their surroundings and any potential risks to bystanders prior
to discharging a firearm (Government Code § 7286(b)).

The use of deadly force is only justified when the deputy reasonably believes it is necessary in
the following circumstances (Penal Code § 835a):

(@) A deputy may use deadly force to protect themself or others from what the deputy
reasonably believes is an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury to the deputy
or another person.

(b) A deputy may use deadly force to apprehend a fleeing person for any felony that
threatened or resulted in death or serious bodily injury, if the deputy reasonably
believes that the person will cause death or serious bodily injury to another unless
immediately apprehended.

Deputies shall not use deadly force against a person based on the danger that person poses to
themself, if an objectively reasonable deputy would believe the person does not pose an imminent
threat of death or serious bodily injury to the deputy or to another person (Penal Code § 835a).

Additionally, a deputy shall not use deadly force against a person whose actions are a threat solely
to property unless the person poses an imminent danger of death or serious physical injury to the
deputy or others in close proximity.

An "imminent" threat of death or serious bodily injury exists when, based on the totality of the
circumstances, a reasonable deputy in the same situation would believe that a person has the
present ability, opportunity, and apparent intent to immediately cause death or serious bodily injury
to the deputy or another person. A deputy's subjective fear of future harm alone is insufficient as
an imminent threat. An imminent threat is one that from appearances is reasonably believed to
require instant attention (Penal Code § 835a).

301.4.1 SHOOTING AT OR FROM MOVING VEHICLES

Shots fired at or from a moving vehicle are rarely effective and involve considerations and risks
in addition to the justification for the use of deadly force. When feasible, deputies should take
reasonable steps to move out of the path of an approaching vehicle instead of discharging their
firearm at the vehicle or any of its occupants. A deputy should only discharge a firearm at a moving
vehicle or its occupants when the deputy reasonably believes there are no other reasonable
means available to avert the imminent threat of the vehicle, or if deadly force other than the vehicle
is directed at the deputy or others (Government Code 8§ 7286(b)).

Deputies should not shoot at any part of a vehicle in an attempt to disable the vehicle.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Use of Force - 58
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Use of Force

301.4.2 DISPLAYING OF FIREARMS

Given that individuals might perceive the display of a firearm as a potential application of force,
deputies should carefully evaluate each tactical situation and use sound discretion when drawing
a firearm in public by considering the following guidelines (Government Code § 7286(b)):

(@) If the deputy does not initially perceive a threat but reasonably believes that the
potential for such threat exists, firearms should generally be kept in the low-ready or
other position not directed toward an individual.

(b) If the deputy reasonably believes that a threat exists based on the totality of
circumstances presented at the time (e.g., high-risk stop, tactical entry, armed
encounter), firearms may be directed toward such threat until the deputy no longer
perceives such threat.

Once it is reasonably safe to do so, deputies should carefully secure all firearms.

301.5 REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE

Any use of force by a member of this office shall be documented promptly, completely, and
accurately in an appropriate report, depending on the nature of the incident. The deputy should
articulate the factors perceived and why he/she believed the use of force was reasonable under
the circumstances. To collect data for purposes of training, resource allocation, analysis, and
related purposes, the Office may require the completion of additional report forms, as specified in
office policy, procedure, or law. See the Report Preparation Policy for additional circumstances
that may require documentation.

301.5.1 NOTIFICATION TO SUPERVISORS
Any use of force by a deputy shall be reported immediately to a supervisor, including but not limited
to the following circumstances (Penal Code § 832.13):

(@) The application caused a visible injury.

(b) The application would lead a reasonable deputy to conclude that the individual may
have experienced more than momentary discomfort.

(c) The individual subjected to the force complained of injury or continuing pain.

(d) The individual indicates intent to pursue litigation.

(e) Any application of a conducted energy device or control device.

()  Any application of a restraint device other than handcuffs, shackles, or belly chains.
(g) The individual subjected to the force was rendered unconscious.

(h)  Anindividual was struck or kicked.

()  An individual alleges unreasonable force was used or that any of the above has
occurred.

As used in this subsection, "immediately” means as soon as it is safe and feasible to do so.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Use of Force - 59
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Use of Force

301.5.2 REPORTING TO CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Statistical data regarding all officer-involved shootings and incidents involving use of force
resulting in serious bodily injury is to be reported to the California Department of Justice as required
by Government Code § 12525.2. See the Records Section Palicy.

301.5.3 REPORT RESTRICTIONS

Deputies shall not use the term "excited delirium" to describe an individual in an incident report.
Deputies may describe the characteristics of an individual's conduct, but shall not generally
describe the individual's demeanor, conduct, or physical and mental condition at issue as "excited
delirium" (Health and Safety Code § 24402).

301.6 MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Once it is reasonably safe to do so, properly trained deputies should promptly provide or procure
medical assistance for any person injured or claiming to have been injured in a use of force incident
(Government Code § 7286(b)).

Prior to booking or release, medical assistance shall be obtained for any person who exhibits signs
of physical distress, who has sustained visible injury, expresses a complaint of injury or continuing
pain, or who was rendered unconscious. Any individual exhibiting signs of physical distress after
an encounter should be continuously monitored until the individual can be medically assessed.

Based upon the deputy's initial assessment of the nature and extent of the subject's injuries,
medical assistance may consist of examination by fire personnel, paramedics, hospital staff, or
medical staff at the jail. If any such individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal shall be
fully documented in related reports and, whenever practicable, should be witnessed by another
deputy and/or medical personnel. If a recording is made of the contact or an interview with the
individual, any refusal should be included in the recording, if possible.

The on-scene supervisor or, if the on-scene supervisor is not available, the primary handling
deputy shall ensure that any person providing medical care or receiving custody of a person
following any use of force is informed that the person was subjected to force. This notification
shall include a description of the force used and any other circumstances the deputy reasonably
believes would be potential safety or medical risks to the subject (e.g., prolonged struggle, extreme
agitation, impaired respiration).

Persons who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied by profuse
sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics and imperviousness to pain,
or who require a protracted physical encounter with multiple deputies to be brought under control,
may be at an increased risk of sudden death. Calls involving these persons should be considered
medical emergencies. Deputies who reasonably suspect a medical emergency should request
medical assistance as soon as practicable and have medical personnel stage away if appropriate.

See the Medical Aid and Response Policy for additional guidelines.
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301.7 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITY
A supervisor should respond to any reported use of force, if reasonably available. The responding
supervisor is expected to (Government Code § 7286(b)):

(@) Obtain the basic facts from the involved deputies. Absent an allegation of misconduct
or excessive force, this will be considered a routine contact in the normal course of
duties.

(b) Ensure that any injured parties are examined and treated.

(c) When possible, separately obtain a recorded interview with the subject upon whom
force was applied. If this interview is conducted without the person having voluntarily
waived his/her Miranda rights, the following shall apply:

1.  The content of the interview should not be summarized or included in any related
criminal charges.

2. The fact that a recorded interview was conducted should be documented in a
property or other report.

3.  The recording of the interview should be distinctly marked for retention until all
potential for civil litigation has expired.

(d) Once any initial medical assessment has been completed or first aid has been
rendered, ensure that photographs have been taken of any areas involving visible
injury or complaint of pain, as well as overall photographs of uninjured areas. These
photographs should be retained until all potential for civil litigation has expired.

(e) Identify any witnesses not already included in related reports.
(H Review and approve all related reports.
(g) Determine if there is any indication that the subject may pursue civil litigation.

1. If there is an indication of potential civil litigation, the supervisor should notify the
Administrative Division via the chain-of-command.

(h) Evaluate the circumstances surrounding the incident and if there is a question of
policy non-compliance or if for any reason further investigation may be appropriate,
notify the Division Commander verbally or in writing depending on the urgency of the
circumstances.

In the event that a supervisor is unable to respond to the scene of an incident involving the reported
application of force, the supervisor is still expected to complete as many of the above items as
circumstances permit.

301.7.1 SHIFT SERGEANT RESPONSIBILITY

The Shift Sergeant shall review each use of force by any personnel within his/her command
to ensure compliance with this policy and to address any training. An inter-office memorandum
shall be forwarded to the Division Commander documenting the Shift Sergeant's findings and/or
recommendations regarding the use of force.
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301.8 TRAINING
Deputies, investigators, and supervisors will receive annual training on this policy and demonstrate
their knowledge and understanding (Government Code § 7286(b)).

301.8.1 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Required annual training shall include:

(@) Legal updates.

(b) De-escalation tactics, including alternatives to force.
(c) The duty to intercede.

(d) The duty to request and/or render medical aid.

(e) Warning shots (see the Firearms Policy).

()  All other subjects covered in this policy (e.g., use of deadly force, chokeholds and
carotid holds, discharge of a firearm at or from a moving vehicle, verbal warnings).

(g) Training courses required by and consistent with POST guidelines set forth in Penal
Code § 13519.10.

See the Training Policy for restrictions relating to deputies who are the subject of a sustained use
of force complaint.

301.8.2 STATE-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Required state-specific training shall include guidelines regarding vulnerable populations,
including but not limited to children, elderly persons, pregnant individuals, and individuals with
physical, mental, and developmental disabilities (Government Code § 7286(b)).

301.9 USE OF FORCE ANALYSIS

At least annually, all Division Commanders should prepare an analysis report on use of force
incidents. The report should be submitted to the Sheriff. The report should not contain the names
of deputies, suspects or case numbers, and should include:

(@) The identification of any trends in the use of force by members.
(b) Training needs recommendations.
(c) Equipment needs recommendations.
(d) Palicy revision recommendations.
301.10 USE OF FORCE COMPLAINTS
The receipt, processing, and investigation of civilian complaints involving use of force incidents

should be handled in accordance with the Personnel Complaints Policy (Government Code §
7286(b)).

301.11 POLICY REVIEW
The Sheriff or the authorized designee should regularly review and update this policy to reflect
developing practices and procedures (Government Code § 7286(b)).
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301.12 POLICY AVAILABILITY
The Sheriff or the authorized designee should ensure this policy is accessible to the public
(Government Code § 7286(c)).

301.13 PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS

Requests for public records involving a deputy’s personnel records shall be processed in
accordance with Penal Code § 832.7 and the Personnel Records and Records Maintenance and
Release policies (Government Code § 7286(b)).
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302.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for issuing firearms, the safe and legal carrying of firearms, firearms
maintenance and firearms training.

This policy does not apply to issues related to the use of a firearm that are addressed in the Use
of Force or Yolo County Protocol for Response to Officer-Involved Fatal Incidents policy.

This policy only applies to those members who are authorized to carry firearms.

302.2 POLICY

The Yolo County Sheriff's Office will equip its members with firearms to address the risks posed
to the public and office members by violent and sometimes well-armed persons. The Office will
ensure firearms are appropriate and in good working order and that relevant training is provided
as resources allow.

302.3 AUTHORIZED FIREARMS, AMMUNITION AND OTHER WEAPONS

Members shall only use firearms that are issued or approved by the Office and have been
thoroughly inspected by the Rangemaster or authorized designee. Except in an emergency or as
directed by a supervisor, no firearm shall be carried by a member who has not qualified with that
firearm at an authorized office range.

All other weapons not provided by the Office, including, but not limited to, edged weapons,
chemical or electronic weapons, impact weapons or any weapon prohibited or restricted by
law or that is not covered elsewhere by office policy, may not be carried by members in the
performance of their official duties without the express written authorization of the member’s
Division Commander. This exclusion does not apply to the carrying of a single folding pocketknife
that is not otherwise prohibited by law.

A deputy working a plain clothes assignment may be authorized to carry a revolver as his/her
primary handgun with approval of his/her supervisor.

302.3.1 HANDGUNS

The authorized office-issued handguns are the Glock Model 17 Glock Model 22 and Glock Model
45. Additionally, the authorized office-issued handguns for SWAT Operators are the Glock Model
35 and Sig Sauer Model 1911. The following additional handguns by make and caliber are
approved for on-duty use:

APPROVED MAKER APPROVED CALIBER

Glock 9Imm

Smith and Wesson .357 Sig

Sig Sauer .40 cal

Beretta .45 ACP
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Heckler & Koch

Sringfield

Colt

Ruger

Walther

1911/2011 Style approved handgun maker

Springfield
Sig Sauer
Colt
Kimber
Staccato

Members who have completed an approved "1911/2011 transition course” of no less than 8 hours
of instruction, may carry an approved 1911/2011 style handgun on-duty. If the course was not
instructed by the Yolo County Sheriff's Office range staff, the member must provide documentation
of such course, to be reviewed and approved by range staff.

302.3.2 SHOTGUNS
The authorized office-issued shotgun is the Remington 870 12 gauge. The following additional

shotguns by make and caliber are approved for on-duty use:

MAKE CALIBER

Browning 12 gauge

Benelli
Mossberg

Winchester

Weatherby
When not deployed, the shotgun shall be properly secured in a locking weapons rack in the patrol
vehicle with the magazine loaded, the action closed on an empty chamber, and the safety in the
safe position.

302.3.3 PATROL RIFLES
The authorized office-issued patrol rifle is the Colt AR-15. Additional makes and models

may be approved by the Rangemaster and Division Commander if the firearm meets military
specifications. The calibers for additionally approved rifles is restricted to .223, 5.56 and .308.

Members may deploy the patrol rifle in any circumstance where the member can articulate a
reasonable expectation that the rifle may be needed. Examples of some general guidelines for
deploying the patrol rifle may include, but are not limited to:
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(@) Situations where the member reasonably anticipates an armed encounter.

(b)  When a member is faced with a situation that may require accurate and effective fire
at long range.

(c) Situations where a member reasonably expects the need to meet or exceed a
suspect's firepower.

(d) When a member reasonably believes that there may be a need to fire on a barricaded
person or a person with a hostage.

(e) When a member reasonably believes that a suspect may be wearing body armor.
(H  When authorized or requested by a supervisor.
(@) When needed to euthanize an animal.

When not deployed, the patrol rifle shall be properly secured in a locking weapons rack in the
patrol vehicle with the chamber empty, magazine loaded and inserted into the magazine well, the
bolt forward with the dust cover closed, and the selector lever in the safe position.

Optics or laser sights may only be installed on a firearm carried on- or off-duty after they have
been examined and approved by the Rangemaster. Any approved sight shall only be installed
in strict accordance with manufacturer specifications. Once approved sights have been properly
installed on any firearm, the member shall qualify with the firearm to ensure proper functionality
and sighting of the firearm prior to carrying it.

Except in an approved training situation, a member may only sight in on a target when the member
would otherwise be justified in pointing a firearm at the target.

302.3.4 PERSONALLY OWNED DUTY FIREARMS

Members desiring to carry an authorized but personally owned duty firearm must receive written
approval from the Sheriff or the authorized designee. Once approved, personally owned duty
firearms are subject to the following restrictions:

(@) The firearm shall be in good working order and on the office list of approved firearms.

(b) The firearm shall be inspected by the Rangemaster prior to being carried and
thereafter shall be subject to inspection whenever it is deemed necessary.

(c) Prior to carrying the firearm, members shall qualify under range supervision and
thereafter shall qualify in accordance with the office qualification schedule. Members
must demonstrate proficiency and safe handling, and that the firearm functions

properly.

(d) Members shall provide written notice of the make, model, color, serial number and
caliber of the firearm to the Rangemaster, who will maintain a list of the information.

302.3.5 AUTHORIZED SECONDARY HANDGUN
Members desiring to carry office or personally owned secondary handguns are subject to the
following restrictions:

(@) The handgun shall be in good working order and on the office list of approved firearms.
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(@)

(h)

The purchase of the handgun and ammunition shall be the responsibility of the
member unless the handgun and ammunition are provided by the Office.

The handgun shall be carried concealed at all times and in such a manner as to prevent
unintentional cocking, discharge or loss of physical control.

The handgun shall be inspected by the Rangemaster or authorized designee prior
to being carried and thereafter shall be subject to inspection whenever it is deemed
necessary.

Ammunition shall be the same as office issue. If the caliber of the handgun is other
than office issue, the Sheriff or the authorized designee shall approve the ammunition.

Prior to carrying the secondary handgun, members shall qualify under range
supervision and thereafter shall qualify in accordance with the office qualification
schedule. Members must demonstrate proficiency and safe handling, and that the
handgun functions properly.

Members shall provide written notice of the make, model, color, serial number and
caliber of a secondary handgun to the Rangemaster, who will maintain a list of the
information.

In addition to the approved calibers for authorized office-issued handguns, the
following calibers are authorized for secondary handguns:.380, .38 Special and .357
Magnum.

302.3.6 AUTHORIZED OFF-DUTY FIREARMS

The carrying of firearms by members while off-duty is permitted by the Sheriff but may be rescinded
should circumstances dictate (e.g., administrative leave). Members who choose to carry a firearm
while off-duty, based on their authority as peace officers, will be required to meet the following

guidelines:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

The member may use his/her duty firearm or may use a personally owned firearm
that is carried and inspected in accordance with the Personally Owned Duty Firearms
requirements in this policy. A member carrying his/her duty firearm will be deemed to
have complied with (c), (d) and (e) of this section.

1. The purchase of the personally owned firearm and ammunition shall be the
responsibility of the member.

The firearm shall be carried concealed at all times and in such a manner as to prevent
accidental unintentional cocking, discharge or loss of physical control.

It will be the responsibility of the member to submit the firearm to the Rangemaster
or authorized designee for inspection prior to being personally carried. Thereafter the
firearm shall be subject to periodic inspection by the Rangemaster.

Prior to carrying any off-duty firearm, the member shall demonstrate to the
Rangemaster or authorized designee that he/she is proficient in handling and firing
the firearm and that it will be carried in a safe manner.

The member will successfully qualify with the firearm prior to it being carried.
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(H  Members shall provide written notice of the make, model, color, serial number and
caliber of the firearm to the Rangemaster, who will maintain a list of the information.

(g) If a member desires to use more than one firearm while off-duty, he/she may do so,
as long as all requirements set forth in this policy for each firearm are met.

(h) Members shall only carry office-authorized ammunition.

()  When armed, deputies shall carry their Yolo County Sheriff's Office identification cards
under circumstances requiring possession of such identification.

() Inaddition to the approved calibers for office-issued handguns, the following calibers
are authorized for off-duty use:.380, .38 Special and .357 Magnum.

302.3.7 AMMUNITION

Members shall carry only office-authorized ammunition. Members shall be issued fresh duty
ammunition in the specified quantity for all office-issued firearms during the member’s firearms
qualification. Replacements for unserviceable or depleted ammunition issued by the Office shall
be dispensed by the Rangemaster or authorized designee when needed, in accordance with
established policy.

Members carrying personally owned authorized firearms of a caliber differing from office-issued
firearms shall be responsible for obtaining fresh duty ammunition in accordance with the above,
at their own expense.

302.4 EQUIPMENT
Firearms carried on- or off-duty shall be maintained in a clean, serviceable condition. Maintenance
and repair of authorized personally owned firearms are the responsibility of the individual member.

302.4.1 REPAIRS OR MODIFICATIONS
Each member shall be responsible for promptly reporting any damage or malfunction of an
assigned firearm to a supervisor or the Rangemaster.

Firearms that are the property of the Office or personally owned firearms that are approved for
office use may be repaired or modified only by a person who is office-approved and certified as
an armorer or gunsmith in the repair of the specific firearm. Such modification or repair must be
authorized in advance by the Rangemaster.

Any repairs or modifications to the member’s personally owned firearm shall be done at his/her
expense and must be approved by the Rangemaster.

302.4.2 HOLSTERS

Only office-approved holsters shall be used and worn by members. Members shall periodically
inspect their holsters to make sure they are serviceable and provide the proper security and
retention of the handgun.
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302.4.3 TACTICAL LIGHTS

Tactical lights may only be installed on a firearm carried on- or off-duty after they have been
examined and approved by the Rangemaster. Once the approved tactical lights have been
properly installed on any firearm, the member shall qualify with the firearm to ensure proper
functionality and sighting of the firearm prior to carrying it.

302.4.4 HANDGUN OPTIC SIGHTS (RED DOT SIGHTS)

Optic sights may only be carried on-duty after the member has completed an approved "pistol
mounted optic course" of no less than 8 hours instruction. If the course was not instructed by the
Yolo County Sheriff's Office range staff, the member must provide documentation of such course,
to be reviewed and approved by range staff.

Optic sights may only be installed on a firearm carried on-duty after examination by an approved
Range Master. Any approved sighting system shall only be installed in strict accordance with
manufacturer specifications.

Red Dot Sights (RDS) or Reflex optics shall only be mounted in conjunction with raised, fixed iron
sights (back up iron sights/suppressor sights) and shall be mounted in such a way that will not
obstruct the use of the fixed iron sights. The iron sights shall "co-witness" with optic sights. Red
Dot Sights are not "laser” sights and do not cast a visible beam or laser to the target.

CO-WITNESS: This refers to the double verification of the target that occurs when you line up
your iron sights with the red dot or reflex sight. In an absolute co-witness sight picture, the red dot
sights dot image, should rest on the top of the front sight (touching the sight). In a lower third co-
witness sight picture, the dot image should rest above or within the lower third of the sight window.
The co-witness position is up to the individual member.

Once approved sights and optics have been properly installed and examined by approved Range
Master, the member shall show proficiency and pass an approved Yolo County Sheriff's Office
handgun qualification.

If a member chooses to carry the approved RDS, it is the responsibility of the member to
purchase their own firearm, RDS, back up iron sights and duty holster. At no time will department
issued firearms be modified or machined to accommodate the RDS or back up iron sights. If the
department issued firearm is factory milled to receive the RDS and back up iron sights, only then
may members have them installed at their own expense by an approved Range Master.

Recommended RDS brands include Trijicon, Leupold and Vortex. Other brands may be
considered with prior approval from the Range Master.

Except in an approved training situation, a member may only sight in on a target when the member
would otherwise be justified in pointing a firearm at the target.

302.4.5 STORAGE IN VEHICLES
When leaving a handgun in an unattended vehicle, members shall ensure that it is locked in the
trunk, or in alocked container that is placed out of view, or in a locked container that is permanently
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affixed to the vehicle's interior and not in plain view, or in a locked toolbox or utility box permanently
affixed to the vehicle (Penal Code § 25140; Penal Code § 25452).

If the vehicle does not have a trunk or a locked container, then the firearm should be locked within
the center utility console that can be locked with a padlock, keylock, combination lock, or other
similar locking device (Penal Code § 25140).

Deputies are exempt from these requirements during circumstances requiring immediate aid or
action in the course of official duties (Penal Code § 25140).

302.5 SAFE HANDLING, INSPECTION AND STORAGE
Members shall maintain the highest level of safety when handling firearms and shall consider the
following:

(@ Members shall not unnecessarily display or handle any firearm.

(b) Members shall be governed by all rules and regulations pertaining to the use of the
range and shall obey all orders issued by the Rangemaster. Members shall not dry
fire or practice quick draws except under Rangemaster supervision.

(c) Shotguns or rifles removed from vehicles or the equipment storage room shall be
loaded and unloaded in the parking lot and outside of the vehicle, using clearing
barrels.

(d) Members shall not place or store any firearm or other weapon on office premises
except where the place of storage is locked. No one shall carry firearms into the jail
section or any part thereof when securing or processing an arrestee, but shall place all
firearms in a secured location. Members providing access to the jail section to persons
from outside agencies are responsible for ensuring firearms are not brought into the
jail section.

(e) Members shall not use any automatic firearm, heavy caliber rifle, gas or other type of
chemical weapon or firearm from the armory, except with approval of a supervisor.

()  Any firearm authorized by the Office to be carried on- or off-duty that is determined
by a member to be malfunctioning or in need of service or repair shall not be carried.
It shall be promptly presented to the Office or a Rangemaster approved by the Office
for inspection and repair. Any firearm deemed in need of repair or service by the
Rangemaster will be immediately removed from service. If the firearm is the member’s
primary duty firearm, a replacement firearm will be issued to the member until the duty
firearm is serviceable.

302.5.1 INSPECTION AND STORAGE

Handguns shall be inspected regularly and upon access or possession by another person.
Shotguns and rifles shall be inspected at the beginning of the shift by the member to whom the
weapon is issued. The member shall ensure that the firearm is carried in the proper condition and
loaded with approved ammunition. Inspection of the shotgun and rifle shall be done while standing
outside of the patrol vehicle. All firearms shall be pointed in a safe direction or into clearing barrels.
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Firearms may be safely stored in lockers or another approved location at the end of the shift.
Handguns may remain loaded if they are secured in an appropriate holster. Shotguns and rifles
shall be unloaded in a safe manner outside the building and then stored in the appropriate
equipment storage room.

302.5.2 STORAGE AT HOME

Members shall ensure that all firearms are secured while in their homes, vehicles or any other
area under their control, and in a manner that will keep them inaccessible to children and others
who should not have access. Members shall not permit office-issued firearms to be handled by
anyone not authorized by the Office to do so. Members should be aware that negligent storage of
a firearm could result in civil and criminal liability (Penal Code § 25100 ).

302.5.3 ALCOHOL AND DRUGS

Firearms shall not be carried by any member, either on- or off-duty, who has consumed an amount
of an alcoholic beverage, has taken any drugs or medication, or has taken any combination thereof
that would tend to adversely affect the member’s senses or judgment.

302.6 FIREARMS TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS

All members who carry a firearm while on-duty are required to successfully complete training with
their duty firearms. In addition to scheduled training, all members will qualify at least annually with
their duty firearms. Members will qualify with off-duty and secondary firearms at least oncea year.
Training and qualifications must be on an approved range course.

At least annually, all members carrying a firearm should receive practical training designed to
simulate field situations including low-light shooting.

302.6.1 NON-CERTIFICATION OR NON-QUALIFICATION

If any member fails to meet minimum standards for firearms training or qualification for any
reason, including injury, illness, duty status or scheduling conflict, that member shall submit
a memorandum to his/her immediate supervisor prior to the end of the required training or
gualification period.

Those who fail to meet minimum standards or qualify on their first shooting attempt shall be
provided remedial training and will be subject to the following requirements:

(@) Additional range assignments may be scheduled to assist the member in
demonstrating consistent firearm proficiency.

(b) Members shall be given credit for a range training or qualification when obtaining a
qualifying score or meeting standards after remedial training.

(c) No range credit will be given for the following:
1. Unauthorized range make-up

2. Failure to meet minimum standards or qualify after remedial training
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Members who repeatedly fail to meet minimum standards will be removed from field assignment
and may be subject to disciplinary action.

302.7 FIREARM DISCHARGE

Except during training or recreational use, any member who discharges a firearm intentionally
or unintentionally, on- or off-duty, shall make a verbal report to his/her supervisor as soon as
circumstances permit. If the discharge results in injury or death to another person, additional
statements and reports shall be made in accordance with the Yolo County Protocol for Response
to Officer Involved Fatal Incidents. If a firearm was discharged as a use of force, the involved
member shall adhere to the additional reporting requirements set forth in the Use of Force Policy.In
all other cases, written reports shall be made as follows:

(@) If on-duty at the time of the incident, the member shall file a written report with his/her
Division Commander or provide a recorded statement to investigators prior to the end
of shift, unless otherwise directed.

(b) If off-duty at the time of the incident, a written report shall be submitted or recorded
statement provided no later than the end of the next regularly scheduled shift, unless
otherwise directed by a supervisor.

302.7.1 DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS

Members are authorized to use firearms to stop an animal in circumstances where the animal
reasonably appears to pose an imminent threat to human safety and alternative methods are not
reasonably available or would likely be ineffective.

In circumstances where there is sufficient advance notice that a potentially dangerous animal
may be encountered, office members should develop reasonable contingency plans for dealing
with the animal (e.qg., fire extinguisher, TASER® device, oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray, animal
control officer). Nothing in this policy shall prohibit any member from shooting a dangerous animal
if circumstances reasonably dictate that a contingency plan has failed or becomes impractical.

302.7.2 INJURED ANIMALS

With the approval of a supervisor, a member may euthanize an animal that is so badly injured that
human compassion requires its removal from further suffering and where other dispositions are
impractical (Penal Code § 597.1(e)).

Injured animals (with the exception of dogs and cats) may only be euthanized after a reasonable
search to locate the owner has been made (Penal Code § 597.1(b)). Injured dogs and cats found
without their owners shall be taken to an appropriate veterinarian for determination of whether
they should be treated or humanely destroyed.

302.7.3 WARNING AND OTHER SHOTS
Generally, warning shots or shots fired for the purpose of summoning aid are discouraged and

may not be discharged.
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302.8 RANGEMASTER DUTIES

The range will be under the exclusive control of the Rangemaster. All members attending will
follow the directions of the Rangemaster or authorized designee. The Rangemaster or authorized
designee will maintain a roster of all members attending the range and will submit the roster to
the Training Manager after each range date. Failure of any member to sign in and out with the
Rangemaster may result in non-qualification.

The range shall remain operational and accessible to Office members during hours established
by the Office.

The Rangemaster has the responsibility of making periodic inspection, at least once a year, of all
duty firearms carried by members of this office to verify proper operation. The Rangemaster has
the authority to deem any office-issued or personally owned firearm unfit for service. The member
will be responsible for all repairs to his/her personally owned firearm and it will not be returned to
service until inspected by the Rangemaster.

The Rangemaster has the responsibility for ensuring each member meets the minimum
requirements during training shoots and, on at least a yearly basis, can demonstrate proficiency
in the care, cleaning and safety of all firearms the member is authorized to carry.

The Rangemaster shall complete and submit to the Training Manager documentation of the
training courses provided. Documentation shall include the qualifications of each instructor who
provides the training, a description of the training provided and, on a form that has been approved
by the Office, a list of each member who completes the training. The Rangemaster should keep
accurate records of all training shoots, qualifications, repairs, maintenance or other records as
directed by the Training Manager.

302.9 FLYING WHILE ARMED

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has imposed rules governing law enforcement
officers flying armed on commercial aircraft. The following requirements apply to deputies who
intend to be armed while flying on a commercial air carrier or flights where screening is conducted
(49 CFR 1544.219):

(@) Deputies wishing to fly while armed must be flying in an official capacity, not for
vacation or pleasure, and must have a need to have the firearm accessible, as
determined by the Office based on the law and published TSA rules.

(b) Deputies must carry their Yolo County Sheriff's Office identification card, bearing the
deputy’s name, a full-face photograph, identification number, the deputy’s signature
and the signature of the Sheriff or the official seal of the Office and must present
this identification to airline officials when requested. The deputy should also carry
the standard photo identification needed for passenger screening by airline and TSA
officials (e.g., driver license, passport).

(c) The Yolo County Sheriff's Office must submit a National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System (NLETS) message prior to the deputy's travel. If
approved, TSA will send the Yolo County Sheriff's Office an NLETS message
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(@)

(h)

()

containing a unique alphanumeric identifier. The deputy must present the message
on the day of travel to airport personnel as authorization to travel while armed.

An official letter signed by the Sheriff authorizing armed travel may also accompany
the deputy. The letter should outline the deputy’s need to fly armed, detail his/her
itinerary, and include that the deputy has completed the mandatory TSA training for
a law enforcement officer flying while armed.

Deputies must have completed the mandated TSA security training covering deputies
flying while armed. The training shall be given by the office-appointed instructor.

It is the deputy’s responsibility to notify the air carrier in advance of the intended
armed travel. This notification should be accomplished by early check-in at the carrier's
check-in counter.

Any deputy flying while armed should discreetly contact the flight crew prior to take-
off and notify them of his/her assigned seat.

Discretion must be used to avoid alarming passengers or crew by displaying a
firearm. The deputy must keep the firearm concealed on his/her person at all times.
Firearms are not permitted in carry-on luggage and may not be stored in an overhead
compartment.

Deputies should try to resolve any problems associated with flying armed through
the flight captain, ground security manager, TSA representative or other management
representative of the air carrier.

Deputies shall not consume alcoholic beverages while aboard an aircraft, or within
eight hours prior to boarding an aircraft.

302.10 CARRYING FIREARMS OUT OF STATE
Qualified, active, full-time deputies of this Office are authorized to carry a concealed firearm in all
other states subject to the following conditions (18 USC § 926B ):

(@)

(b)
(€)

(d)

The deputy shall carry his/her Yolo County Sheriff's Office identification card whenever
carrying such firearm.

The deputy is not the subject of any current disciplinary action.

The deputy may not be under the influence of alcohol or any other intoxicating or
hallucinatory drug.

The deputy will remain subject to this and all other office policies (including qualifying
and training).

Deputies are cautioned that individual states may enact local regulations that permit private
persons or entities to prohibit or restrict the possession of concealed firearms on their property,
or that prohibit or restrict the possession of firearms on any state or local government property,
installation, building, base or park. Federal authority may not shield a deputy from arrest and
prosecution in such locally restricted areas. Active sworn peace officers from other states are
subject to all requirements set forth in 18 USC § 926B.
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303.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for the use and maintenance of control devices that are described

in this policy.

303.2 POLICY
In order to control subjects who are violent or who demonstrate the intent to be violent, the

Yolo County Sheriff's Office authorizes deputies to use control devices in accordance with the
guidelines in this policy and the Use of Force Policy.

303.3 ISSUING, CARRYING AND USING CONTROL DEVICES
Control devices described in this policy may be carried and used by members of this office only if
the device has been issued by the Office or approved by the Sheriff or the authorized designee.

Only deputies who have successfully completed office-approved training in the use of any control
device are authorized to carry and use the device.

Control devices may be used when a decision has been made to control, restrain or arrest a
subject who is violent or who demonstrates the intent to be violent, and the use of the device
appears reasonable under the circumstances. When reasonable, a verbal warning and opportunity
to comply should precede the use of these devices.

When using control devices, deputies should carefully consider potential impact areas in order to
minimize injuries and unintentional targets.

303.4 RESPONSIBILITIES

303.4.1 SHIFT SERGEANT RESPONSIBILITIES
The Shift Sergeant may authorize the use of a control device by selected personnel or members
of specialized units who have successfully completed the required training.

303.4.2 INVENTORY CONTROL RESPONSIBILITIES

Division Commanders shall control the inventory and issuance of all control devices and shall
ensure that all damaged, inoperative, outdated or expended control devices or munitions are
properly disposed of, repaired or replaced.

Every control device will be periodically inspected by the Division Commander or the designated
instructor for a particular control device. The inspection shall be documented.

303.4.3 USER RESPONSIBILITIES
All normal maintenance, charging or cleaning shall remain the responsibility of personnel using

the various devices.

Any damaged, inoperative, outdated or expended control devices or munitions, along with
documentation explaining the cause of the damage, shall be returned to the Division Commander
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or authorized designee for disposition. Damage to County property forms shall also be prepared
and forwarded through the chain of command, when appropriate, explaining the cause of damage.

303.5 BATON GUIDELINES

The need to immediately control a suspect must be weighed against the risk of causing serious
injury. The head, neck, throat, spine, heart, kidneys and groin should not be intentionally targeted
except when the deputy reasonably believes the suspect poses an imminent threat of serious
bodily injury or death to the deputy or others.

When carrying a baton, uniformed personnel shall carry the baton in its authorized holder on the
equipment belt. Plainclothes and non-field personnel may carry the baton as authorized and in
accordance with the needs of their assignment or at the direction of their supervisor.

303.6 TEAR GAS GUIDELINES

Tear gas may be used for crowd control, crowd dispersal or against barricaded suspects based
on the circumstances. Only the Watch Commander, Incident Commander or Special Weapons
and Tactics Commander may authorize the delivery and use of tear gas, and only after evaluating
all conditions known at the time and determining that such force reasonably appears justified and
necessary.

When practicable, fire personnel should be alerted or summoned to the scene prior to the
deployment of tear gas to control any fires and to assist in providing medical aid or gas evacuation
if needed.

303.7 OLEORESIN CAPSICUM (OC) GUIDELINES

As with other control devices, oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray and pepper projectiles may be
considered for use to bring under control an individual or groups of individuals who are engaging in,
or are about to engage in violent behavior. Pepper projectiles and OC spray should not, however,
be used against individuals or groups who merely fail to disperse or do not reasonably appear to
present a risk to the safety of officers or the public.

303.7.1 OC SPRAY

Uniformed personnel carrying OC spray shall carry the device in its holster on the equipment belt.
Plainclothes and non-field personnel may carry OC spray as authorized, in accordance with the
needs of their assignment or at the direction of their supervisor.

303.7.2 PEPPER PROJECTILE SYSTEMS

Pepper projectiles are plastic spheres that are filled with a derivative of OC powder. Because the
compressed gas launcher delivers the projectiles with enough force to burst the projectiles on
impact and release the OC powder, the potential exists for the projectiles to inflict injury if they
strike the head, neck, or spine. Therefore, personnel using a pepper projectile system should not
intentionally target those areas, except when the deputy reasonably believes the suspect poses
an imminent threat of serious bodily injury or death to the deputy or others.
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Deputies encountering a situation that warrants the use of a pepper projectile system shall notify
a supervisor as soon as practicable. A supervisor shall respond to all pepper projectile system
incidents where the suspect has been hit or exposed to the chemical agent. The supervisor shall
ensure that all notifications and reports are completed as required by the Use of Force Policy.

Each deployment of a pepper projectile system shall be documented. This includes situations
where the launcher was directed toward the suspect, whether or not the launcher was used.
Unintentional discharges shall be promptly reported to a supervisor and documented on the
appropriate report form. Only non-incident use of a pepper projectile system, such as training and
product demonstrations, is exempt from the reporting requirement.

303.7.3 TREATMENT FOR OC SPRAY EXPOSURE

Persons who have been sprayed with or otherwise affected by the use of OC should be promptly
provided with clean water to cleanse the affected areas. Those persons who complain of further
severe effects shall be examined by appropriate medical personnel.

303.8 POST-APPLICATION NOTICE

Whenever tear gas or OC has been introduced into a residence, building interior, vehicle or
other enclosed area, deputies should provide the owners or available occupants with notice of
the possible presence of residue that could result in irritation or injury if the area is not properly
cleaned. Such notice should include advisement that clean up will be at the owner's expense.
Information regarding the method of notice and the individuals notified should be included in
related reports.

303.9 KINETIC ENERGY PROJECTILE GUIDELINES

This office is committed to reducing the potential for violent confrontations. Kinetic energy
projectiles, when used properly, are less likely to result in death or serious physical injury and can
be used in an attempt to de-escalate a potentially deadly situation.

303.9.1 DEPLOYMENT

Only office-approved kinetic energy munitions shall be carried and deployed. Approved munitions
may be used to compel an individual to cease his/her actions when such munitions present a
reasonable option.

Deputies are not required or compelled to use approved munitions in lieu of other reasonable
tactics if the involved deputy determines that deployment of these munitions cannot be done
safely. The safety of hostages, innocent persons and deputies takes priority over the safety of
subjects engaged in criminal or suicidal behavior.

Circumstances appropriate for deployment include, but are not limited to, situations in which:

(@) The suspect is armed with a weapon and the tactical circumstances allow for the safe
application of approved munitions.

(b) The suspect has made credible threats to harm him/herself or others.
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(c) The suspect is engaged in riotous behavior or is throwing rocks, bottles or other
dangerous projectiles at people and/or deputies.

(d) There is probable cause to believe that the suspect has already committed a crime of
violence and is refusing to comply with lawful orders.

303.9.2 DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS
Before discharging projectiles, the deputy should consider such factors as:

(a) Distance and angle to target.

(b)  Type of munitions employed.

(c) Type and thickness of subject's clothing.
(d)  The subject's proximity to others.

(e) The location of the subject.

()  Whether the subject's actions dictate the need for an immediate response and the use
of control devices appears appropriate.

A verbal warning of the intended use of the device should precede its application, unless it would
otherwise endanger the safety of deputies or when it is not practicable due to the circumstances.
The purpose of the warning is to give the individual a reasonable opportunity to voluntarily comply
and to warn other deputies and individuals that the device is being deployed.

Deputies should keep in mind the manufacturer's recommendations and their training regarding
effective distances and target areas. However, deputies are not restricted solely to use
according to manufacturer recommendations. Each situation must be evaluated on the totality of
circumstances at the time of deployment.

The need to immediately incapacitate the subject must be weighed against the risk of causing
serious injury or death. The head, neck, spine or groin. should not be intentionally targeted, except
when the deputy reasonably believes the suspect poses an imminent threat of serious bodily injury
or death to the deputy or others.

303.9.3 SAFETY PROCEDURES
12-gage launcher and 40mm launchers specifically designated for use with kinetic energy
projectiles will be specially marked in a manner that makes them readily identifiable as such.

Deputies will inspect the 12-gage launcher, 40mm launcher, and projectiles at the beginning of
each shift to ensure that the launchers are in proper working order and the projectiles are within
their scope of training, of the approved type and appear to be free from defects.

When not deployed, the 12-gage launcher and 40mm launcher will be unloaded and properly and
securely stored in the vehicle. When deploying the kinetic energy projectile launchers, the deputy
shall visually inspect the kinetic energy projectiles to ensure that conventional ammunition is not
being loaded into the launcher.
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Absent compelling circumstances, deputies who must transition from conventional ammunition to
kinetic energy projectiles will employ the two-person rule for loading. The two- person rule is a
safety measure in which a second deputy watches the unloading and loading process to ensure
that the weapon is completely emptied of conventional ammunition.

303.9.4 AUTHORIZED WEAPONS SYSTEMS
Only deputies who have successfully completed office-approved training in the use of a projectile
are authorized to carry and use that projectile.

a. 12-gage less lethal projectile
b. 40mm less lethal projectile
c..68 caliber ball non-lethal projectile

d..68 caliber shape non-lethal projectile

303.10 AUTHORIZED KINETIC ENERGY PROJECTILES

Only deputies who have successfully completed office-approved training in the use of a projectile
are authorized to carry and use that projectile.

a. 12-gage less lethal projectile
b. 40mm less lethal projectile
.68 caliber ball non-lethal projectile

d.68 caliber shape non-lethal projectile

303.11 TRAINING FOR CONTROL DEVICES

The Training Manager shall ensure that all personnel who are authorized to carry a control device
have been properly trained and certified to carry the specific control device and are retrained or
recertified as necessary.

(@) Proficiency training shall be monitored and documented by a certified, control-device
weapons or tactics instructor.

(b) All training and proficiency for control devices will be documented in the deputy's
training file

(c) Deputies who fail to demonstrate proficiency with the control device or knowledge of
this agency's Use of Force Policy will be provided remedial training. If a deputy cannot
demonstrate proficiency with a control device or knowledge of this agency's Use of
Force Policy after remedial training, the deputy will be restricted from carrying the
control device and may be subject to discipline.

303.12 REPORTING USE OF CONTROL DEVICES AND TECHNIQUES
Any application of a control device or technique listed in this policy shall be documented in the
related incident report and reported pursuant to the Use of Force Policy.
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304.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for the issuance and use of the conducted energy device (CED).

304.2 POLICY
The CED is used in an attempt to control a violent or potentially violent individual. The appropriate
use of such a device may result in fewer serious injuries to deputies and suspects.

304.3 ISSUANCE AND CARRYING CEDS
Only members who have successfully completed office-approved training may be issued and may
carry the CED.

The Rangemasteror designee should keep a log of issued CED devices and the serial numbers
of cartridges/magazines issued to members.

CEDs are issued for use during a member's current assignment. Those leaving a particular
assignment may be required to return the device to the office inventory.

Deputies shall only use the CED and cartridges/magazines that have been issued by the Office.
Cartridges/magazines should not be used after the manufacturer's expiration date.

Uniformed deputies who have been issued the CED shall wear the device in an approved holster.

Deputies who carry the CED while in uniform shall carry it in a holster on the side opposite the
duty weapon (Penal Code § 13660).

(@) All CEDs shall be clearly distinguishable to differentiate them from the duty weapon
and any other device.

(b) For single-shot devices, whenever practicable, deputies should carry an additional
cartridge on their person when carrying the CED.

(c) Deputies should not hold a firearm and the CED at the same time.

Non-uniformed deputies may secure the CED in a concealed, secure location in the driver's
compartment of their vehicles.

304.3.1 USER RESPONSIBILITIES

Deputies shall be responsible for ensuring that the issued CED is properly maintained and in
good working order. This includes a function test and battery life monitoring, as required by the
manufacturer, and should be completed prior to the beginning of the deputy's shift.

CEDs that are damaged or inoperative, or cartridges/magazines that are expired or damaged,
shall be returned to the Rangemaster for disposition. Deputies shall submit documentation stating
the reason for the return and how the CED or cartridge/magazine was damaged or became
inoperative, if known.
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304.1 VERBAL AND VISUAL WARNINGS

A verbal warning of the intended use of the CED should precede its application, unless it would
otherwise endanger the safety of deputies or when it is not practicable due to the circumstances.
The purpose of the warning is to:

(@) Provide the individual with a reasonable opportunity to voluntarily comply.
(b) Provide other deputies and individuals with a warning that the CED may be deployed.

If, after a verbal warning, an individual fails to voluntarily comply with a deputy's lawful orders
and it appears both reasonable and feasible under the circumstances, the deputy may, but is not
required to, activate any warning on the device, which may include display of the electrical arc,
an audible warning, or the laser in a further attempt to gain compliance prior to the application of
the CED. The laser should not be intentionally directed into anyone's eyes.

The fact that a verbal or other warning was given or the reasons it was not given shall be
documented by the deputy deploying the CED in the related report.

304.5 USE OF THE CED

The CED has limitations and restrictions requiring consideration before its use. The CED should
only be used when its operator can safely deploy the device within its operational range. Although
the CED may be effective in controlling most individuals, deputies should be aware that the device
may not achieve the intended results and be prepared with other options.

If sufficient personnel are available and can be safely assigned, a deputy designated as lethal
cover for any deputy deploying a CED may be considered for officer safety.

304.5.1 APPLICATION OF THE CED
The CED may be used, when the circumstances reasonably perceived by the deputy at the time
indicate that such application reasonably appears necessary to control a person who:

(&) Isviolent or is physically resisting.
(b) Has demonstrated, by words or action, an intention to be violent or to physically resist,
and reasonably appears to present the potential to harm deputies, themself, or others.

Mere flight from a pursuing deputy, without additional circumstances or factors, is not good cause
for the use of the CED to apprehend an individual.

The CED shall not be used to psychologically torment, to elicit statements, or to punish any
individual.

304.5.2 SPECIAL DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS

The use of the CED on certain individuals should generally be avoided unless the totality of
the circumstances indicates that other available options reasonably appear ineffective or would
present a greater danger to the deputy, the subject or others, and the deputy reasonably believes
that the need to control the individual outweighs the potential risk of using the device. This includes:

(@) Individuals who are known to be pregnant.
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(b) Elderly individuals or obvious juveniles.
(¢) Individuals with obviously low body mass.
(d) Individuals who are handcuffed or otherwise restrained.

(e) Individuals known to have been recently sprayed with a flammable chemical agent or
who are otherwise known to be in close proximity to any known combustible vapor or
flammable material, including alcohol-based oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray.

(H Individuals whose position or activity is likely to result in collateral injury (e.g., falls
from height, located in water, operating vehicles).

Any CED capable of being applied in the drive-stun mode (i.e., direct contact without probes as a
primary form of pain compliance) should be limited to supplementing the probe-mode to complete
the circuit, or as a distraction technique to gain separation between deputies and the subject,
thereby giving deputies time and distance to consider other force options or actions.

304.5.3 TARGETING CONSIDERATIONS

Recognizing that the dynamics of a situation and movement of the subject may affect target
placement of probes, when practicable, deputies should attempt to target the back, lower center
mass, and upper legs of the subject, and avoid intentionally targeting the head, neck, area of the
heart, or genitals. If circumstances result in one or more probes inadvertently striking an area
outside of the preferred target zones, the individual should be closely monitored until examined
by paramedics or other medical personnel.

304.5.4 MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS OF THE CED

Once a deputy has successfully deployed two probes on the subject, the deputy should continually
assess the subject to determine if additional probe deployments or cycles reasonably appear
necessary. Additional factors deputies may consider include but are not limited to:

(@) Whether it is reasonable to believe that the need to control the individual outweighs
the potentially increased risk posed by multiple applications.

(b)  Whether the probes are making proper contact.

(c) Whether the individual has the ability and has been given a reasonable opportunity
to comply.

(d)  Whether verbal commands or other options or tactics may be more effective.

Given that on certain devices (e.g., TASER 10™) each trigger pull deploys a single probe, the
deputy must pull the trigger twice to deploy two probes to create the possibility of neuro-muscular
incapacitation.

304.5.5 ACTIONS FOLLOWING DEPLOYMENTS

Deputies should take appropriate actions to control and restrain the individual as soon as
reasonably practicable to minimize the need for longer or multiple exposures to the CED. As
soon as practicable, deputies shall notify a supervisor any time the CED has been discharged. If
needed for evidentiary purposes, the expended cartridge, along with any probes and wire, should
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be submitted into evidence (including confetti tags, when equipped on the device). The evidence
packaging should be marked "Biohazard" if the probes penetrated the subject's skin.

304.5.6 DANGEROUS ANIMALS
The CED may be deployed against an animal if the animal reasonably appears to pose an

imminent threat to human safety.

304.5.7 OFF-DUTY CONSIDERATIONS
Deputies are not authorized to carry office CEDs while off-duty.

Deputies shall ensure that CEDs are secured while in their homes, vehicles, or any other area
under their control, in a manner that will keep the device inaccessible to others.

304.6 DOCUMENTATION

Deputies shall document all CED discharges in the related arrest/crime reports and the use of
force reports.. Photographs should be taken of any obvious probe impact or drive-stun application
sites and attached to the CED report form. Notification shall also be made to a supervisor in
compliance with the Use of Force Policy. Unintentional discharges, pointing the device at a person,
audible warning, laser activation, and arcing the device, other than for testing purposes, will also
be documented on the report form. Data downloads from the CED after use on a subject should
be done as soon as practicable using a office-approved process to preserve the data.

304.6.1 CED REPORT FORM

As applicable based on the device type, items that shall be included in the use of force report are:
(@) The brand, model, and serial number of the CED and any cartridge/magazine.
(b) Date, time, and location of the incident.
(c) Whether any warning, display, laser, or arc deterred a subject and gained compliance.

(d) The number of probes deployed, CED activations, the duration of each cycle, the
duration between activations, and (as best as can be determined) the duration that
the subject received applications.

(e) The range at which the CED was used.

()  The type of mode used (e.g., probe deployment, drive-stun).
(g) Location of any probe impact.

(h) Location of contact in drive-stun mode.

(i)  Description of where missed probes went.

()  Whether medical care was provided to the subject.

(k)  Whether the subject sustained any injuries.

(D0  Whether any deputies sustained any injuries.

The Training Manager should periodically analyze the report forms to identify trends, including
deterrence and effectiveness. The Training Manager should also conduct audits of CED
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device data downloaded to an approved location and reconcile use of force repots with
recorded activations. CED information and statistics, with identifying information removed, should
periodically be made available to the public.

304.6.2 REPORTS
The deputy should include the following in the arrest/crime report:

(&) Identification of all personnel firing CEDs

(b) Identification of all withesses

(c) Medical care provided to the subject

(d) Observations of the subject's physical and physiological actions

(e) Any known or suspected drug use, intoxication, or other medical problems

304.7 MEDICAL TREATMENT

Consistent with local medical personnel protocols and absent extenuating circumstances, only
appropriate medical personnel or deputies trained in probe removal and handling should remove
CED probes from a person's body. Used CED probes shall be treated as a sharps biohazard,
similar to a used hypodermic needle, and handled appropriately. Universal precautions should
be taken.

All persons who have been struck by CED probes or who have been subjected to the electric
discharge of the device, or who sustained direct exposure of the laser to the eyes shall be medically
assessed prior to booking. Additionally, any such individual who falls under any of the following
categories should, as soon as practicable, be examined by paramedics or other qualified medical
personnel:

(@) The person is suspected of being under the influence of controlled substances and/
or alcohol.

(b) The person may be pregnant.
(c) The person reasonably appears to be in need of medical attention.

(d) The CED probes are lodged in a sensitive area (e.g., groin, female breast, head, face,
neck).

(e) The person requests medical treatment.

Any individual exhibiting signs of distress or who is exposed to multiple or prolonged applications
shall be transported to a medical facility for examination or medically evaluated prior to booking.
If any individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal should be withessed by another deputy
and/or medical personnel and shall be fully documented in related reports. If an audio/video
recording is made of the contact or an interview with the individual, any refusal should be included,
if possible.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Conducted Energy Device - 84
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Conducted Energy Device

The transporting deputy shall inform any person providing medical care or receiving custody that
the individual has been subjected to the application of the CED (see the Medical Aid and Response
Policy).

304.8 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES

When possible, supervisors should respond to calls when they reasonably believe there is a
likelihood the CED may be used. A supervisor should respond to all incidents where the CED
was activated.

A supervisor should review each incident where a person has been exposed to a CED. The
device should be placed in the charging port as soon as possibleRangemasteror designee and
the log saved with the related arrest/crime report number in the CED data storage software.
The supervisor should arrange for photographs of probe sites to be taken and witnesses to be
interviewed.

304.9 TRAINING

Personnel who are authorized to carry the CED shall be permitted to do so only after successfully
completing the initial office-approved training. Any personnel who have not carried the CED as a
part of their assignments for a period of six months or more shall be recertified by a qualified CED
instructor prior to again carrying or using the device.

Proficiency training for personnel who have been issued CEDs should occur every year. A
reassessment of a deputy's knowledge and/or practical skills may be required at any time,
if deemed appropriate by the Training Manager. All training and proficiency for CEDs will be
documented in the deputy's training files.

Command staff, supervisors, and investigators should receive CED training as appropriate for the
investigations they conduct and review.

Deputies who do not carry CEDs should receive training that is sufficient to familiarize them with
the device and with working with deputies who use the device.

The Training Manager is responsible for ensuring that all members who carry CEDs have received
initial and annual proficiency training. Periodic audits should be used for verification.

Application of CEDs during training could result in injuries and should not be mandatory for
certification.

The Training Manager should include the following training:
(@) Areview of this policy.
(b) A review of the Use of Force Palicy.

(c) Performing weak-hand draws or cross-draws until proficient to reduce the possibility
of unintentionally drawing and firing a firearm.

(d) Target area considerations, to include techniques or options to reduce the
unintentional application of probes to the head, neck, area of the heart, and groin.
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(e) Scenario-based training, including virtual reality training when available.

(H  Handcuffing a subject during the application of the CED and transitioning to other force
options.

(g) De-escalation techniques.
(h) Restraint techniques that do not impair respiration following the application of the CED.

(i)  Proper use of cover and concealment during deployment of the CED for purposes of
officer safety.

()  Proper tactics and techniques related to multiple applications of CEDs.
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305.1 PURPOSE
To establish a uniform protocol for the investigation of Deputy-Involved Fatal Incidents (DIFI) by

Outside Agency Assistance.

This protocol recognizes the need for independent review of uses of force by sworn peace officers
employed in Yolo County, especially when the use of force results in the death or serious injury
of any involved party. It considers available investigative resources within Yolo County while
maintaining a best-practices approach of having an independent, outside agency investigate the
major force application of another.

305.2 APPLICATION
This cooperative agreement establishes a reliance on designated resources and guidelines for
outside assistance when this protocol is activated.

Each individual agency retains the discretion to adopt, reject, or modify any portion of these
guidelines in accordance with existing rules and regulations of that agency.

Nothing contained herein is intended to increase, modify, or in any way affect the current legal
standards, nor shall any deviation from these guidelines be considered a breach of any legal
standard.

305.3 DEFINITIONS

(@) Deputy-Involved Fatal Incident : Any force incident resulting in the death or serious
injury of any party involved.

(b)  Serious Injury: For the purpose of this protocol, serious injury includes any gunshot
wound and any injury that, upon initial assessment, is likely to lead to the death,
paralysis or other permanent change in physical capability.

(c) Jurisdictional Agency: The law enforcement agency with primary jurisdiction over
the physical location of an incident. If an incident spans multiple jurisdiction areas,
the Jurisdictional Agency will be determined as the location wherein the actual DIFI
took place.

(d) Primary Agency: The employing agency of the officer(s) involved in the actual DIFI
force application and/or employing the officers that suffer serious injury or death as
the result of an DIFI.

(e) Involved Agency: Any agency involved in the DIFI, whether or not its officers were
involved in the actual force application that led to the DIFI.

(H  Uninvolved Agency: A local law enforcement agency that had no involvement in the
DIFI and that has the capacity to conduct an independent investigation related to an
DIFI.
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305.4 PROTOCOL
Since DIFIs generally involve multiple considerations, it is recognized that several separate, but

parallel and often overlapping investigations may be conducted.

305.4.1 JURISDICTION
A. The agency (hereinafter "jurisdictional agency"), having original jurisdiction over the location of

the DIFI should have primary authority over the investigation. While cooperation among involved
agencies is critical, control of the investigation should remain with the jurisdictional agency unless
voluntarily relinquished in whole or in part.

1. Acknowledging that the jurisdictional and primary agencies may not always be the same,
once the area has been secured to the extent that there no longer appears to be a threat
to immediate safety, a supervisor from the primary agency should attempt to obtain a brief
overview of the situation from any uninvolved officer.

In the event there are no uninvolved deputies present during the actual event leading to
the use of force or death, the supervisor should attempt to obtain a brief overview from one
involved deputy If there is an immediate need for public safety information to secure the
scene and pursue suspects, such as outstanding suspect information, number and direction
of shots fired, parameters of the incident scene, identity of known witnesses, and similar
information, a supervisor from the primary agency may administratively order any officer to
immediately provide such public safety information.

Absent a voluntary statement from any involved deputies,the initial scene supervisor should
not attempt to compel or order an deputy to provide any information, except for pertinent
public safety information as specified above.

2. In accordance with primary and jurisdictional agency procedures, internal and
supplemental resources should be requested as soon as practicable. These primary and
jurisdictional agency resources should work in coordination with each other and/or those
summoned from an uninvolved agency to lead the investigation of involved officer(s) actions.

(@) The primary agency should request an immediate investigation by an uninvolved
agency to determine the criminal culpability, if any, of those law enforcement officers
involved in the DIFI.

(b) The primary agency will conduct a parallel criminal investigation of any suspects
involved in related crimes for the purpose of submitting a report to the District Attorney
to review for criminal charging or issuance of arrest warrant(s), and/or to complete the
criminal investigation initiated by their officer(s).

(c) Each agency with deputies or officer(s) involved shall be responsible for its own
internal administrative investigation of the conduct of its own staff.

(d) Additional resources such as psychological counselors and civil liability response
teams may be requested by any involved agency and should be accommodated to
the extent reasonably practicable.
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305.4.2 UNINVOLVED AGENCY INVESTIGATION

An uninvolved agency will respond, by request of the primary or jurisdictional agency head or their
designee, to the scene of any police DIFI. The uninvolved agency will conduct an independent
criminal investigation of the involved officer(s) use of force and prepare investigative reports to
submit to the District Attorney for review. This review could lead to requests for further investigative
work or could be sufficient for legal review of the DIFI.

(@) It is not the duty of nor should the uninvolved agency be expected to conduct the
requesting agency's internal administrative or potential civil liability investigations.

(b) During the investigation of the Involved Deputies conduct, the Uninvolved Agency will
honor the deputies legal rights pursuant to California Government Code 3300-3313
(Public Safety Officers Procedural Bill of Rights).

(@) It is recognized that there are times when officer(s) legal counsel will advise
against making a voluntary statement. Instead, customarily, the police officer's
legal counsel will offer an involuntary statement that is compelled by virtue of an
administrative order from a superior officer from the involved deputies employing
agency. Any compelled statement will be obtained exclusively by primary agency
administrative investigators.

(b) The primary agency shall cooperate fully with the uninvolved agency charged
with investigating the subject incident, to include providing copies of all
investigative reports and all evidence; including but not limited to, car and body
camera footage, involved uniforms, police equipment, crime scene video and
photos. The primary agency will NOT furnish any administrative reports.

(c) Upon conclusion of the investigation, those agencies (primary agency) whose
officer(s) were directly involved in the OIFI will be given a complete copy of the
uninvolved agency's investigation file.

(@) The Uninvolved Agency will give timely notice to each primary agency prior to the
release of any information from the OIFI investigation file to other than involved
law enforcement agencies. Each agency will then have the opportunity to raise
appropriate objections and, if necessary, litigate for the protection of privileged
information.

(b)  Prior to any public dissemination, the District Attorney will advise the involved
agency of the intent to file any criminal charges.

305.4.3 DEPARTMENTAL/INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS
Each involved agency will be individually responsible for conducting its own internal administrative
investigation to evaluate its officer(s) conduct with respect to departmental policy.

305.4.4 RELEASE OF INVOLVED OFFICER(S) NAMES

It will be the decision and duty of the Primary Agency to determine if and when they will release
the name of the deputies involved. If the District Attorney determines that criminal charges will be
filed against an involved deputies, those names will be available through public record.
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305.4.5 ROLE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
During an DIFI investigation the District Attorney will:

(@) Assist and advise the incident investigators regarding the various legal issues that
may arise, including but not limited to search and seizure, taking of statements,
identification procedures, arrests, elements of crimes, immunity and voluntariness.

(b)  Monitor the police investigation.
(c) Provide investigative process and procedure consultation.

(d) The District Attorney reserves the right to conduct a criminal investigation of the
involved deputies actions. The District Attorney will notify the primary agency if
an independent investigation is being conducted, except if such notification would
compromise the integrity of the independent investigation.

1.  ADistrict Attorney Investigator assigned to participate as an incident investigator
assisting or teamed with a primary agency incident investigator will not be a
member or participant of an independent District Attorney investigation unless
the primary agency is notified of such a dual role.

(e) Ultimately determine if criminal charges will be filed.

()  If the District Attorney's Office is a primary agency due to a DA Investigator becoming
directly involved in an OIFI, the role of the District Attorney should be carried out by
requesting the assistance of the Attorney General.If the Attorney General declines to
participate, the uninvolved agency leading the investigation should seek assistance
from another District Attorney's office.

305.4.6 NOTIFICATIONS

Upon identifying an incident as being an DIFI, the Jurisdictional Agency shall make the following
notifications as promptly as possible after life- saving and scene safety considerations are
satisfied:

(@) Intra-department, as required by that agency's procedures;
(b) Primary Agency (If different from the Jurisdictional Agency);

(c) District Attorney's Chief Investigator or designee (via direct call or County
Communications).

The Primary Agency shall make the following confirmations and notifications as promptly as
possible:

(@) Confirm that the District Attorney's Chief Investigator, or designee, has been notified;
(b)  Upon confirmation of a fatality, that notification to the Coroner's Office has been made.
305.4.7 NEWS MEDIA RELATIONS
A representative of the Primary Agency is in the best position to comment about the facts of

the case and the progress of the investigation. When multiple agencies are involved or have
knowledge of an OIFI, the following information release guidelines should be followed:

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Yolo County Protocol for Response to Officer-
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office I .
nvolved Fatal Incidents - 90



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Yolo County Protocol for Response to Officer-Involved Fatal Incidents

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

The Primary Agency will assign a particular individual to be the sole contact with the
news media to manage the release of information and to minimize interruptions to
incident investigators. If this is not feasible, a particular job assignment (e.g., Watch
Commander) should be designated.

If incident investigators determine that the release of a specific piece of information
would materially jeopardize the investigation, they shall notify those agencies
possessing that knowledge of the hazards of releasing it.

1.  The prosecutor, based on a complete investigation and athorough consideration
of all pertinent facts readily available, is satisfied that the evidence proves that
the accused is guilty of the crime to be charged;

There is legally sufficient, admissible evidence of a corpus delicti;

3.  There is legally sufficient, admissible evidence of the accused's identity as the
perpetrator of the crime charged;

4.  The prosecutor has considered the probability of conviction by an objective fact
finder and has determined that the admissible evidence is of such convincing
force that it would warrant conviction of the crime charged by a reasonable and
objective fact finder after hearing all the evidence available to the prosecutor at
the time of charging and after considering the most plausible and reasonably
foreseeable defenses.

(&) If no charges are filed, the District Attorney will issue a succinct closing
report summarizing the results of the investigation and analysis of the
evidence. This report will address the question of whether or not there
is proof beyond a reasonable doubt that an officer, deputy, or any other
person involved in an OIFI committed a crime.

(b) Itis notthe purpose of the District Attorney's review, investigation or report
to determine if any officer or deputy violated police policy or procedure, or
committed any act that would be subject to civil sanctions.

(c) The District Attorney's Office will make every effort to issue a closing report
containing its findings and conclusion within 90 days from receipt of the
completed investigative package. This report shall be sent to the primary
police agencies, the decedent's family and then released to the public.

Agencies and individuals that are not well informed and intimately involved with the
investigation's progress and results should not make statements to the press. As in all
other instances, care must be taken to insure that intentionally misleading, erroneous
or false statements are not made.

The interest of the public's right to know what occurred must be balanced with
sensibility and requirements of the investigation and with the right of the accused to
receive a fair trial.

Other agencies may also be contacted by the news media for information about the Incident,

including:
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The Jurisdictional Agency: If the jurisdictional agency is different than the primary agency,
the jurisdictional agency should refer the media to the primary agency media point of
contact. They can confirm the location and time of the incident, but should defer all other
guestions to the primary agency point of contact.

The District Attorney

(@) The District Attorney will not disseminate any of the following information:

1.

2
3.
4

o

That an uncharged individual is "under investigation."
An Involved Officer's statement, confession or refusal to give a statement.
The subject of any gag order.

The prior criminal history of any Involved party, unless it is part of the criminal
pleading or crime under investigation.

The result of any examinations.
The pendency of a search warrant.

Any statement that has a substantial likelihood of materially prejudicing an
adjudicative proceeding in the matter

(b) In cases where a criminal complaint is filed, the judicial record, such as a probable
cause declaration, or preliminary hearing is open to the public. Additionally, the District
Attorney may disseminate the following:

(@)
(b)
()
(d)
(e)
(f)
9)
(h)
(i)
@)
(k)
()
(m)
(n)

Name of defendant.

Area of residence.

Occupation.

Physical description.

Age.

Sex.

Time, date and location of arrest.
Factual circumstances of the crime.
Amount of bail.

Location held.

All charges including warrants.
Parole or probation holds.
Schedule and explanation of the judicial process.

Penalty range.

The Coroner's Office: Information obtained from the incident investigators or from the
Involved Agencies will not be released by the Coroner's Office without prior clearance from
those agencies. Release of information willgenerally be limited to the following:
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(@) Autopsy findings, including the condition of the deceased, the cause of death, and
toxicology test results (after the involved agencies have received this information).
The Coroner's Office will not release any information to the media where there is a
pending criminal prosecution.

(b) The general role of the Coroner's Office in the investigation of any death.

305.4.8 FINAL ACTION

All reasonable efforts should be made for the Officer-Involved Incident Investigation to be
completed and all reports submitted to the Office of the District Attorney within 120 days of the
incident if possible and absent unusual circumstances. At the conclusion of the investigation, the
Office of the District Attorney will review and analyze all the evidence to determine whether or
not the involved officer(s) will be charged with any crimes. The crime charging standards are the
same for civilians and peace officers.

The District Attorney's policy regarding crime charging is as follows:

"The prosecutor should charge only if the following four basic requirements are satisfied:..."

305.5 ADOPTION

The operating protocol contained herein was officially adopted by the Yolo County Law
Enforcement Administrator Coordinating Council as reflected by the signature of the respective
Yolo County law enforcement agency heads.
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306.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for the use of handcuffs and other restraints during detentions and
arrests.

306.2 POLICY

The Yolo County Sheriff's Office authorizes the use of restraint devices in accordance with this
policy, the Use of Force Policy, the Transporting Persons in Custody Policy, and office training.
Restraint devices shall not be used to punish, to display authority, or as a show of force.

306.3 USE OF RESTRAINTS
Only members who have successfully completed Yolo County Sheriff's Office-approved training
on the use of restraint devices described in this policy are authorized to use these devices.

When deciding whether to use any restraint, deputies should carefully balance officer safety
concerns with factors that include but are not limited to:

. The circumstances or crime leading to the arrest.

. The demeanor and behavior of the arrested person.
. The age and health of the person.

. Whether the person is known to be pregnant.

. Whether the person has a hearing or speaking disability. In such cases, consideration
should be given, safety permitting, to handcuffing to the front in order to allow the
person to sign or write notes.

. Whether the person has any other apparent disability.

306.3.1 RESTRAINT OF DETAINEES

Situations may arise where it may be reasonable to restrain a person who may, after brief
investigation, be released without arrest. Unless arrested, the use of restraints on detainees should
continue only for as long as is reasonably necessary to ensure the safety of deputies and others.
When deciding whether to remove restraints from a detainee, deputies should continuously weigh
the safety interests at hand against the continuing intrusion upon the detainee.

306.3.2 RESTRAINT OF PREGNANT PERSONS

Persons who are known to be pregnant should be restrained in the least restrictive manner that
is effective for officer safety. Leg restraints, waist chains, or handcuffs behind the body should
not be used unless the deputy has a reasonable suspicion that the person may resist, attempt
escape, injure themself or others, or damage property.

No person who is in labor, delivery, or recovery after delivery shall be handcuffed or restrained
except in extraordinary circumstances, and only when a supervisor makes an individualized
determination that such restraints are necessary for the safety of the detainee, deputies, or others
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(Penal Code § 3407; Penal Code 8§ 6030). See the Transporting Persons in Custody Policy for
guidelines relating to transporting pregnant persons.

306.3.3 RESTRAINT OF JUVENILES

A juvenile under 14 years of age should not be restrained unless he/she is suspected of a
dangerous felony or when the deputy has a reasonable suspicion that the juvenile may resist,
attempt escape, injure him/herself, injure the deputy, or damage property.

306.4 APPLICATION OF HANDCUFFS OR PLASTIC CUFFS
Handcuffs, including temporary nylon or plastic cuffs, may be used only to restrain a person’s
hands to ensure officer safety.

Although recommended for most arrest situations, handcuffing is discretionary and not an absolute
requirement of the Office. Deputies should consider handcuffing any person they reasonably
believe warrants that degree of restraint. However, deputies should not conclude that in order to
avoid risk every person should be handcuffed, regardless of the circumstances.

In most situations, handcuffs should be applied with the hands behind the person’s back. When
feasible, handcuffs should be double-locked to prevent tightening, which may cause undue
discomfort or injury to the hands or wrists.

In situations where one pair of handcuffs does not appear sufficient to restrain the person or may
cause unreasonable discomfort due to the person’s size, deputies should consider alternatives,
such as using an additional set of handcuffs or multiple plastic cuffs.

Handcuffs should be removed as soon as it is reasonable or after the person has been searched
and is safely confined within a detention facility.

306.5 APPLICATION OF SPIT HOODS
Spit hoods are temporary protective devices designed to prevent the wearer from biting and/or
transferring or transmitting fluids (saliva and mucous) to others.

Spit hoods may be placed upon persons in custody when the deputy reasonably believes the
person will bite or spit, either on a person or in an inappropriate place. They are generally used
during application of a physical restraint, while the person is restrained, or during or after transport.

Deputies utilizing spit hoods should ensure that the spit hood is fastened properly to allow for
adequate ventilation and so that the restrained person can breathe normally. Deputies should
provide assistance during the movement of a restrained person due to the potential for impairing
or distorting that person's vision. Deputies should avoid comingling those wearing spit hoods with
other detainees.

Spit hoods should not be used in situations where the restrained person is bleeding profusely
from the area around the mouth or nose, or if there are indications that the person has a medical
condition, such as difficulty breathing or vomiting. In such cases, prompt medical care should be
obtained. If the person vomits while wearing a spit hood, the spit hood should be promptly removed
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and discarded. Persons who have been sprayed with oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray should be
thoroughly decontaminated, including hair, head, and clothing, prior to application of a spit hood.

Those who have been placed in a spit hood should be continually monitored and shall not be left
unattended until the spit hood is removed. Spit hoods shall be discarded after each use.

306.6 APPLICATION OF AUXILIARY RESTRAINT DEVICES

Auxiliary restraint devices include transport belts, waist or belly chains, transportation chains,
leg restraints, and other similar devices. Auxiliary restraint devices are intended for use during
long-term restraint or transportation. They provide additional security and safety without impeding
breathing, while permitting adequate movement, comfort, and mobility.

Only office-authorized devices may be used. Any person in auxiliary restraints should be monitored
as reasonably appears necessary.

306.7 APPLICATION OF LEG RESTRAINT DEVICES

Leg restraints may be used to restrain the legs of a violent or potentially violent person when it is
reasonable to do so during the course of detention, arrest, or transportation. Only restraint devices
approved by the Office shall be used.

In determining whether to use the leg restraint, deputies should consider:

(@) Whether the deputy or others could be exposed to injury due to the assaultive or
resistant behavior of a person.

(b)  Whether it is reasonably necessary to protect the person from his/her own actions
(e.g., hitting his/her head against the interior of the patrol vehicle, running away from
the arresting deputy while handcuffed, kicking at objects or deputies).

(c) Whether it is reasonably necessary to avoid damage to property (e.g., kicking at
windows of the patrol vehicle).

306.7.1 GUIDELINES FOR USE OF LEG RESTRAINTS
When applying leg restraints, the following guidelines should be followed:

(@) If practicable, deputies should notify a supervisor of the intent to apply the leg restraint
device. In all cases, a supervisor shall be notified as soon as practicable after the
application of the leg restraint device.

(b) Once applied, absent a medical or other emergency, restraints should remain in place
until the deputy arrives at the jail or other facility or the person no longer reasonably
appears to pose a threat.

(c) Once secured, the person should be placed in a seated or upright position, secured
with a seat belt, and shall not be placed on their stomach for an extended period, as
this could reduce the person's ability to breathe.

(d) The restrained person should be continually monitored by a deputy while in the leg
restraint. The deputy should ensure that the person does not roll onto and remain on
their stomach.
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(e) The deputy should look for signs of labored breathing and take appropriate steps to
relieve and minimize any obvious factors contributing to this condition.

306.8 REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

If a person is restrained in handcuffs, other restraint device or detained in the back of a patrol
vehicle and arrested or released without an arrest, the deputy shall document the details of the
detention and the need for handcuffs or other restraint methods. The documentation can be made
in the narrative of their report if one is written or by recording it in the notes section of the CAD call.
An 849(b) form shall be given to all detained individuals if they are not arrested or issued and NTA.

If a person is arrested, the use of handcuffs or other restraints shall be documented in the related
report.

Deputies should document the following information in reports, as appropriate, when restraints
other than handcuffs are used on a person:

(@) The factors that led to the decision to use restraints.
(b)  Supervisor notification and approval of restraint use.
(c) The types of restraint used.
(d) The amount of time the person was restrained.
(e) How the person was transported and the position of the person during transport.
()  Observations of the person's behavior and any signs of physiological problems.
() Any known or suspected drug use or other medical problems.
306.9 TRAINING

The Training Manager should ensure that deputies receive periodic training on the proper use of
handcuffs and other restraints, including:

(@) Proper placement and fit of handcuffs and other restraint devices approved for use
by the Office.

(b) Response to complaints of pain by restrained persons.

(c) Options for restraining those who may be pregnant without the use of leg restraints,
waist chains, or handcuffs behind the body.

(d) Options for restraining amputees or those with medical conditions or other physical
conditions that may be aggravated by being restrained.

(e) Proper placement of safely secured persons into an upright or seated position to avoid
placement on the stomach for an extended period, as this could reduce the person's
ability to breathe.
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307.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines for vehicle pursuits in order to protect the safety of involved
deputies, the public, and fleeing suspects.

307.1.1 DEFINITIONS

Blocking - A low-speed tactic where one or more authorized sheriff's office emergency vehicles
intentionally restrict the movement of a suspect vehicle, with the goal of containment or preventing
a pursuit. Blocking is not boxing in or a roadblock.

Boxing-in - A tactic designed to stop a suspect's moving vehicle by surrounding it with law
enforcement vehicles and then slowing all vehicles to a stop.

Pursuit Intervention - An attempt to stop the suspect's ability to continue to flee in a
vehicle through tactical application of technology, tire deflation devices, blocking or vehicle
intercept, boxing-in, the PIT (known as Pursuit Intervention Technique or Precision Immobilization
Technique), ramming, or roadblock procedures.

Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT) - A low-speed tactic intentionally applied to cause the
suspect vehicle to spin out and terminate the pursuit.

Ramming - The deliberate act of impacting a suspect’s vehicle with another vehicle to functionally
damage or otherwise force the suspect’s vehicle to stop.

Roadblocks - A tactic designed to stop a suspect’s vehicle by intentionally placing an emergency
vehicle or other immovable object in the path of the suspect’s vehicle.

Tire deflation device - A device that extends across the roadway designed to puncture the tires
of the pursued vehicle, sometimes referred to as spike strips.

Terminate - To discontinue a pursuit or stop chasing fleeing vehicles.

Trail - Following the path of the pursuit at a safe speed while obeying all traffic laws and without
activating emergency equipment. If the pursuit is at a slow rate of speed, the trailing vehicle
will maintain sufficient distance from the pursuit vehicles so as to clearly indicate an absence of
participation in the pursuit

Vehicle Pursuit - An event involving one or more law enforcement officers attempting to
apprehend a suspect, who is attempting to avoid arrest while operating a motor vehicle by using
high-speed driving or other evasive tactics, such as driving off a highway, turning suddenly, or
driving in a legal manner but willfully failing to yield to a deputy’s signal to stop.

307.2 DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES
Vehicle pursuits shall only be conducted using authorized sheriff's office emergency vehicles that
are equipped with and displaying emergency lighting and sirens as required by Vehicle Code §
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21055. Deputies are responsible for continuously driving with due regard and caution for the safety
of all persons and property (Vehicle Code § 21056).

307.2.1 WHEN TO INITIATE A PURSUIT

Deputies are authorized to initiate a pursuit when the deputy reasonably believes that a suspect,
who has been given appropriate signal to stop by a law enforcement officer, is attempting to evade
arrest or detention by fleeing in a vehicle.

Factors that should be considered in deciding whether to initiate a pursuit include:

(@) The seriousness of the known or reasonably suspected crime and its relationship to
community safety.

(b) The importance of protecting the public and balancing the known or reasonably
suspected offense and the apparent need for immediate capture against the risks to
deputies, innocent motorists, and others.

(c) The safety of the public in the area of the pursuit, including the type of area, time of
day, the amount of vehicular and pedestrian traffic (e.g., school zones), and the speed
of the pursuit relative to these factors.

(d) The pursuing deputies' familiarity with the area of the pursuit, the quality of radio
communications between the pursuing units and the dispatcher supervisor, and the
driving capabilities of the pursuing deputies under the conditions of the pursuit.

(e) Whether weather, traffic, and road conditions unreasonably increase the danger of the
pursuit when weighed against the risk of the suspect's escape.

(H  Whether the identity of the suspect has been verified and whether there is
comparatively minimal risk in allowing the suspect to be apprehended at a later time.

() The performance capabilities of the vehicles used in the pursuit in relation to the
speeds and other conditions of the pursuit.

(h) Emergency lighting and siren limitations on unmarked sheriff's office vehicles that
may reduce visibility of the vehicle, such as visor or dash-mounted lights, concealable
or temporary emergency lighting equipment, and concealed or obstructed siren
positioning.

(i)  Suspect and deputy vehicle speeds.
(i)  Other persons in or on the pursued vehicle (e.g., passengers, co-offenders, hostages).

(k)  Availability of other resources such as air support or vehicle locator or deactivation
technology.

307.2.2 WHEN TO TERMINATE A PURSUIT

Pursuits should be terminated whenever the totality of objective circumstances known or which
reasonably ought to be known to the deputy or supervisor during the pursuit indicates that the
present risks of continuing the pursuit reasonably appear to outweigh the risks resulting from the
suspect’s escape.
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The factors listed in this policy on when to initiate a pursuit will apply equally to the decision
to terminate a pursuit. Deputies and supervisors must objectively and continuously weigh the
seriousness of the offense against the potential danger to innocent motorists, themselves, and
the public when electing to continue a pursuit.

In addition to the factors that govern when to initiate a pursuit, other factors should be considered
in deciding whether to terminate a pursuit, including:

(@) The distance between the pursuing vehicle and the fleeing vehicle is so great that
further pursuit would be futile or require the pursuit to continue for an unreasonable
time and/or distance.

(b) The pursued vehicle’s location is no longer definitely known.

(c) The pursuing vehicle sustains damage or a mechanical failure that renders it unsafe
to drive.

(d) The pursuing vehicle’s emergency lighting equipment or siren becomes partially or
completely inoperable.

(e) Hazards to uninvolved bystanders or motorists.

()  Thedanger that the continued pursuit poses to the public, the deputies, or the suspect,
balanced against the risk of allowing the suspect to remain at large.

(g) The identity of the suspect is known and it does not reasonably appear that the need
for immediate capture outweighs the risks associated with continuing the pursuit.

(h) Extended pursuits of violators for misdemeanors not involving violence, risk of serious
harm, or weapons (independent of the pursuit) are generally discouraged.

307.2.3 SPEED LIMITS

The speed of a pursuit is a factor that should be evaluated on a continuing basis by the deputy
and supervisor. Evaluation of vehicle speeds should take into consideration public safety, officer
safety, and the safety of the occupants of the fleeing vehicle.

Should high vehicle speeds be reached during a pursuit, deputies and supervisors should also
consider these factors when determining the reasonableness of the speed of the pursuit:

(@) Pursuit speeds have become unreasonably unsafe for the surrounding conditions.

(b) Pursuit speeds have exceeded the driving ability of the deputy.

(c) Pursuit speeds are beyond the capabilities of the pursuit vehicle thus making its
operation unsafe.

307.3 PURSUIT UNITS
When involved in a pursuit, unmarked sheriff's office emergency vehicles should be replaced by
marked emergency vehicles whenever practicable

Vehicle pursuits should be limited to three vehicles (two units and a supervisor); however, the
number of units involved may vary with the circumstances.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Vehicle Pursuits - 100
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Vehicle Pursuits

A deputy or supervisor may request additional units to join a pursuit if, after assessing the factors
outlined above, it reasonably appears that the number of deputies involved may be insufficient
to safely arrest the suspects. All other deputies should stay out of the pursuit, but should remain
alert to its progress and location. Any deputy who drops out of a pursuit may then, if necessary,
proceed to the termination point at legal speeds, following the appropriate rules of the road.

307.3.1 VEHICLES WITHOUT EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Deputies operating vehicles not equipped with red light and siren are prohibited from initiating or
joining in any pursuit.

307.3.2 PRIMARY UNIT RESPONSIBILITIES

The initial pursuing unit will be designated as the primary pursuit unit and will be responsible for
the conduct of the pursuit unless the deputy is unable to remain reasonably close to the suspect’s
vehicle. The primary responsibility of the deputy initiating the pursuit is the apprehension of the
suspects without unreasonable danger to any person.

The primary unit should notify the dispatcher commencing with a request for priority radio traffic,
that a vehicle pursuit has been initiated, and as soon as practicable provide information including
but not limited to:

(@) The location, direction of travel, and estimated speed of the suspect's vehicle.
(b) The description of the suspect's vehicle including license plate number, if known.
(c) The reason for the pursuit.

(d) Known or suspected weapons. Threat of force, violence, injuries, hostages, or other
unusual hazards.

(e) The suspected number of occupants and identity or description.

()  The weather, road, and traffic conditions.

(g) The need for any additional resources or equipment.

(h)  The identity of other law enforcement agencies involved in the pursuit.

Until relieved by a supervisor or secondary unit, the deputy in the primary unit is responsible
for the broadcasting of the progress of the pursuit. Unless circumstances reasonably indicate
otherwise, the primary pursuing deputy should, as soon as practicable, relinquish the responsibility
of broadcasting the progress of the pursuit to a secondary unit or air support joining the pursuit
to minimize distractions and allow the primary pursuing deputy to concentrate foremost on safe
pursuit tactics.

307.3.3 SECONDARY UNIT RESPONSIBILITIES
The second deputy in the pursuit will be designated as the secondary unit and is responsible for:

(@) Immediately notifying the dispatcher of entry into the pursuit.
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(b) Remaining a safe distance behind the primary unit unless directed to assume the role
of primary pursuit vehicle or if the primary pursuit vehicle is unable to continue the
pursuit.

(c) Broadcasting the progress, updating known or critical information, and providing
changes in the pursuit, unless the situation indicates otherwise.

(d) Identifying the need for additional resources or equipment as appropriate.
(e) Serving as backup to the primary pursuing deputy once the suspect has been stopped.

307.3.4 PURSUIT DRIVING

The decision to use specific driving tactics requires the same assessment of the factors the deputy
considered when determining whether to initiate and/or terminate a pursuit. The following are
tactics for units involved in the pursuit:

(@) Deputies, considering their driving skills and vehicle performance capabilities, will
space themselves from other involved vehicles such that they are able to see and
avoid hazards or react safely to maneuvers by the fleeing vehicle.

(b) Because intersections can present increased risks, the following tactics should be
considered:

1. Available units not directly involved in the pursuit may proceed safely to
controlled intersections ahead of the pursuit in an effort to warn cross traffic.

2. Pursuing units should exercise due regard and caution when proceeding through
controlled intersections.

(c) As a general rule, deputies should not pursue a vehicle driving left of center (wrong
way) against traffic. In the event that the pursued vehicle does so, the following tactics
should be considered:

1. Requesting assistance from available air support.

2. Maintain visual contact with the pursued vehicle by paralleling it on the correct
side of the roadway.

3. Request other units to observe exits available to the suspects.

(d) Notify the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and/or other law enforcement agency if it
appears that the pursuit may enter its jurisdiction.

(e) Deputies involved in a pursuit should not attempt to pass other units unless the
situation indicates otherwise or they are requested to do so by the primary unit and
with a clear understanding of the maneuver process between the involved units.

307.3.5 PURSUIT TRAILING

In the event the initiating unit from this agency either relinquishes control of the pursuit to another
unit or jurisdiction, that initiating unit may, with permission of a supervisor, trail the pursuit to the
termination point in order to provide information and assistance for the arrest of the suspects and
reporting the incident.
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307.3.6 AIR SUPPORT ASSISTANCE

When available, air support assistance should be requested. Once the air unit has established
visual contact with the pursued vehicle, the unit should assume control over the pursuit. The
primary and secondary ground units, or involved supervisor, will maintain operational control but
should consider whether the participation of air support warrants the continued close proximity
and/or involvement of ground units in the pursuit.

The air unit should coordinate the activities of resources on the ground, report progress of the
pursuit and provide deputies and supervisors with details of upcoming traffic congestion, road
hazards, or other pertinent information to evaluate whether to continue the pursuit. If ground units
are not within visual contact of the pursued vehicle and the air support unit determines that it is
unsafe to continue the pursuit, the air support unit should recommend terminating the pursuit.

307.3.7 UNITS NOT INVOLVED IN THE PURSUIT

There should be no paralleling of the pursuit route. Deputies are authorized to use emergency
equipment at intersections along the pursuit path to clear intersections of vehicular and pedestrian
traffic to protect the public. Deputies should remain in their assigned area and should not become
involved with the pursuit unless directed otherwise by a supervisor.

The primary and secondary units should be the only units operating under emergency conditions
(red light and siren) unless other units are assigned to the pursuit.

307.4 SUPERVISORY CONTROL AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Available supervisory and management control will be exercised over all vehicle pursuits involving
deputies from this office.

The field supervisor of the deputy initiating the pursuit, or if unavailable, the nearest field supervisor
will be responsible for:

(@ Immediately notifying involved unit and the dispatcher of supervisory presence and
ascertaining all reasonably available information to continuously assess the situation
and risk factors associated with the pursuit.

(b)  Engaging in the pursuit, when appropriate, to provide on-scene supervision.
(c) Exercising management and control of the pursuit even if not engaged in it.

(d) Ensuring that no more than the required number of units are involved in the pursuit
under the guidelines set forth in this policy.

(e) Directing that the pursuit be terminated if, in the supervisor's judgment, it is
unreasonable to continue the pursuit under the guidelines of this policy.

(H Ensuring that assistance from air support, canines, or additional resources is
requested, if available and appropriate.

(g) Ensuring that the proper radio channel is being used.

(h)  Ensuring that the Shift Supervisor is notified of the pursuit as soon as practicable.
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(i)  Ensuring the notification and/or coordination of outside agencies if the pursuit either
leaves or is likely to leave the jurisdiction of this office.

() Controlling and managing Yolo County Sheriff's Office units when a pursuit enters
another jurisdiction.

(k)  Preparing a post-pursuit review and documentation of the pursuit.

1. Supervisors should initiate follow up or additional review when appropriate.

307.4.1 SHIFT SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES

Upon becoming aware that a pursuit has been initiated, the Shift Supervisor should monitor and
continually assess the situation and ensure the pursuit is conducted within the guidelines and
requirements of this policy. Once notified, the Shift Supervisor has the final responsibility for the
coordination, control, and termination of a vehicle pursuit and shall be in overall command.

The Shift Supervisor shall review all pertinent reports for content and forward to the Division
Commander.

307.5 DISPATCH
If the pursuit is confined within the County limits, radio communications will be conducted on
the primary channel unless instructed otherwise by a supervisor or dispatcher. If the pursuit
leaves the jurisdiction of this office or such is imminent, involved units should, whenever available,
switch radio communications to a tactical or emergency channel most accessible by participating
agencies and units.

307.5.1 DISPATCH RESPONSIBILITIES
Upon notification or becoming aware that a pursuit has been initiated, the dispatcher is responsible
for:

(@) Clearing the radio channel of non-emergency traffic.
(b) Coordinating pursuit communications of the involved units and personnel.
(c) Broadcasting pursuit updates as well as other pertinent information as necessary.
(d) Ensuring that a field supervisor is notified of the pursuit.
(e) Notifying and coordinating with other involved or affected agencies as practicable.
()  Notify the Shift Supervisor as soon as practicable.
(g) Assigning an incident number and logging all pursuit activities.
307.5.2 LOSS OF PURSUED VEHICLE
When the pursued vehicle is lost, the primary unit should broadcast pertinent information to assist

other units in locating suspects. The primary unit or supervisor will be responsible for coordinating
any further search for either the pursued vehicle or suspects fleeing on foot.
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307.6 INTER-JURISDICTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

When a pursuit enters another agency's jurisdiction, the primary deputy or supervisor, taking
into consideration distance traveled, unfamiliarity with the area and other pertinent facts, should
determine whether to request the other agency to assume the pursuit. Unless entry into another
jurisdiction is expected to be brief, it is generally recommended that the primary deputy or
supervisor ensure that notification is provided to each outside jurisdiction into which the pursuit is
reasonably expected to enter, regardless of whether such jurisdiction is expected to assist.

307.6.1 ASSUMPTION OF PURSUIT BY ANOTHER AGENCY

Deputies will relinquish control of the pursuit when another agency has assumed the pursuit,
unless the continued assistance of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office is requested by the agency
assuming the pursuit. Upon relinquishing control of the pursuit, the involved deputies may proceed,
with supervisory approval, to the termination point of the pursuit to assist in the investigation.
The supervisor should coordinate such assistance with the assuming agency and obtain any
information that is necessary for any reports. Notification of a pursuit in progress should not be
construed as a request to join the pursuit. Requests to or from another agency to assume a pursuit
should be specific.

307.6.2 PURSUITS EXTENDING INTO THIS JURISDICTION

The agency that initiates a pursuit is responsible for conducting the pursuit. Units from this office
should not join a pursuit unless specifically requested to do so by the pursuing agency and with
approval from a supervisor. The exception to this is when a single unit from the initiating agency
is in pursuit. Under this circumstance, a supervisor may authorize units from this office to join the
pursuit until sufficient units from the initiating agency join the pursuit or until additional information
is provided allowing withdrawal of the pursuit.

When a request is made for this office to assist or take over a pursuit that has entered the
jurisdiction of Yolo County Sheriff's Office, the supervisor should consider:

(@) The public's safety within this jurisdiction.

(b) The safety of the pursuing deputies.

(c) Whether the circumstances are serious enough to continue the pursuit.
(d)  Whether there is adequate staffing to continue the pursuit.

(e) The ability to maintain the pursuit.

As soon as practicable, a supervisor or the Shift Supervisor should review a request for assistance
from another agency. The Shift Supervisor or supervisor, after considering the above factors, may
decline to assist in, or assume the other agency’s pursuit.

Assistance to a pursuing allied agency by deputies of this office will terminate at the County
limits provided that the pursuing officers have sufficient assistance from other sources. Ongoing
participation from this office may continue only until sufficient assistance is present.
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In the event that a pursuit from another agency terminates within this jurisdiction, deputies should
provide appropriate assistance to officers from the allied agency including but not limited to
scene control, coordination and completion of supplemental reports, and any other reasonable
assistance requested or needed.

307.7 RESTRICTED PURSUIT DRIVING TACTICS
a. Officers involved in a pursuit shall not attempt to pass another police unit engaged in the pursuit
except at the request of the officers in the unit to be passed.

b. Except as a last resort, or under extreme circumstances, to protect themselves or others from
an immediate threat of death or great bodily injury, or to effect the capture or prevent the escape
of a suspect whose freedom is reasonably believed to represent an imminent threat of grave
bodily harm or death to the officer or other person(s), there should be no attempts to stop pursued
suspect(s) by any of the following:

1. "Boxing in"

2. "Ramming"

3. Forcing off the road
4. Driving in front of
5. Driving parallel to suspect with police vehicle
6. Slowdowns

c. In addition to the foregoing, officers shall not ram motorcycles or similar vehicles except:
1. When necessary in defense of the officer's life or the life of another, or;

2. To prevent the commission of an assault with a deadly weapon with a vehicle, or;

3

. When necessary to prevent the escape of a person whom the officer reasonably believes has
committed a felony through the use or threatened use of deadly force.

4. When necessary to apprehend a person who has committed an A.D.W. with a vehicle that the
officer reasonably believes has resulted in serious injury or death.

d. The tactics above are discouraged when the pursued vehicle is driving in excess of 35 mph.
Whenever possible, a supervisor's permission should be obtained before employing these tactics.

e. The use of the patrol car to ram or force another vehicle off the roadway at high speeds requires
the same justification as the use of lethal force.

f. Off-road type vehicles shall not be pursued if the vehicle leaves the paved roadway.

307.8 ROADBLOCKS

Blocking a roadway must be considered as a force likely to produce a death, therefore, this method
should not be used in misdemeanor pursuits, and the use of vehicles to block a roadway shall
only be used as a last resort in felony pursuits.
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If a road-block is determined necessary, it will be constructed in such a manner as to be readily
visible to the violator from a sufficient distance away to allow the violator the opportunity to
surrender, if it is his/her intent to do so.

307.9 USE OF FIREARMS

The use of firearms to disable a pursued vehicle is not generally an effective tactic and involves
all the dangers associated with discharging firearms. Deputies should not utilize firearms during
an ongoing pursuit unless the conditions and circumstances dictate that such use reasonably
appears necessary to protect life. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit any deputy
from using a firearm to stop a suspect from using a vehicle as a deadly weapon.

307.10 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
All appropriate reports should be completed to comply with applicable laws, policies, and
procedures.

(@) The primary deputy should complete appropriate crime/arrest reports.

(b) The Shift Supervisor shall ensure that an Allied Agency Vehicle Pursuit Report (form
CHP 187A) is filed with the CHP not later than 30 days following the pursuit (Vehicle
Code § 14602.1). The primary deputy should complete as much of the required
information on the form as is known and forward the report to the Shift Supervisor for
review and distribution.

(c) After first obtaining the available information, the involved, or if unavailable on-
duty, field supervisor shall promptly complete a Supervisor's Log or interoffice
memorandum, briefly summarizing the pursuit to the Sheriff or the authorized
designee. This log or memorandum should include, at a minimum:

1. Date and time of pursuit.
2. Initial reason and circumstances surrounding the pursuit.

3.  Length of pursuit in distance and time, including the starting and termination
points.

Involved units and deputies.
Alleged offenses.

Whether a suspect was apprehended, as well as the means and methods used.

N oo g A

Any use of force that occurred during the vehicle pursuit.

(@) Any use of force by a member should be documented in the appropriate
report (See the Use of Force Palicy).

Any injuries and/or medical treatment.
Any property or equipment damage.

10. Name of supervisor at scene or who handled the incident.
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(d) After receiving copies of reports, logs, and other pertinent information, the Sheriff or
the authorized designee should conduct or assign the completion of a post-pursuit
review.

Annually, the Sheriff should direct a documented review and analysis of office vehicle pursuit
reports to minimally include policy suitability, policy compliance, and training or equipment needs.

307.10.1 REGULAR AND PERIODIC PURSUIT TRAINING

The Training Manager shall make available to all deputies initial and supplementary Police Officer
Standard Training (POST) training on pursuits required by Penal Code § 13519.8, Vehicle Code
§ 17004.7(d), and 11 CCR 1081, and no less than annual training addressing:

(@) This policy.
(b) The importance of vehicle safety and protecting the public.

(c) The need to balance the known offense and the need for immediate capture against
the risks to deputies and others.

307.10.2 POLICY REVIEW

Deputies of this office shall certify in writing that they have received, read, and understand this
policy initially, upon any amendments, and whenever training on this policy is provided. The POST
attestation form, or an equivalent form, may be used to document the compliance and should be
retained in the member’s training file.

307.11 APPLICATION OF VEHICLE PURSUIT POLICY
This policy is expressly written and adopted pursuant to the provisions of Vehicle Code § 17004.7,
with additional input from the POST Vehicle Pursuit Guidelines.

307.12 EVALUATION REPORTS

In the event of unusual pursuits involving more than one agency, each agency may request an
evaluation of the pursuit from the other agencies involved. The evaluation shall only address the
need for amendments or changes to the inter-agency vehicular pursuit guidelines, and not serve
as a basis to critique the judgment or actions of personnel of another agency or the policies of
another agency.

307.13 USE OF HOLLOW SPIKE STRIP(S)

The use of controlled tire deflation devices (hollow spike strips) is intended to reduce the risk
associated with vehicle pursuits by assisting deputies in safely bringing a suspect vehicle to a stop
with minimal danger to deputies, other motorists and the suspect.

Deputies may elect to deploy the hollow spike strip as an alternative to continuing a pursuit,
when they believe its use will contribute to the safe conclusion of a pursuit and at the request
of an outside agency. Whenever possible a supervisory permission should be obtained prior to
deploying the spike strip. Once authorized to deploy the strip, the deputy retains the authority to
not deploy it or discontinue its use.
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In evaluating whether to deploy the hollow spike strip, the factors considered in whether to
terminate a pursuit should be evaluated on a continuous basis, as well. Hollow spike strips are
authorized for use according to the procedures listed below.

PROCEDURE

a. The spike strip shall not be used to stop the following vehicles:

1. Motorcycles, mopeds, or similar vehicles.

2. Any bus carrying passengers.

3. Any vehicle towing a trailer.

4. Any vehicle that would pose an unusual hazard to innocent parties.

b. The spike strip may only be used in locations where the deploying deputy is able to maintain
constant observation of the strip. The deputy must, at all times, be able to retrieve the strip in order
to prevent accidental contact with pedestrians and non- intended vehicles.

c. In preparing to deploy the strip, the following precautions should be observed:
1. At no time will a deputy attempt to overtake or pass a pursuit in order to position the spike strip.

2. The deputy deploying the spike strip should be in position at a predetermined location to allow
sufficient time for deployment.

3. The spike strip should generally be deployed where the probable path of the suspect vehicle
is reasonably straight, unobstructed, flat and has an adequate stopping distance. It shall not be
used on curves or areas where the roadway is bordered by steep descending embankments.

4. Deployment locations should have reasonably good sight distances to enable the deputy
deploying the spike strip to observe the pursuit and other traffic as it approaches.

5. The location of deployment shall be closely communicated to all units involved in the pursuit.

6. There shall be close coordination between pursuing units and the deputy deploying the spike
strip.

7. The deputy intending to use the spike strip is responsible for its safe deployment and retrieval.
8. That deputy is not expected to assist in the apprehension of the suspect or any other duties.

9. All safety equipment stored with the spike strip should be used when handling it, for example,
gloves, eye protection, etc.

10. The deputy must be careful to avoid wrapping the spike strip’s cord around the hand or wrist
in order to prevent accidental injury when the suspect passes over the strip.

d. Retrieval of the Spike Strip:

1. Once the suspect vehicle has passed over the spike strip, the deputy is to retrieve it immediately
to prevent accidental contact with law enforcement vehicles or other non-intended parties.
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2. The deploying deputy is responsible for the proper re-assembly of the device after each use
including the replacement of used, lost or damaged parts.

REPORTING

Deployment of the hollow spike strip which results in contact with any vehicle shall be documented
in the appropriate crime/incident reports. In addition, its use will be noted in the CHP Pursuit Report
Form (CHP 187).

307.14 POLICY
It is the policy of this office to balance the importance of apprehending suspects who unlawfully
flee from law enforcement against the risks associated with vehicle pursuits.
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308.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines to assist deputies in making the decision to initiate or continue the
pursuit of suspects on foot.

308.1.1 POLICY

It is the policy of this department when deciding to initiate or continue a foot pursuit that deputies
must continuously balance the objective of apprehending the suspect with the risk and potential
for injury to department personnel, the public or the suspect.

Deputies are expected to act reasonably, based on the totality of the circumstances. Absent
exigent circumstances, the safety of department personnel and the public should be the primary
consideration when determining whether a foot pursuit should be initiated or continued. Deputies
must be mindful that immediate apprehension of a suspect is rarely more important than the safety
of the public and department personnel.

308.2 DECISION TO PURSUE

The safety of department members and the public should be the primary consideration when
determining whether a foot pursuit should be initiated or continued. Deputies must be mindful that
immediate apprehension of a suspect is rarely more important than the safety of the public and
department members.

Deputies may be justified in initiating a foot pursuit of any individual the deputy reasonably
believes is about to engage in, is engaging in or has engaged in criminal activity. The decision
to initiate or continue such a foot pursuit, however, must be continuously re-evaluated in light of
the circumstances presented at the time.

Mere flight by a person who is not suspected of criminal activity shall not serve as justification for
engaging in an extended foot pursuit without the development of reasonable suspicion regarding
the individual's involvement in criminal activity or being wanted by law enforcement.

Deciding to initiate or continue a foot pursuit is a decision that a deputy must make quickly and
under unpredictable and dynamic circumstances. It is recognized that foot pursuits may place
department members and the public at significant risk. Therefore, no deputy or supervisor shall
be criticized or disciplined for deciding not to engage in a foot pursuit because of the perceived
risk involved.

If circumstances permit, surveillance and containment are generally the safest tactics for
apprehending fleeing persons. In deciding whether to initiate or continue a foot pursuit, a
deputy should continuously consider reasonable alternatives to a foot pursuit based upon the
circumstances and resources available, such as:

(&) Containment of the area.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved. Foot Pursuits - 111
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Foot Pursuits

(b)

(©)
(d)
(e)
(f)

Saturation of the area with law enforcement personnel, including assistance from other
agencies.

A canine search.
Thermal imaging or other sensing technology.
Air support.

Apprehension at another time when the identity of the suspect is known or there is
information available that would likely allow for later apprehension, and the need to
immediately apprehend the suspect does not reasonably appear to outweigh the risk
of continuing the foot pursuit.

308.3 GENERAL GUIDELINES
When reasonably practicable, deputies should consider alternatives to engaging in or continuing
a foot pursuit when:

(a) Directed by a supervisor to terminate the foot pursuit; such an order shall be
considered mandatory

(b)  The deputy is acting alone.

(c) Two or more deputies become separated, lose visual contact with one another, or
obstacles separate them to the degree that they cannot immediately assist each other
should a confrontation take place. In such circumstances, it is generally recommended
that a single deputy keep the suspect in sight from a safe distance and coordinate the
containment effort.

(d) The deputy is unsure of his/her location and direction of travel.

(e) The deputy is pursuing multiple suspects and it is not reasonable to believe that the
deputy would be able to control the suspect should a confrontation occur.

(f)  The physical condition of the deputy renders him/her incapable of controlling the
suspect if apprehended.

(9) The deputy loses radio contact with the dispatcher or with assisting or backup
deputies.

(h)  The suspect enters a building, structure, confined space, isolated area or dense or
difficult terrain, and there are insufficient deputies to provide backup and containment.
The primary deputy should consider discontinuing the foot pursuit and coordinating
containment pending the arrival of sufficient resources.

(i) The deputy becomes aware of unanticipated or unforeseen circumstances that
unreasonably increase the risk to deputies or the public.

() The deputy reasonably believes that the danger to the pursuing deputies or public
outweighs the objective of immediate apprehension.
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(k)  The deputy loses possession of his/her firearm or other essential equipment.

() The deputy or a third party is injured during the pursuit, requiring immediate
assistance, and there are no other emergency personnel available to render
assistance.

(m) The suspect’s location is no longer definitely known.

(n)  The identity of the suspect is established or other information exists that will allow for
the suspect’s apprehension at a later time, and it reasonably appears that there is no
immediate threat to department members or the public if the suspect is notimmediately
apprehended.

(0) The deputy’s ability to safely continue the pursuit is impaired by inclement weather,
darkness or other environmental conditions.

308.4 RESPONSIBILITIES IN FOOT PURSUITS

308.4.1 INITIATING DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES

Unless relieved by another deputy or a supervisor, the initiating deputy shall be responsible for
coordinating the progress of the pursuit. When acting alone and when practicable, the initiating
deputy should not attempt to overtake and confront the suspect but should attempt to keep the
suspect in sight until sufficient deputies are present to safely apprehend the suspect.

Early communication of available information from the involved deputies is essential so that
adequate resources can be coordinated and deployed to bring a foot pursuit to a safe conclusion.
Deputies initiating a foot pursuit should, at a minimum, broadcast the following information as soon
as it becomes practicable and available:

(@) Location and direction of travel

(b) Call sign identifier

(c) Reason for the foot pursuit, such as the crime classification

(d)  Number of suspects and description, to include name if known

(e)  Whether the suspect is known or believed to be armed with a dangerous weapon

Deputies should be mindful that radio transmissions made while running may be difficult to
understand and may need to be repeated.

Absent extenuating circumstances, any deputy unable to promptly and effectively broadcast this
information should terminate the foot pursuit. If the foot pursuit is discontinued for any reason,
immediate efforts for containment should be established and alternatives considered based upon
the circumstances and available resources.

When a foot pursuit terminates, the deputy will notify the dispatcher of his/her location and the
status of the pursuit termination (e.g., suspect in custody, lost sight of suspect), and will direct
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further actions as reasonably appear necessary, to include requesting medical aid as needed for
deputies, suspects or members of the public.

308.4.2 ASSISTING DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES

Whenever any deputy announces that he/she is engaged in a foot pursuit, all other deputies should
minimize non-essential radio traffic to permit the involved deputies maximum access to the radio
frequency.

308.4.3 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES

Upon becoming aware of a foot pursuit, the supervisor shall make every reasonable effort to
ascertain sufficient information to direct responding resources and to take command, control and
coordination of the foot pursuit. The supervisor should respond to the area whenever possible;
the supervisor does not, however, need not be physically present to exercise control over the foot
pursuit. The supervisor shall continuously assess the situation in order to ensure the foot pursuit
is conducted within established department guidelines.

The supervisor shall terminate the foot pursuit when the danger to pursuing deputies or the public
appears to unreasonably outweigh the objective of immediate apprehension of the suspect.

Upon apprehension of the suspect, the supervisor shall promptly proceed to the termination point
to direct the post-foot pursuit activity.

308.4.4 DISPATCH RESPONSIBILITIES
Upon notification or becoming aware that a foot pursuit is in progress, the dispatcher is responsible
for:

(a) Clearing the radio channel of non-emergency traffic.
(b)  Coordinating pursuit communications of the involved deputies.
(c) Broadcasting pursuit updates as well as other pertinent information as necessary.
(d) Ensuring that a field supervisor is notified of the foot pursuit.
(e) Notifying and coordinating with other involved or affected agencies as practicable.
(f)  Notifying the Shift Supervisor as soon as practicable.
(9) Assigning an incident number and logging all pursuit activities.
308.5 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
The initiating deputy shall complete appropriate crime/arrest reports documenting, at minimum:
(a) Date and time of the foot pursuit.
(b) Initial reason and circumstances surrounding the foot pursuit.
(c) Course and approximate distance of the foot pursuit.
(d) Alleged offenses.

(e) Involved vehicles and deputies.
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(f)  Whether a suspect was apprehended as well as the means and methods used.

1. Any use of force shall be reported and documented in compliance with the Use
of Force Palicy.

(g) Arrestee information, if applicable.

(h)  Any injuries and/or medical treatment.

(i)  Any property or equipment damage.

()  Name of the supervisor at the scene or who handled the incident.

Assisting deputies taking an active role in the apprehension of the suspect shall complete
supplemental reports as necessary or as directed.

The supervisor reviewing the report will make a preliminary determination that the pursuit appears
to be in compliance with this policy or that additional review and/or follow-up is warranted.

In any case in which a suspect is not apprehended and there is insufficient information to support
further investigation, a supervisor may authorize that the initiating deputy need not complete a
formal report.

308.6 POLICY

It is the policy of this department that deputies, when deciding to initiate or continue a foot pursuit,
continuously balance the objective of apprehending the suspect with the risk and potential for
injury to department members, the public or the suspect.

Deputies are expected to act reasonably, based on the totality of the circumstances.
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309.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Report preparation is a major part of each deputy's job. The purpose of reports is to document
sufficient information to refresh the deputy’s memory and to provide sufficient information for
follow-up investigation and successful prosecution. Report writing is the subject of substantial
formalized training and on-the-job training.

309.1.1 REPORT PREPARATION

Employees should ensure that reports are sufficiently detailed for their purpose and free from
errors prior to submission. It is the responsibility of the assigned employee to complete and submit
all reports taken during the shift before going off-duty unless permission to hold the report has
been approved by a supervisor. Generally, reports requiring prompt follow-up action on active
leads, or arrest reports where the suspect remains in custody should not be held.

Handwritten forms must be prepared legibly. If the form is not legible, the submitting employee
will be required by the reviewing supervisor to promptly make corrections and resubmit the report.
Employees who dictate reports shall use appropriate grammar, as content is not the responsibility
of the typist. Employees who generate reports on computers are subject to all requirements of
this policy.

All reports shall accurately reflect the identity of the persons involved, all pertinent information
seen, heard or assimilated by any other sense, and any actions taken. Employees shall not
suppress, conceal or distort the facts of any reported incident, nor shall any employee make a false
report orally or in writing. Generally, the reporting employee’s opinions should not be included in
reports unless specifically identified as such.

309.2 REQUIRED REPORTING
Written reports are required in all of the following situations on the appropriate office approved
form unless otherwise approved by a supervisor.

309.2.1 CRIMINAL ACTIVITY

When a member responds to a call for service, or as a result of self-initiated activity becomes
aware of any activity where a crime has occurred, the member shall document the incident
regardless of whether a victim desires prosecution. Activity to be documented in a written report
includes:

(@ Allarrests
(b)  All felony crimes
(c) Non-Felony incidents involving threats or stalking behavior
(d) Situations covered by separate policy. These include:
(@) Use of Force Policy

(b) Domestic Violence Policy
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(e)

(c) Child Abuse Policy

(d) Senior and Disability Victimization Policy
(e) Hate Crimes Policy

() Suspicious Activity Reporting Policy

All misdemeanor crimes where the victim desires a report

309.2.2 NON-CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
The following incidents shall be documented using the appropriate approved report:

(@)
(b)

(€)
(d)

(e)
(f)
(9

(h)

()

(k)

Anytime a deputy points a firearm at any person

Any use of force against any person by a member of this department (see the Use
of Force Palicy)

Any firearm discharge (see the Firearms Policy)

Anytime a person is reported missing, regardless of jurisdiction (see the Missing
Persons Policy)

Any found property or found evidence
Any structure or significant wild/agricultural fire.

Suspicious incidents that may indicate a potential for crimes against children or that
a child's safety is in jeopardy

All protective custody detentions
Suspicious incidents that may place the public or others at risk

Whenever the employee believes the circumstances should be documented or at the
direction of a supervisor

All industrial accidents (AOA documenting who was on scene and observation. OSHA
will complete the industrial accident report)

309.2.3 DEATH CASES

Death investigations require specific investigation methods depending on circumstances and
should be handled in accordance with the Death Investigations Policy. The handling deputy should
notify and apprise a supervisor of the circumstances surrounding the incident to determine how
to proceed. The following cases shall be appropriately investigated and documented using the
approved report:

(@) Sudden or accidental deaths.
(b)  Suicides.
(c) Homicide or suspected homicide.
(d) Unattended deaths (No physician or qualified hospice care in the 20 days preceding
death).
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(e) Found dead bodies or body parts.

309.2.4 INJURY OR DAMAGE BY COUNTY PERSONNEL
Reports shall be taken if an injury occurs that is a result of an act of a County employee.
Additionally, reports shall be taken involving damage to County property or County equipment.

309.2.5 MISCELLANEOUS INJURIES
Any injury that is reported to this office shall require a report when:

(@) Theinjury is a result of drug overdose
(b) Attempted suicide
(c) The injury is major/serious, whereas death could result

(d) The circumstances surrounding the incident are suspicious in nature and it is desirable
to record the event

The above reporting requirements are not intended to be all-inclusive. A supervisor may direct an
employee to document any incident he/she deems necessary.

309.2.6 MANDATORY REPORTING OF JUVENILE GUNSHOT INJURIES

A report shall be taken when any incident in which a child 18 years or younger suffered an
unintentional or self-inflicted gunshot wound. The Records Section shall notify the California
Department of Public Health (CDPH) of the incident as required by CDPH (Penal Code § 23685).

309.2.7 ALTERNATE REPORTING FOR VICTIMS
Reports that may be submitted by the public via online or other self-completed reporting processes
include:

(@) Lost property.

(b) Misdemeanor thefts of property, other than firearms or materials that threaten public
safety, when there is no suspect information, serial number or ability to trace the item.

1. Misdemeanor thefts of cellular telephones may be reported even though they
have a serial number.

(c) Misdemeanor vandalism with no suspect information and no hate crime implications.
(d)  Vehicle burglaries with no suspect information or evidence.

(e) Stolen vehicle attempts with no suspect information or evidence.

()  Annoying telephone calls with no suspect information.

(g) Identity theft without an identifiable suspect.

(h)  Online or email fraud solicitations without an identifiable suspect and if the financial
loss classifies the crime as a misdemeanor.

()  Hit-and-run vehicle collisions with no suspect or suspect vehicle.

()  Supplemental property lists.
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Members at the scene of one of the above incidents should not refer the reporting party to an
alternate means of reporting without authorization from a supervisor. Members may refer victims
to online victim assistance programs (e.g., Federal Communications Commission (FCC) website
for identity theft, Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) website for computer crimes).

309.3 GENERAL POLICY OF EXPEDITIOUS REPORTING

In general, all deputies and supervisors shall act with promptness and efficiency in the preparation
and processing of all reports. Anincomplete report, unorganized reports or reports delayed without
supervisory approval are not acceptable. Reports shall be processed according to established
priorities or according to special priority necessary under exceptional circumstances. All report
face pages shall be completed by the end of shift. If a report is not completed it will be held over in
the appropriate hold over box. It is the shift supervisors responsibility to check the box daily and
keep track of overdue and incomplete reports. All reports shall be completed by the end of the
deputy's work week. If extenuating circumstances arrive, where the face pages or reports cannot
be completed on time, an e-mail must be submitted to your immediate supervisor / or acting shift
supervisor outlining why the reports are not done and an expected completion date documented
in the e-mail. The e-mail should be printed, initialed by your immediate supervisor / or acting shift
supervisor and attached to the reports in the hold over box.

309.4 REPORT CORRECTIONS

Supervisors shall review reports for content and accuracy. If a correction is necessary, the
reviewing supervisor should unapprove the report stating the reasons for rejection. The original
report should be returned to the reporting employee for correction as soon as practical. It shall
be the responsibility of the originating deputy to ensure that any unapproved report returned for
correction is processed in a timely manner.

309.5 REPORT CHANGES OR ALTERATIONS

Reports that have been approved by a supervisor and submitted to the Records Section for filing
and distribution shall not be modified or altered except by way of a supplemental report. Reviewed
reports that have not yet been submitted to the Records Section may be corrected or modified by
the authoring deputy only with the knowledge and authorization of the reviewing supervisor.
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310.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides for the safe and appropriate response to emergency and non-emergency
situations whether dispatched or self-initiated.

310.2 RESPONSE TO CALLS

Deputies dispatched "Code-3" shall consider the call an emergency response and proceed
immediately. Deputies responding Code-3 shall continuously operate emergency lighting
equipment, including at minimum a steady forward-facing red light, and shall sound the siren as
reasonably necessary pursuant to Vehicle Code § 21055.

Responding with emergency light(s) and siren does not relieve the deputy of the duty to continue
to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons. The use of any other warning equipment
without a red light and siren does not provide any exemption from the Vehicle Code.

Deputies should only respond Code-3 when so dispatched or when circumstances reasonably
indicate an emergency response is required. Deputies not authorized to respond Code-3 shall
observe all traffic laws and proceed without the use of emergency lights and siren.

310.3 REQUESTING EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Requests for emergency assistance should be limited to those situations where the involved
personnel reasonably believe that there is an immediate threat to the safety of deputies, or
assistance is needed to prevent imminent serious harm to a citizen. In any event, where a situation
has stabilized and emergency response is not required, the requesting deputy shall immediately
notify Dispatch.

If circumstances permit, the requesting deputy should give the following information:
. Their Call Sign / Unit Identifier
. The location
. The reason for the request and type of emergency
. The number of units required
310.4 INITIATING CODE 3 RESPONSE
If a deputy believes a Code-3 response to any call is appropriate, the deputyshould as soon as
radio traffic allows notify Dispatch and give the location from which he/she is responding The Shift

Supervisor or field supervisor will monitor and make a determination to reduce the number of
deputies responding code 3.

310.5 RESPONSIBILITIES OF RESPONDING DEPUTIES
Deputies shall exercise sound judgment and care with due regard for life and property when
responding to an emergency call. Deputies shall reduce speed at all street intersections to such
a degree that they shall have complete control of the vehicle.
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The decision to continue a Code-3 response is at the discretion of the deputy. If, in the deputy's
judgment, the roadway conditions or traffic congestion does not permit such a response without
unreasonable risk, the deputy may elect to respond to the call without the use of red lights and
siren at the legal speed limit. In such an event, the deputy should immediately notify Dispatch. A
deputy shall also discontinue the Code-3 response when directed by a supervisor.

310.6 SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITIES
Upon being notified that a Code-3 response has been initiated, the Shift Supervisor or the field
supervisor shall verify the following:

(@) The proper response has been initiated

(b)  No more than those units reasonably necessary under the circumstances are involved
in the response

(c) Affected outside jurisdictions are being notified as practical

The field supervisor shall monitor the response until it has been stabilized or terminated and assert
control by directing units into or out of the response if necessary. If, in the supervisor's judgment,
the circumstances require additional units to be assigned a Code-3 response, the supervisor may
do so.

It is the supervisor's responsibility to terminate a Code-3 response that, in his/her judgment is
inappropriate due to the circumstances.

When making the decision to authorize a Code-3 response, the Shift Supervisor or the field
supervisor should consider the following:

. The type of call
. The necessity of a timely response
. Traffic and roadway conditions

. The location of the responding units

310.7 FAILURE OF EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

If the emergency equipment on the vehicle should fail to operate, the deputy must terminate
the Code-3 response and respond accordingly. In all cases, the deputy shall notify the Shift
Supervisor, field supervisor, or Dispatch of the equipment failure so that another unit may be
assigned to the emergency response.

310.8 VEHICLE ACCIDENT RESPONSE

This agency shall respond, assist and support organizations that are dispatched for services
involving traffic accidents and/or medical aid. When a department member is dispatched to a traffic
accident in conjunction with the California Highway Patrol or is dispatched prior to the Highway
Patrol, it shall be the member's responsibility to respond, remain on the scene and assist as
necessary.
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310.9 MEDICAL AID RESPONSE

Department members shall respond to all medical aid requests and assist the Volunteer Fire
Department with whatever assistance is necessary. This would include traffic control, first aid
assistance, directing or escorting ambulances to remote areas, etc.
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311.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Both the federal and state Constitutions provide every individual with the right to be free from
unreasonable searches and seizures. This policy provides general guidelines for Yolo County
Sheriff's Office personnel to consider when dealing with search and seizure issues.

311.2 POLICY

It is the policy of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office to respect the fundamental privacy rights
of individuals. Members of this department will conduct searches in strict observance of the
constitutional rights of persons being searched. All seizures by this department will comply with
relevant federal and state law governing the seizure of persons and property.

The Department will provide relevant and current training to deputies as guidance for the
application of current law, local community standards and prosecutorial considerations regarding
specific search and seizure situations, as appropriate.

311.3 SEARCHES
The U.S. Constitution generally provides that a valid warrant is required in order for a search to
be valid. There are, however, several exceptions that permit a warrantless search.

Examples of law enforcement activities that are exceptions to the general warrant requirement
include, but are not limited to, searches pursuant to the following:

J Valid consent

. Incident to a lawful arrest

. Legitimate community caretaking interests

. Vehicle searches under certain circumstances
. Exigent circumstances

Certain other activities are recognized by federal and state courts and by certain statutes as
legitimate law enforcement activities that also do not require a warrant. Such activities may include
seizure and examination of abandoned property, and observations of activities and property
located on open public areas.

Because case law regarding search and seizure is constantly changing and subject to
interpretation by the courts, each member of this department is expected to act in each situation
according to current training and his/her familiarity with clearly established rights as determined
by case law.

Whenever practicable, deputies are encouraged to contact a supervisor to resolve questions
regarding search and seizure issues prior to electing a course of action.
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311.4 SEARCH PROTOCOL
(a) Members of the Department will conduct person searches with dignity and courtesy.

(b) Members of the Department will conduct property searches in a manner that returns the
condition of the property to its pre-search status as nearly as reasonably practical.

(c) Members of the Department should attempt to gain keys to locked property when a search is
anticipated, and the time and effort required to gain the keys makes it a practical option.

(d) When the person to be searched is of the opposite sex of the Deputy, a Deputy of the like sex
should be summoned to the scene to conduct the search if practical. A search may be undertaken
of a member of the opposite sex when it is not practical to summon a Deputy of the like sex. In
these instances the Deputies will adhere to the following guidelines:

1. A supervisor and/or one other Deputy should witness the search, if practical

2. Deputies will use the quick-sweep, cursory search technique and not “linger” in
searching sensitive areas. Deputies may also consider using blade edge and/or back
edge of their hands to search sensitive areas of the opposite sex to include the breast,
crotch and buttocks areas.

(e) When practical, the Deputy will explain to the person being searched the reason for the search
and how the Deputy will conduct the search.

311.5 RESIDENCE

Absent a valid search warrant, exigent circumstances or valid consent, every person has a
reasonable expectation of privacy inside their home. Individuals do not, however, generally have
a reasonable expectation of privacy in areas around their home where the general public (e.g.
mailmen & salesmen) would reasonably be permitted to go.

311.6 PLAIN VIEW

Because an individual does not have an expectation of privacy as to items that are in plain view,
no “search” has taken place in a constitutional sense when an object is viewed from a location
where the Deputy has a right to be.

An item in plain view may generally be seized when:

(a) It was viewed from a lawful location;

(b) There is probable cause to believe that the item is linked to criminal activity; and
(c) The location of the item can be legally accessed.

It is important to note that the so-called “Nexus Rule” requires that even items in plain view must
not be seized unless there is probable cause to believe that the item will aid in an investigation.
Such a nexus should be included in any related reports.
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311.7 EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES
Exigent circumstances permitting entry into premises without a warrant or valid consent generally
include:

(a) Imminent danger of injury or death; or

(b) Serious damage to property; or

(c) Imminent escape of a suspect; or

(d) The destruction of evidence.

An exigency created by the Deputy’s own conduct as an excuse for a warrantless entry is not

generally permitted.

311.8 CONSENT
Entry into a location for the purpose of conducting a search for any item reasonably believed
relevant to any investigation is permitted once valid consent has been obtained. However, consent
is only valid if it is:

(a) Voluntary (i.e. clear, specific and unequivocal); and
(b) Obtained from a person with authority to give the consent.

Whenever unusual circumstances would not otherwise prevent the use of the Department’s
“CONSENT TO SEARCH?" form, Deputies should have the individual read the form, ensure they
understand it, and provide them with a copy after they have signed it.

If unusual circumstances prevent the use of the “CONSENT TO SEARCH” form, Deputies should
describe such circumstances in related report(s).

While there is no requirement that an individual be told of their right to refuse consent, such a
warning and the use of the “CONSENT TO SEARCH?” form provide strong support for the validity
of any consent.

Consent must be obtained as the product of a free will. It cannot be obtained through submission
to authority, expressed or implied.

At any point that an individual withdraws consent, any related search should be discontinued
unless and until otherwise legally permitted.

311.9 DOCUMENTATION
Deputies are responsible to ensure that any related reports have sufficient details of the search
including, at minimum, documentation of the following:

o Reason for the search

. Any efforts used to minimize the intrusiveness of any search (e.g., asking for consent
or keys)

. What, if any, injuries or damage occurred
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. All steps taken to secure property
. The results of the search, including a description of any property or contraband seized

. If the person searched is the opposite sex, any efforts to summon a deputy of the
same sex as the person being searched and the identification of any witness deputy

Supervisors shall review reports to ensure the reports are accurate, that actions are properly
documented and that current legal requirements and department policy have been met.
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312.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidance on when to release adults who are arrested for a criminal
misdemeanor offense on a written notice to appear (citation) and when to hold for court or bail.

312.2 POLICY
It is the policy of the Yolo County Sheriff's Office to release all persons arrested on misdemeanor

or other qualifying charges on a citation with certain exceptions (Penal Code § 853.6).

If there is a reason for non-release, the Office’s mission to protect the community will be the
primary consideration when determining whether to release any individual in lieu of holding for
court or bail.

312.3 RELEASE BY CITATION

Except in cases where a reason for non-release as described below exists, adults arrested for
a misdemeanor offense, including a private person's arrest, shall be released from custody on a
citation (Penal Code § 853.6).

The citing deputy shall, at the time the defendant signs the notice to appear, call attention to the
time and place for appearance and take any other steps they deem necessary to ensure that the
defendant understands their written promise to appear.

312.3.1 FIELD CITATIONS

In most cases an adult arrested for a misdemeanor offense may be released in the field on a
citation in lieu of physical arrest when booking and fingerprinting is not practicable or immediately
required provided the individual can be satisfactorily identified, there is no outstanding arrest
warrant for the individual and none of the below described disqualifying circumstances are present
(Penal Code § 853.6; Penal Code § 1270.1). In such cases the arresting deputy should check the
booking required box on the citation form to indicate that the person will be photographed and
fingerprinted at a later time when ordered by the court.

When a booking photo or fingerprints are needed for the furtherance of any investigation, the
person should be released on citation after booking instead of on a field citation.

312.3.2 RELEASE AFTER BOOKING

In some cases it may not be feasible or desirable to release a person in the field. The person
should instead be released on citation after booking at the jail. All bookings shall be approved by
the Shift Supervisor or the authorized designee.

312.4 NON-RELEASE
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312.4.1 DISQUALIFYING OFFENSES

An adult arrested on any of the following disqualifying charges shall not be released on citation
and shall be transported to the appropriate detention facility or held for court or bail after booking
(Penal Code § 1270.1):

(@)
(b)
(€)
(d)
(e)

(f)
(9

Misdemeanor domestic battery (Penal Code § 243(e)(1))

Felony domestic battery (Penal Code § 273.5)

Serious or violent felonies (Penal Code § 1270.1(a)(1))

Felony intimidation of withesses and victims (Penal Code § 136.1)

Violation of a protective order and the arrested person has made threats, used
violence, or has gone to the protected person’s workplace or residence (Penal Code
§ 273.6)

Stalking (Penal Code § 646.9)

Misdemeanor violations of a protective order relating to domestic violence if there is
a reasonable likelihood the offense will continue or the safety of the individuals or
property would be endangered (Penal Code § 853.6)

312.4.2 REASONS FOR NON-RELEASE

A person arrested for a misdemeanor shall be released on a citation unless there is a reason for
non-release. The Shift Supervisor may authorize a release on citation regardless of whether a
reason for non-release exists when it is determined to be in the best interest of the Office and does
not present an unreasonable risk to the community (e.g., release of an intoxicated or ill person
to a responsible adult).

Reasons for non-release include (Penal Code § 853.6(i)):

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

(f)

The person arrested is so intoxicated that they could be a danger to themselves or to
others. Release may occur as soon as this condition no longer exists.

The person arrested requires medical examination or medical care or is otherwise
unable to care for their own safety.

The person is arrested for one or more of the offenses listed in Vehicle Code § 40302,
Vehicle Code § 40303, and Vehicle Code § 40305.

There are one or more outstanding arrest warrants for the person (see Misdemeanor
Warrants elsewhere in this policy).

The person could not provide satisfactory evidence of personal identification.

1. If a person released on citation does not have satisfactory identification in their
possession, a right thumbprint or fingerprint should be obtained on the citation
form.

The prosecution of the offense or offenses for which the person was arrested or the
prosecution of any other offense or offenses would be jeopardized by the immediate
release of the person arrested.
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(@)

(h)

(i)

()

(k)

There is areasonable likelihood that the offense or offenses would continue or resume,
or that the safety of persons or property would be imminently endangered by the
release of the person arrested.

The person arrested demands to be taken before a magistrate or has refused to sign
the notice to appear.

There is reason to believe that the person would not appear at the time and place
specified in the notice to appear. The basis for this determination shall be specifically
documented. Reasons may include:

1. Previous failure to appear is on record
2. The person lacks ties to the area, such as a residence, job, or family

3. Unusual circumstances lead the deputy responsible for the release of arrested
persons to conclude that the suspect should be held for further investigation

A previous conviction, citation, or arrest for misdemeanor or felony retail theft from a
store in the previous six months.

There is probable cause to believe that the person arrested is guilty of committing
organized retail theft.

When a person is arrested on a misdemeanor offense and is not released by criminal citation, the
reason for non-release shall be noted on the booking form. This form shall be submitted to the
Shift Supervisor for approval and included with the case file in the Records Section.

312.5 MISDEMEANOR WARRANTS
An adult arrested on a misdemeanor warrant may be released, subject to Shift Supervisor
approval, unless any of the following conditions exist:

(@) The misdemeanor cited in the warrant involves violence.

(b) The misdemeanor cited in the warrant involves a firearm.

(c) The misdemeanor cited in the warrant involves resisting arrest.

(d) The misdemeanor cited in the warrant involves giving false information to a peace
deputy.

(e) The person arrested is a danger to themselves or others due to intoxication or being
under the influence of drugs or narcotics.

()  The person requires medical examination or medical care or was otherwise unable to
care for their own safety.

(g) The person has other ineligible charges pending against themselves.

(h)  There is reasonable likelihood that the offense or offenses would continue or resume,
or that the safety of persons or property would be immediately endangered by the
release of the person.

(i)  The person refuses to sign the notice to appear.

()  The person cannot provide satisfactory evidence of personal identification.
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(k)  Thewarrant of arrest indicates that the person is not eligible to be released on a notice
to appear.

Release under this section shall be done in accordance with the provisions of this policy.
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313.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the handling of private person's arrests made
pursuant to Penal Code § 837.

313.2 ADVISING PRIVATE PERSONS OF THE ARREST PROCESS

Penal Code 8 836(b) expressly mandates that all deputies shall advise victims of domestic
violence of the right to make a private person's arrest, including advice on how to safely execute
such an arrest. In all other situations, deputies should use sound discretion in determining whether
or not to advise an individual of the arrest process.

(a)  When advising any individual regarding the right to make a private person's arrest,
deputies should refrain from encouraging or dissuading any individual from making
such an arrest and should instead limit advice to the legal requirements for such an
arrest as listed below.

(b)  Private individuals should be discouraged from using force to effect a private person's
arrest, and absent immediate threat to their own safety or the safety of others, private
individuals should be encouraged to refer matters to law enforcement officials for
further investigation or arrest.

313.3 ARRESTS BY PRIVATE PERSONS
Penal Code § 837 provides that a private person may arrest another:

(a) For a public offense committed or attempted in his or her presence;
(b)  When the person arrested has committed a felony, although not in his or her presence;

() When a felony has been in fact committed, and he or she has reasonable cause for
believing the person arrested has committed it.

Unlike peace officers, private persons may not make an arrest on suspicion that a felony has been
committed - the felony must in fact have taken place.

313.4 OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES
Any deputy presented with a private person wishing to make an arrest must determine whether or
not there is reasonable cause to believe that such an arrest would be lawful (Penal Code § 847).

(a) Should any deputy determine that there is no reasonable cause to believe that a
private person's arrest is lawful, the deputy should take no action to further detain or
restrain the individual beyond that which reasonably appears necessary to investigate
the matter, determine the lawfulness of the arrest and protect the public safety.

1.  Anydeputy who determines that a private person's arrest appears to be unlawful
should promptly release the arrested individual pursuant to Penal Code § 849(b)
(). The deputy mustinclude the basis of such a determination in a related report.
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2. Absent reasonable cause to support a private person's arrest or other lawful
grounds to support an independent arrest by the deputy, the deputy should
advise the parties that no arrest will be made and that the circumstances will be
documented in a related report.

(b)  Whenever a deputy determines that there is reasonable cause to believe that a private
person's arrest is lawful, the deputy may exercise any of the following options:

1.  Take the individual into physical custody for booking
2. Release the individual pursuant to a Notice to Appear

3. Release the individual pursuant to Penal Code § 849

313.5 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
In all circumstances in which a private person is claiming to have made an arrest, the individual
must complete and sign a department Private Person's Arrest form under penalty of perjury.

In addition to the Private Person's Arrest Form (and any other related documents such as citations,
booking forms, etc.), deputies shall complete a narrative report regarding the circumstances and
disposition of the incident.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2026/04/28, All Rights Reserved.

Private Persons Arrests - 132
Published with permission by Yolo County Sheriff's Office



Yolo County Sheriff's Office
Yolo County Sheriff's Office Policy Manual

Domestic Violence

314.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this policy is to provide the guidelines necessary to deter, prevent and reduce
domestic violence through vigorous enforcement and to address domestic violence as a serious
crime against society. The policy specifically addresses the commitment of this office to take
enforcement action when appropriate, to provide assistance to victims and to guide deputies in
the investigation of domestic violence.

314.1.1 DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Court order - All forms of orders related to domestic violence that have been issued by a court
of this state or another, whether civil or criminal, regardless of whether service has been made.

314.2 POLICY

The Yolo County Sheriff's Office’s response to incidents of domestic violence and violations of
related court orders shall stress enforcement of the law to protect the victim and shall communicate
the philosophy that domestic violence is criminal behavior. It is also the policy of this office to
facilitate victims’ and offenders’ access to appropriate civil remedies and community resources
whenever feasible.

314.3 OFFICER SAFETY

The investigation of domestic violence cases often places deputies in emotionally charged and
sometimes highly dangerous environments. No provision of this policy is intended to supersede
the responsibility of all deputies to exercise due caution and reasonable care in providing for the
safety of any deputies and parties involved.

314.4 INVESTIGATIONS
The following guidelines should be followed by deputies when investigating domestic violence
cases:

(@) Calls of reported, threatened, imminent, or ongoing domestic violence and the violation
of any court order are of extreme importance and should be considered among the
highest response priorities. This includes incomplete 9-1-1 calls.

(b)  When practicable, deputies should obtain and document statements from the victim,
the suspect, and any witnesses, including children, in or around the household or
location of occurrence.

1. A lethality assessment should be administered to victims of domestic violence
to assess the level of danger and/or the severity of the situation and attached
to the appropriate report.

(c) Deputies should list the full name and date of birth (and school if available) of each
child who was present in the household at the time of the offense. The names of other
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(@)

(h)

(i)

()

children who may not have been in the house at that particular time should also be
obtained for follow-up.

When practicable and legally permitted, video or audio record all significant statements
and observations.

All injuries should be photographed, regardless of severity, taking care to preserve
the victim's personal privacy. Where practicable, photographs should be taken by a
person of the same sex. Victims whose injuries are not visible at the time of the incident
should be asked to contact the Investigations in the event that the injuries later become
visible.

Deputies should request that the victim complete and sign an authorization for release
of medical records related to the incident when applicable.

If the suspect is no longer at the scene, deputies should make reasonable efforts to
locate the suspect to further the investigation, provide the suspect with an opportunity
to make a statement, and make an arrest or seek an arrest warrant if appropriate.

Seize any firearms or other dangerous weapons in the home, if appropriate and legally
permitted, for safekeeping or as evidence. If the domestic violence involved threats
of bodily harm, any firearm discovered in plain view or pursuant to consent or other
lawful search must be taken into temporary custody (Penal Code § 18250).

When completing an incident or arrest report for violation of a court order, deputies
should include specific information that establishes that the offender has been served,
including the date the offender was served, the name of the agency that served the
order, and the provision of the order that the subject is alleged to have violated. When
reasonably available, the arresting deputy should attach a copy of the order to the
incident or arrest report.

Deputies should take appropriate enforcement action when there is probable cause to
believe an offense has occurred. Factors that should not be used as sole justification
for declining to take enforcement action include:

1.  Whether the suspect lives on the premises with the victim.

Claims by the suspect that the victim provoked or perpetuated the violence.
The potential financial or child custody consequences of arrest.

The physical or emotional state of either party.

Use of drugs or alcohol by either party.

Denial that the abuse occurred where evidence indicates otherwise.

A request by the victim not to arrest the suspect.

Location of the incident (public/private).

© © N o g > w N

Speculation that the complainant may not follow through with the prosecution.

=
©

Actual or perceived characteristics such as race, ethnicity, national origin,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, economic status,
age, cultural group, disability, or marital status of the victim or suspect.
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11. The social status, community status, or professional position of the victim or
suspect.

314.4.1 IF A SUSPECT IS ARRESTED
If a suspect is arrested, deputies should:
(@) Advise the victim that there is no guarantee the suspect will remain in custody.

(b) Provide the victim’s contact information to the jail staff to enable notification of the
victim upon the suspect'’s release from jail.

(c) Advise the victim whether any type of court order will be in effect when the suspect
is released from jail.

314.4.2 IF NO ARREST IS MADE
If no arrest is made, the deputy should:

(@) Advise the parties of any options, including but not limited to:
1.  Voluntary separation of the parties.

2. Appropriate resource referrals (e.g., counselors, friends, relatives, shelter
homes, victim witness unit).

(b) Document the resolution in a report.

314.4.3 ARRESTING DEPUTIES' RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING FIREARMS
If a suspect is arrested, deputies shall (Penal Code § 273.76):

(@) Query the Automated Firearms System through the California Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System (CLETS) for any firearms owned or possessed by the
arrestee.

1. Theinvestigating or filing deputy shall include a copy of the Automated Firearms
System report when filing the case with the district attorney or prosecuting city
attorney.

(b) Ask the arrestee, victim, and any other household members, if applicable, about any
firearms owned or possessed by the arrestee.

(c) Ensure that any firearm or other deadly weapon in plain sight or discovered pursuant
to a consensual or other lawful search is taken into temporary custody pursuant to
Penal Code § 18250.

(d) Document in the arrest report the detailed actions taken required by Penal Code §
273.76.

314.5 VICTIM ASSISTANCE
Because victims may be traumatized or confused, deputies should be aware that a victim's
behavior and actions may be affected:

(@) Victims should be provided with the office's domestic violence information handout,
even if the incident may not rise to the level of a crime.
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(b) Victims should also be alerted to any available victim advocates, shelters, and
community resources.

(c) When an involved person requests law enforcement assistance while removing
essential items of personal property, deputies should stand by for a reasonable
amount of time.

(d) If the victim has sustained injury or complaints of pain, deputies should seek medical
assistance as soon as practicable.

(e) Deputies should ask the victim whether the victim has a safe place to stay and assist
in arranging transportation to an alternate shelter if the victim expresses a concern for
the victim's safety or if the deputy determines that a need exists.

(H  Deputies should make reasonable efforts to ensure that children or dependent adults
who are under the supervision of the suspect or victim are being properly cared for.

(g) If appropriate, deputies should seek or assist the victim in obtaining an emergency
order if appropriate.

A deputy shall advise an individual protected by a Canadian domestic violence protection order
of available local victim services (Family Code § 6452).

314.6 DISPATCH ASSISTANCE
All calls of domestic violence, including incomplete 9-1-1 calls, should be dispatched as soon as
practicable.

Dispatchers are not required to verify the validity of a court order before responding to a request for
assistance. Deputies should request that dispatchers check whether any of the involved persons
are subject to the terms of a court order.

314.7 FOREIGN COURT ORDERS

Various types of orders may be issued in domestic violence cases. Any foreign court order properly
issued by a court of another state, Indian tribe, or territory shall be enforced by deputies as if it
were the order of a court in this state. An order should be considered properly issued when it
reasonably appears that the issuing court has jurisdiction over the parties and reasonable notice
and opportunity to respond was given to the party against whom the order was issued (18 USC
§ 2265). An otherwise valid out-of-state court or foreign order shall be enforced, regardless of
whether the order has been properly registered with this state (Family Code § 6403).

Canadian domestic violence protection orders shall also be enforced in the same manner as if
issued in this state (Family Code § 6452).

314.8 VERIFICATION OF COURT ORDERS

Determining the validity of a court order, particularly an order from another jurisdiction, can be
challenging. Therefore, in determining whether there is probable cause to make an arrest for a
violation of any court order, deputies should carefully review the actual order when available, and
where appropriate and practicable:
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(@)

(b)

(©)
(d)

Ask the subject of the order about his/her notice or receipt of the order, his/her
knowledge of its terms and efforts to respond to the order.

1. If a determination is made that a valid foreign order cannot be enforced because
the subject has not been notified or served the order, the deputy shall inform
the subject of the order, make a reasonable effort to serve the order upon the
subject, and allow the subject a reasonable opportunity to comply with the order
before enforcing the order. Verbal notice of the terms of the order is sufficient
notice (Family Code § 6403).

Check available records or databases that may show the status or conditions of the
order.

1.  Registration or filing of an order in California is not required for the enforcement
of a valid foreign order (Family Code § 6403).

Contact the issuing court to verify the validity of the order.

Contact a law enforcement official from the jurisdiction where the order was issued
to verify information.

Deputies should document in an appropriate report their efforts to verify the validity of an order,
regardless of whether an arrest is made. Deputies should contact a supervisor for clarification
when needed.

314.9 STANDARDS FOR ARRESTS
Deputies investigating a domestic violence report should consider the following:

(@)

(b)

(€)

An arrest should be made when there is probable cause to believe that a felony or
misdemeanor domestic violence offense has been committed (Penal Code 8 13701).
Any decision to not arrest an adult when there is probable cause to do so requires
supervisor approval.

1. Deputies are only authorized to make an arrest without a warrant for a
misdemeanor domestic violence offense if the deputy makes the arrest as soon
as probable cause arises (Penal Code § 836).

A deputy responding to a domestic violence call who cannot make an arrest will advise
the victim of the victim's right to make a private person's arrest. The advisement should
be made out of the presence of the suspect and shall include advising the victim how
to safely execute the arrest. Deputies shall not dissuade victims from making a lawful
private person's arrest. Deputies should refer to the provisions in the Private Persons
Arrests Policy for options regarding the disposition of private person's arrests (Penal
Code § 836(b)).

Deputies shall not cite and release a person for the following offenses (Penal Code
§ 853.6(a)(3)):

1. Penal Code § 243(e)(1) (battery against spouse, cohabitant)

2. Penal Code 8§ 273.5 (corporal injury on spouse, cohabitant, fiancé/fiancée,
person of a previous dating or engagement relationship, mother/father of the
offender’s child)
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(d)

(e)

3. Penal Code § 273.6 (violation of protective order) if violence or threats of
violence have occurred or the suspect has gone to the workplace or residence
of the protected party

4, Penal Code § 646.9 (stalking)
5. Other serious or violent felonies specified in Penal Code § 1270.1

In responding to domestic violence incidents, including mutual protective order
violations, deputies should generally be reluctant to make dual arrests. Deputies
shall make reasonable efforts to identify the dominant aggressor in any incident. The
dominant aggressor is the person who has been determined to be the most significant,
rather than the first, aggressor (Penal Code 8§ 13701). In identifying the dominant
aggressor, a deputy shall consider:

1. The intent of the law to protect victims of domestic violence from continuing
abuse.

2. The threats creating fear of physical injury.
3. The history of domestic violence between the persons involved.
4.  Whether either person acted in self-defense.

An arrest shall be made when there is probable cause to believe that a violation of a
domestic violence court order has been committed (Penal Code § 13701; Penal Code
§ 836), regardless of whether the offense was committed in the deputy's presence.
After arrest, the deputy shall confirm that a copy of the order has been registered,
unless the victim provides a copy (Penal Code § 836).

314.10 REPORTS AND RECORDS

(@)

(b)

(€)

A written report shall be completed on all incidents of domestic violence. All such
reports should be documented on the appropriate form, which includes information
and notations specific to domestic violence incidents as required by Penal Code 8
13730.

Reporting deputies should provide the victim with the case number of the report. The
case number may be placed in the space provided on the domestic violence victim
information handout provided to the victim. If the case number is not immediately
available, an explanation should be given regarding how the victim can obtain the
information at a later time.

Deputies who seize any firearm, ammunition, or other deadly weapon in a domestic
violence incident shall issue the individual possessing such weapon a receipt that
includes the name and residential mailing address of the owner or person who
possessed the weapon and notice of where the weapon may be recovered, along with
the applicable time limit for recovery (Penal Code § 18250; Penal Code § 18255; Penal
Code § 33800; Family Code 8§ 6389(c)).

314.11 RECORD-KEEPING AND DATA COLLECTION
This office shall maintain records of court orders related to domestic violence and the service
status of each (Penal Code § 13710), as well as records on the number of domestic violence
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related calls reported to the Office, including whether weapons were used in the incident or
whether the incident involved strangulation or suffocation (Penal Code § 13730). This information
is to be reported to the Attorney General monthly. It shall be the responsibility of the Records
Manager to maintain and report this information as required.

314.12 SERVICE OF COURT ORDERS

(@) A deputy who obtains an emergency protective order from the court shall serve it on
the restrained person if the person can be reasonably located and shall provide the
person protected or the person's parent/guardian with a copy of the order. The deputy
shall file a copy with the court as soon as practicable and shall have the order entered
into the computer database system for protective and restraining orders maintained
by the Department of Justice (Family Code § 6271; Penal Code 8§ 646.91).

(b) A temporary restraining order, emergency protective order, or an order issued after
a hearing shall, at the request of the petitioner, be served on the restrained person
by a deputy who is present at the scene of a reported domestic violence incident or
when the deputy receives a request from the petitioner to provide service of the order
(Family Code § 6383; Penal Code § 13710).

(c) Any deputy serving a protective order that indicates that the respondent possesses
weapons or ammunition shall request that the firearm/ammunition be immediately
surrendered (Family Code § 6389(c)).

(d) During the service of a protective order any firearm discovered in plain view or pursuant
to consent or other lawful search shall be taken into temporary custody (Penal Code
§ 18250).

1. A deputy should ensure that the Records Section is notified of any firearm
obtained for entry into the Automated Firearms System (Family Code § 6383)
(see the Records Section Policy for additional guidance).

(e) Ifavalid Canadian order cannot be enforced because the person subject to the order
has not been notified or served with the order, the deputy shall notify the protected
individual that reasonable efforts shall be made to contact the person subject to the
order. The deputy shall make a reasonable effort to inform the person subject to the
order of the existence and terms of the order and provide the person with a record of
the order, if available, and shall allow the person a reasonable opportunity to comply
with the order before taking enforcement action (Family Code § 6452).

314.13 PUBLIC ACCESS TO POLICY
A copy of this domestic violence policy will be provided to members of the public upon request
(Penal Code § 13701).

314.14 DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF BAI